
All Quiet on the Western Front – Leave – Chapter 7 Part II Group Work  
 

Make SURE you have a timekeeper – stay focused, everyone have their books open 
and looked at, make sure you DO all of them completely (with appropriate quotes).  
If this is a shortened time period – you may finish this during a period that you can all 
get together within the next two days (before school, or any other period).  IF you cannot 
find a time to get together answer the questions that you did not get to on your own 
(make sure I get them by Monday). 
 

1a. Page 155 – What does Paul grip as he leaves the train platform?  Why?  Go back to 
page 149 – begin reading the middle of the 1st real paragraph, “We have left our boots…” 
(and continue reading until the end of the paragraph).  What specific connection can you 
make between these two pieces of text, between the incident with the women, and Paul’s 

return.  Be very specific and take a look at our notes from these sections before you begin to answer the 
question.  
 
 
1b. I hope you love this question as much as I loved spotting the connection: On page 155, Paul repeats the 
name of an old familiar street: “Bremmerstrasse, Bremmerstrasse.” Find the quote.  Who is he talking to – what 
is he trying to convince himself of? Now examine the following quote from earlier in the book: “And even if 

these scenes of our youth were given back to us we would hardly know what to do. The tender, secret 

influence that passed from them into us could not rise again. We might be amongst them and move in them; 

we might remember and love them and be stirred by the sight of them. But it would be like gazing at the 

photograph of a dead comrade; those are his features, it is his face, and the days we spent together take on a 

mournful life in the memory; but the man himself it is 

not.” 
 

Now, get ready for it, connect this (Paul repeating the 
street name and all that entails) to the “Speaking of 
Courage” chapter from The Things They Carried.  
Think hard (and feel free to throw your ideas off of 
other groups).  How does Norman Bowker’s circling of 
the lake, his imaginary conversations, his awkward 
interaction at the A & W connect with Paul’s 
“incantation” of a street name?  Here is the opening to 
that (from Things) chapter: The war was over and there 

was no place in particular to go. Norman Bowker followed 

the tar road on its seven-mile loop around the lake, then he 

started all over again, driving slowly, feeling safe inside his 

father's big Chevy, now and then looking out on the lake to 

watch the boats and water-skiers and scenery. It was Sunday 

and it was summer, 

and the town seemed pretty much the same.” 
  

Be very specific, thoughtful – and use whatever time 
you need to do this question (and your answer) justice. 
 

 
2.  What is the difference between Paul’s father and 
mother as far as their understanding of “front” vs. 
“home” rules go?  You may want to begin on page 161 
with “Was it very bad out there, Paul?” Do you 
remember what Paul said in an earlier chapter about 
how he would react if his father jumped into his trench 
– how does that fit in with his reaction to his father 
now?  What doesn’t his father understand? 
 

 



 
3a. Examine the definition in the box to the right (on page 1).  What objects in Chapter 7 do your group see 
working or attempting to be worked as talismans?  Throw around ideas (if you stuck look at the picture at the 
top of page 1)  How and why does Paul hope to regain something (and what exactly?) through these objects (be 
specific).  Name some examples of talismans from The Things They Carried? List them (three great examples 
come to my mind).  Now, do you remember objects such as the Space Pen (little Alma’s) or Leo’s photo (both 
from The History of Love) – how did these (from both earlier works) serve a similar purpose (as in what you 
wrote their purpose is for All Quiet)? 
 
 

3b. One of those talisman that I hoped your group spotted (from 
All Quiet) was Paul’s Butterfly Collection.  Have we seen 
butterflies before in this book (ahh – a bookend)?  But last time 
they were free – relate this set of bookends to the “geese” 
bookends (with a very similar dynamic relationship).  Two 
other books that we’ve read talked about butterflies (with I 
believe the same “echo” that you just wrote about) – relate 
those books’ use of butterflies (hints: Misha, extinction; the 
pale young man) as a metaphor, to this book’s. 
 
 

3c.  In the film Everything is Illuminated, Lista (Augustina’s 
sister) tells Jonathan, Alex, and the Grandfather – that the 
objects she saved (like the wedding ring) are not there for them  – they are there for the ring.   “You have to 
come back because it exists.”  How can you very coolly tie this idea to Paul’s books?  Be specific and 
thoughtful. In The Return of Martin Guerre – there is the idea of the white breeches that Bertrande sewed for 
Martin (How many times must Arnaud have thought on them before he even came to Martin’s village). 
  Comment briefly. 
 
 

4. Now turn to the middle of page 173 – Look very closely at the quote “Words, Words, Words…”  What is 
quite ironic?  While the quote seems to fit with what your group talked about for answer #5, how does it fit with 
what is in your hands (not this group sheet, the other thing)?  Remember in Paul’s encounter with the French 
girl earlier in this chapter (it seems like another lifetime ago, doesn’t it?) he talks about the words they each 
(French & German) have – and their inability to communicate.1  Connect.  

1 Or you could even link this idea to Candide, and Voltaire’s satirical remark that he found it astonishing that something in translation (composed of words) could still be 
considered amusing.  And of course in a meta kind of way, remember this book too has been translated as well. 


