
Native Americans and the Spanish 

Use of the land and minerals of New Mexico goes back to the prehistoric time of the 
early cultures in the Southwest that long preceded the flourishing sedentary civilization of 
the Pueblos that the Spanish found along the Rio Grande and its tributaries. Many of the 
Native American pueblos exist today much as they were in the 13th cent. Word of the 
pueblos reached the Spanish through Cabeza de Vaca, who may have wandered across S 
New Mexico between 1528 and 1536; they were enthusiastically identified by Fray 
Marcos de Niza as the fabulously rich Seven Cities of Cibola. 

A full-scale expedition (1540–42) to find the cities was dispatched from New Spain, 
under the leadership of Francisco Vásquez de Coronado. The treatment of the Pueblo 
people by Coronado and his men led to the long-standing hostility between the Native 
Americans and the Spanish and slowed Spanish conquest. The first regular colony at San 
Juan was founded by Juan de Oñate in 1598. The Native Americans of Acoma revolted 
against the Spanish encroachment and were severely suppressed. 

In 1609 Pedro de Peralta was made governor of the “Kingdom and Provinces of New 
Mexico,” and a year later he founded his capital at Santa Fe. The little colony did not 
prosper greatly, although some of the missions flourished and haciendas were founded. 
The subjection of Native Americans to forced labor and attempts by missionaries to 
convert them resulted in violent revolt by the Apache in 1676 and the Pueblo in 1680. 
These uprisings drove the Spanish entirely out of New Mexico. 

The Spanish did not return until the campaign of Diego de Vargas Zapata reestablished 
their control in 1692. In the 18th cent. the development of ranching and of some farming 
and mining was more thorough, laying the foundations for the Spanish culture in New 
Mexico that still persists. Over one third of the population today is of Hispanic origin 
(and few are recent immigrants from Mexico) and roughly the same percentage speak 
Spanish fluently. 

When Mexico achieved its independence from Spain in 1821, New Mexico became a 
province of Mexico, and trade was opened with the United States. By the following year 
the Santa Fe Trail was being traveled by the wagon trains of American traders. In 1841 a 
group of Texans embarked on an expedition to assert Texan claims to part of New 
Mexico and were captured. 

The Anglo Influence 

The Mexican War marked the coming of the Anglo-American culture to New Mexico. 
Stephen W. Kearny entered (1846) Santa Fe without opposition, and two years later the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceded New Mexico to the United States. The territory, 
which included Arizona and other territories, was enlarged by the Gadsden Purchase 
(1853). 
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A bid for statehood with an antislavery constitution was halted by the Compromise of 
1850, which settled the Texas boundary question in New Mexico's favor and organized 
New Mexico as a territory without restriction on slavery. In the Civil War, New Mexico 
was at first occupied by Confederate troops from Texas, but was taken over by Union 
forces early in 1862. After the war and the withdrawal of the troops, the territory was 
plagued by conflict with the Apache and Navajo. The surrender of Apache chief 
Geronimo in 1886 ended conflict in New Mexico and Arizona (which had been made a 
separate territory in 1863). However, there were local troubles even after that time. 

Already the ranchers had taken over much of the grasslands. The coming of the Santa Fe 
Railroad in 1879 encouraged the great cattle boom of the 80s. There were typical cow 
towns, feuds among cattlemen as well as between cattlemen and the authorities (notably 
the Lincoln County War), and the activities of such outlaws as Billy the Kid. The 
cattlemen were unable to keep out the sheepherders and were overwhelmed by the 
homesteaders and squatters, who fenced in and plowed under the “sea of grass.” Land 
claims gave rise to bitter quarrels among the homesteaders, the ranchers, and the old 
Spanish families, who made claims under the original grants. Despite overgrazing and 
reduction of lands, ranching survived and continues to be important together with the 
limited but scientifically controlled irrigated and dry farming. Statehood was granted in 
1912. 
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Mexican War, 1846–48, armed conflict between the United States and Mexico.  

Causes 

While the immediate cause of the war was the U.S. annexation of Texas (Dec., 1845), 
other factors had disturbed peaceful relations between the two republics. In the United 
States there was agitation for the settlement of long-standing claims arising from injuries 
and property losses sustained by U.S. citizens in the various Mexican revolutions. 

Another major factor was the American ambition, publicly stated by President Polk, of 
acquiring California, upon which it was believed France and Great Britain were casting 
covetous eyes. Despite the rupture of diplomatic relations between Mexico and the 
United States that followed congressional consent to the admission of Texas into the 
Union, President Polk sent John Slidell to Mexico to negotiate a settlement. Slidell was 
authorized to purchase California and New Mexico, part of which was claimed by Texas, 
and to offer the U.S. government's assumption of liability for the claims of U.S. citizens 
in return for boundary adjustments. 

When Mexico declined to negotiate, the United States prepared to take by force what it 
could not achieve by diplomacy. The war was heartily supported by the outright 
imperialists and by those who wished slave-holding territory extended. The settlement of 
the Oregon boundary dispute (June, 1846), which took place shortly after the official 
outbreak of hostilities, seemed to indicate British acquiescence, for it granted the United 
States a free hand. 

The Course of Hostilities 

Early in May, 1845, American troops under Gen. Zachary Taylor had been stationed at 
the Sabine River preliminary to an advance to the Rio Grande, the southern boundary 
claimed by Texas. They advanced to Corpus Christi in July. In Mar., 1846, after the 
failure of Slidell's mission, Taylor occupied Point Isabel, a town at the mouth of the Rio 
Grande. To the Mexicans, who claimed the Nueces River as the boundary, this was an act 
of aggression, and after some negotiations Gen. Mariano Arista ordered his troops to 
cross the Rio Grande. On Apr. 25 a clash between the two armies occurred, and Taylor 
reported to Washington that hostilities had begun. 

On May 3 the guns of Matamoros began to shell Fort Brown (then Fort Taylor), an 
advanced American position near the present Brownsville, Tex. President Polk called 
these Mexican actions an invasion of American soil, and on May 13, 1846, the United 
States declared war. Meanwhile, Taylor had defeated the Mexicans at Palo Alto (May 8) 
and Resaca de la Palma (May 9). The Mexicans retreated across the Rio Grande. Taylor 
followed them and on May 18 took Matamoros. After a delay he then advanced on 
Monterrey, which he occupied after a five-day battle (Sept. 20–24, 1846). 

In June, 1846, Gen. Stephen W. Kearny left Fort Leavenworth for New Mexico with 
some 1,600 men, including a force of Missouri volunteers under Alexander Doniphan. 
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Santa Fe was taken (August), a provisional government was set up, and Doniphan was 
placed in command of the area. Kearny pushed on to California to find that this province, 
through the agency of Commodore John D. Sloat (later relieved by Robert F. Stockton) 
and John C. Frémont, was already under American rule. After reinforcements reached 
Santa Fe, Doniphan invaded (Dec., 1846) N Mexico, taking El Paso and Chihuahua 
before he joined forces with Gen. John E. Wool (who had advanced southwest from San 
Antonio) and with Taylor at Saltillo. 

Gen. Antonio López de Santa Anna, who had been in exile in Cuba and had been allowed 
passage through the U.S. blockade at Veracruz, had now assumed the presidency of 
Mexico; he gathered a large force to stop Taylor's advance. Taylor, whose army had been 
greatly reduced in size, was in an extremely vulnerable position when hit by Santa Anna 
in the battle of Buena Vista (Feb., 1847). The fighting was hard and appeared indecisive 
for a time, but in the end the Mexicans withdrew in confusion. 

The final campaign of the war began with the landing of U.S. forces under Gen. Winfield 
Scott at Veracruz in Mar., 1847. Scott was supported by a naval task force under David 
Conner (who was relieved by Matthew C. Perry); they landed some 12,000 men and after 
a three-day bombardment took the city. Scott then began his drive on Mexico City. In 
April, Santa Anna was defeated at the mountain stronghold of Cerro Gordo. After hard 
fighting Mexican forces were also routed at Contreras and Churubusco (August). 

On Aug. 24 the Mexicans accepted an armistice, but after two weeks of futile peace 
negotiations, fighting was resumed. The Mexican capital was heavily defended by 
garrisons at Casa Mata and Molino del Rey and by the great fortress of Chapultepec. 
William J. Worth carried Casa Mata and Molino del Rey, and the supposedly impregnable 
Chapultepec was stormed in a savage American assault led by Gen. John A. Quitman. On 
Sept. 14, 1847, American troops entered Mexico City, where they remained until peace 
was restored. 

The Settlement 

The United States had won an easy victory, partly because Mexico, torn by civil strife, 
could not present a united front to face the invader. The Mexican presidency had changed 
hands a number of times during the war, and some Mexican states had refused to 
cooperate with the central government. Peace negotiations were conducted on behalf of 
the United States by Nicholas P. Trist, a secret envoy, whose relations with General Scott 
were at first strained. Although recalled by President Polk, Trist decided to ignore the 
order and continue his negotiations, which resulted in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
(Feb. 2, 1848). By the terms of the treaty, Mexico ceded to the United States two fifths of 
its territory and received an indemnity of $15 million and the assumption of American 
claims against Mexico by the U.S. government. The boundary between the two countries, 
as outlined, was to follow the Rio Grande from its mouth to the New Mexico line, then 
run west to the Gila River, follow the Gila to the Colorado River and then follow the 
boundary between Upper California and Lower California to the Pacific. 
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The Texas Declaration of Independence​
(March 2, 1836) 

The Texas Declaration of Independence was produced, literally, overnight. Its 
urgency was paramount, because while it was being prepared, the Alamo in San 
Antonio was under seige by Santa Anna's army of Mexico.  

Immediately upon the assemblage of the Convention of 1836 on March 1, a 
committee of five of its delegates were appointed to draft the document. The 
committee, consisting of George C. Childress, Edward Conrad, James Gaines, 
Bailey Hardeman, and Collin McKinney, prepared the declaration in record 
time. It was briefly reviewed, then adopted by the delegates of the convention 
the following day.  

As seen from the transcription below, the document parallels somewhat that of 
the United States, signed almost sixty years earlier. It contains statements on 
the function and responsibility of government, followed by a list of grievances. 
Finally, it concludes by declaring Texas a free and independent republic.  

The full text of the document is as follows:  

 

 

The Unanimous​
Declaration of Independence​

made by the​
Delegates of the People of Texas​

in General Convention​
at the town of Washington​

on the 2nd day of March 1836. 

When a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty and property of the 
people, from whom its legitimate powers are derived, and for the advancement 
of whose happiness it was instituted, and so far from being a guarantee for the 
enjoyment of those inestimable and inalienable rights, becomes an instrument 
in the hands of evil rulers for their oppression.  

When the Federal Republican Constitution of their country, which they have 
sworn to support, no longer has a substantial existence, and the whole nature 
of their government has been forcibly changed, without their consent, from a 
restricted federative republic, composed of sovereign states, to a consolidated 
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central military despotism, in which every interest is disregarded but that of the 
army and the priesthood, both the eternal enemies of civil liberty, the everready 
minions of power, and the usual instruments of tyrants.  

When, long after the spirit of the constitution has departed, moderation is at 
length so far lost by those in power, that even the semblance of freedom is 
removed, and the forms themselves of the constitution discontinued, and so far 
from their petitions and remonstrances being regarded, the agents who bear 
them are thrown into dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to force a new 
government upon them at the point of the bayonet.  

When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance and abdication on the part 
of the government, anarchy prevails, and civil society is dissolved into its 
original elements. In such a crisis, the first law of nature, the right of 
self-preservation, the inherent and inalienable rights of the people to appeal to 
first principles, and take their political affairs into their own hands in extreme 
cases, enjoins it as a right towards themselves, and a sacred obligation to their 
posterity, to abolish such government, and create another in its stead, 
calculated to rescue them from impending dangers, and to secure their future 
welfare and happiness.  

Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for their acts to the public 
opinion of mankind. A statement of a part of our grievances is therefore 
submitted to an impartial world, in justification of the hazardous but 
unavoidable step now taken, of severing our political connection with the 
Mexican people, and assuming an independent attitude among the nations of 
the earth.  

The Mexican government, by its colonization laws, invited and induced the 
Anglo-American population of Texas to colonize its wilderness under the 
pledged faith of a written constitution, that they should continue to enjoy that 
constitutional liberty and republican government to which they had been 
habituated in the land of their birth, the United States of America.  

In this expectation they have been cruelly disappointed, inasmuch as the 
Mexican nation has acquiesced in the late changes made in the government by 
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, who having overturned the constitution 
of his country, now offers us the cruel alternative, either to abandon our homes, 
acquired by so many privations, or submit to the most intolerable of all tyranny, 
the combined despotism of the sword and the priesthood.  



It has sacrificed our welfare to the state of Coahuila, by which our interests 
have been continually depressed through a jealous and partial course of 
legislation, carried on at a far distant seat of government, by a hostile majority, 
in an unknown tongue, and this too, notwithstanding we have petitioned in the 
humblest terms for the establishment of a separate state government, and have, 
in accordance with the provisions of the national constitution, presented to the 
general Congress a republican constitution, which was, without just cause, 
contemptuously rejected.  

It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of our citizens, for no other 
cause but a zealous endeavor to procure the acceptance of our constitution, 
and the establishment of a state government.  

It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the right of trial by jury, that 
palladium of civil liberty, and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, and 
property of the citizen.  

It has failed to establish any public system of education, although possessed of 
almost boundless resources, (the public domain,) and although it is an axiom in 
political science, that unless a people are educated and enlightened, it is idle to 
expect the continuance of civil liberty, or the capacity for self government.  

It has suffered the military commandants, stationed among us, to exercise 
arbitrary acts of oppression and tyrrany, thus trampling upon the most sacred 
rights of the citizens, and rendering the military superior to the civil power.  

It has dissolved, by force of arms, the state Congress of Coahuila and Texas, 
and obliged our representatives to fly for their lives from the seat of 
government, thus depriving us of the fundamental political right of 
representation.  

It has demanded the surrender of a number of our citizens, and ordered military 
detachments to seize and carry them into the Interior for trial, in contempt of 
the civil authorities, and in defiance of the laws and the constitution.  

It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, by commissioning foreign 
desperadoes, and authorizing them to seize our vessels, and convey the 
property of our citizens to far distant ports for confiscation.  

It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty according to the dictates of 
our own conscience, by the support of a national religion, calculated to 



promote the temporal interest of its human functionaries, rather than the glory 
of the true and living God.  

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are essential to our defence, 
the rightful property of freemen, and formidable only to tyrannical 
governments.  

It has invaded our country both by sea and by land, with intent to lay waste our 
territory, and drive us from our homes; and has now a large mercenary army 
advancing, to carry on against us a war of extermination.  

It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless savage, with the tomahawk 
and scalping knife, to massacre the inhabitants of our defenseless frontiers.  

It hath been, during the whole time of our connection with it, the contemptible 
sport and victim of successive military revolutions, and hath continually 
exhibited every characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and tyrranical government.  

These, and other grievances, were patiently borne by the people of Texas, untill 
they reached that point at which forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We then 
took up arms in defence of the national constitution. We appealed to our 
Mexican brethren for assistance. Our appeal has been made in vain. Though 
months have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been heard from the 
Interior. We are, therefore, forced to the melancholy conclusion, that the 
Mexican people have acquiesced in the destruction of their liberty, and the 
substitution therfor of a military government; that they are unfit to be free, and 
incapable of self government.  

The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees our eternal political 
separation.  

We, therefore, the delegates with plenary powers of the people of Texas, in 
solemn convention assembled, appealing to a candid world for the necessities 
of our condition, do hereby resolve and declare, that our political connection 
with the Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the people of Texas do now 
constitute a free, Sovereign, and independent republic, and are fully invested 
with all the rights and attributes which properly belong to independent nations; 
and, conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we fearlessly and confidently 
commit the issue to the decision of the Supreme arbiter of the destinies of 
nations.  



 

​
Richard Ellis, President​

of the Convention and Delegate​
from Red River. 

Charles B. Stewart​
Tho. Barnett 

​
​
​

John S. D. Byrom​
Francis Ruis​

J. Antonio Navarro​
Jesse B. Badgett​

Wm D. Lacy​
William Menifee​

Jn. Fisher​
Matthew Caldwell​

William Motley​
Lorenzo de Zavala​
Stephen H. Everett​
George W. Smyth​

Elijah Stapp​
Claiborne West​
Wm. B. Scates​
M. B. Menard​
A. B. Hardin​
J. W. Burton​

Thos. J. Gazley​
R. M. Coleman​

Sterling C. Robertson 

James Collinsworth​
Edwin Waller​
Asa Brigham 

​
​

Geo. C. Childress​
Bailey Hardeman​

Rob. Potter​
Thomas Jefferson Rusk​

Chas. S. Taylor​
John S. Roberts​
Robert Hamilton​
Collin McKinney​
Albert H. Latimer​

James Power​
Sam Houston​
David Thomas​
Edwd. Conrad ​
Martin Palmer​

Edwin O. Legrand​
Stephen W. Blount​

Jms. Gaines​
Wm. Clark, Jr.​

Sydney O. Pennington​
Wm. Carrol Crawford​

Jno. Turner 
​
​

Benj. Briggs Goodrich​
G. W. Barnett​

James G. Swisher​
Jesse Grimes​

S. Rhoads Fisher​
John W. Moore​
John W. Bower​

Saml. A. Maverick (from Bejar)​
Sam P. Carson​

A. Briscoe​
J. B. Woods​

H. S. Kimble, Secretary 
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Treaties of Velasco  

The Treaties of Velasco were two treaties signed at Velasco, Texas, in the aftermath of 
the Mexican army's defeat at the Battle of San Jacinto (21 April). The signatories were 
Interim President David G. Burnet of the Republic of Texas and General Antonio López 
de Santa Anna of Mexico on 14 May 1836. Intended to provide a conclusion of hostilities 
between the two belligerents and offer the first steps towards the official recognition of 
the breakaway Republic's independence, there was a public treaty and a secret treaty. 

Public treaty 
The public treaty consisted of ten articles, and was to be published immediately. 

1.​ Personal undertaking by Santa Anna not to take up arms, or encourage arms to be 
taken up, against the people of Texas in this war of independence.  

2.​ Cessation of hostilities, on sea and land, between Texas and Mexico.  
3.​ Mexican troops to evacuate the territory of Texas, relocating south of the Rio 

Grande.  
4.​ Mexican troops to refrain from taking property without due compensation, etc., 

during their retreat.  
5.​ All property (including horses, cattle, negro slaves etc.) captured by Mexico 

during the war to be returned.  
6.​ The two armies to avoid contact, keeping a distance of five leagues (approx. 25 

km).  
7.​ The Mexican army to retreat without tarrying.  
8.​ Dispatches to be sent to the commanders of the two armies, informing them of the 

treaty's content.  
9.​ Mexico to release all Texan prisoners, with Texas releasing the same number of 

Mexican prisoners of the same rank; all other Mexican prisoners to be retained by 
Texas.  

10.​Santa Anna to be conveyed to Veracruz as soon as deemed proper.  

Secret treaty 
The secret treaty was not to be made public until the terms of the public treaty had been 
met in full. 

1.​ Personal undertaking by Santa Anna not to take up arms, or encourage arms to be 
taken up, against the people of Texas in this war of independence.  

2.​ Santa Anna to give orders for all Mexican troops to withdraw from Texas as soon 
as possible.  

3.​ Santa Anna to make arrangements in Mexico City so that a mission of Texans 
would be well received, all differences settled, and independence recognized.  
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4.​ A treaty of commerce, friendship, and limits to be established between Mexico 
and Texas, whereunder the territory of Texas would not extend beyond the Rio 
Grande.  

5.​ Government of Texas to provide for Santa Anna's immediate embarkation for 
Veracruz.  

6.​ Both copies of the document to be kept folded and sealed until conclusion of the 
negotiations, when they should both be given to Santa Anna; no use to be made of 
it before that, unless either party fail to abide by its terms.  

Noncompliance by Mexico 
Although Gen. Vicente Filisola began troop withdrawals on 26 May, the government of 
President José Justo Corro in Mexico City resolved, on 20 May, to disassociate itself 
from all undertakings entered into by Santa Anna while he was held captive. Mexico's 
position was that Santa Anna had no legal standing to agree to those terms; Santa Anna's 
position – or at least what he claimed later, back in Mexico – was that he had signed the 
documents under coercion and as a prisoner, not as a surrendering general in accordance 
with the laws of warfare. 

Noncompliance by Texas 
Santa Anna was not given passage to Veracruz. He was kept as a prisoner of war 
("clapped in irons for six months", he later claimed) in Velasco and, later, in Orazimba, 
before being taken to Washington, D.C., in the United States to meet with President 
Andrew Jackson (ostensibly to negotiate a lasting peace between Mexico and Texas, with 
the USA acting as mediator). Sailing on the frigate USS Pioneer, the guest of the U.S. 
Navy, he did arrive back in Veracruz until 23 February 1837 but, in any event, was 
probably not in any great hurry to return home. 

Outcome 
Since the provisions of the public treaty were not met, the terms of the secret agreement 
were not released until much later. Although a fait accompli since mid-1836, the 
independence of Texas was not formally recognized by Mexico – and the new Republic's 
borders agreed to by both sides – until the Mexican-American War of 1846–48 came to a 
conclusion with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
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American Expeditions and Settlement 

By the early 19th cent. Americans were covetously eyeing Texas, especially after the Louisiana 
Purchase (1803) had extended the U.S. border to that fertile wilderness. Attempts to free Texas 
from Spanish rule were made in the expeditions of the adventurers Gutiérrez and Magee 
(1812–13) and James Long (1819). In 1821 Moses Austin secured a colonization grant from the 
Spanish authorities in San Antonio. He died from the rigors of his return trip from that distant 
outpost, but his son, Stephen F. Austin, had the grant confirmed and in Dec., 1821, led 300 
families across the Sabine River to the region between the Brazos and Colorado rivers, where 
they established the first American settlement in Texas. Austin is known as the father of Texas. 

The newly independent government of Mexico, pleased with Austin's prospering colony, readily 
offered grants to other American promoters and even gave huge land tracts to individual settlers. 
Americans from all over the Union, but particularly from the South, poured into Texas, and within 
a decade a considerable number of settlements had been established at Brazoria, 
Washington-on-the-Brazos, San Felipe de Austin, Anahuac, and Gonzales. The Americans easily 
avoided Mexican requirements that all settlers be Roman Catholic, but conflict with Mexican 
settlers over land titles resulted in the Fredonian Rebellion (1826–27). 

By 1830 the Americans outnumbered the Mexican settlers by more than three to one and had 
formed their own society. The Mexican government became understandably concerned. Its 
sporadic attempts to tighten control over Texas had been hampered by its own political instability, 
but in 1830 measures were taken to stop the influx of Americans. Troops were sent to police the 
border, close the seaports, occupy the towns, and levy taxes on imported goods. The troops were 
withdrawn in 1832, when Mexico was again in political upheaval, but the Texans, alarmed and 
hoping to achieve a greater measure of self-government, petitioned Mexico for separate 
statehood (Texas was then part of Coahuila). When Austin presented the petition in Mexico City, 
Antonio López de Santa Anna had become military dictator. Austin was arrested and imprisoned 
for eighteen months, and Texas was regarrisoned. 

Independence from Mexico 

The Texas Revolution broke out (1835) in Gonzales when the Mexicans attempted to disarm the 
Americans and were routed. The American settlers then drove all the Mexican troops from Texas, 
overwhelming each command in surprise attacks. At a convention called at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos, Texas declared its independence (Mar. 2, 1836). A constitution was 
adopted and David Burnet was named interim president. 

The arrival of Santa Anna with a large army that sought to crush the rebellion resulted in the 
famous defense of the Alamo and the massacre of several hundred Texans captured at Goliad. 
Santa Anna then divided his huge force to cover as much territory as possible. The small Texas 
army, commanded by Samuel Houston, protected their rear, retreating strategically until Houston 
finally maneuvered Santa Anna into a cul-de-sac formed by heavy rains and flooding bayous, 
near the site of present-day Houston. In the battle of San Jacinto (Apr. 21, 1836), Houston 
surprised the larger Mexican force and scored a resounding victory. Santa Anna was captured 
and compelled to recognize the independence of Texas. 

The Texas Republic and U.S. Annexation 

Texans sought annexation to the United States, but antislavery forces in the United States 
vehemently opposed the admission of another slave state, and Texas remained an independent 
republic under its Lone Star flag for almost 10 years. The Texas constitution was closely modeled 
after that of the United States, but slaveholding was expressly recognized. Houston, the hero of 
the Texas Revolution, was the leading figure of the Republic, serving twice as president. 
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Under President Mirabeau Lamar large tracts of land were granted as endowments for 
educational institutions, and Austin was made (1839) the new capital of the republic. Despite the 
efforts of presidents Houston and Anson Jones, a combination of factors—confusion in the land 
system, insufficient credit abroad, and the expense of maintaining the Texas Rangers and 
protecting Texas from marauding Mexican forces—contributed to impoverishing the republic and 
increasing the urgency for its annexation to the United States. 

Southerners pressed hard for the admission of Texas, the intrigues of British and French 
diplomats in Texas aroused U.S. concern, and expansionist policies began to gain popular 
support. President Tyler narrowly pushed the admission of Texas through Congress shortly before 
the expiration of his term; Texas formally accepted annexation in July, 1845. This act was the 
immediate cause of the Mexican War. After Gen. Zachary Taylor defeated the Mexicans at Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, the Mexican forces retreated back across the Rio Grande. 

Civil War and Reconstruction 

During the pre–Civil War period settlers, attracted by cheap land, poured into Texas. Although 
open range cattle ranching was beginning to spread rapidly, cotton was the state's chief crop. The 
planter class, with its slaveholding interests, was strong and carried the state for the Confederacy, 
despite the opposition of Sam Houston and his followers. During the Civil War, Texas was the 
only Confederate state not overrun by Union troops. Remaining relatively prosperous, it liberally 
contributed men and provisions to the Southern cause. 
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The Massacre 
After Fannin's surrender, he and 400 Texan troops were marched back to Goliad and held 
prisoner by Urrea. Santa Anna refused Urrea's request that Fannin and his troops be 
treated as prisoners of war, and ordered Urrea's command to execute all the prisoners, 
which they did on March 27th. 

The outcome of the Goliad Campaign is generally seen as a consequence of the strategies 
of Colonel Fannin and General Urrea: Fannin divided his forces, hesitated several times 
and improvised his strategy on the spot, while Urrea had a clear objective, pursued the 
Texans vigorously, and organised his own forces quickly. 

The Goliad massacre became the most prominent symbol of the brutality that the Texans 
had ascribed to the Mexican army, and in particular to Santa Anna. During the latter part 
of the Texas Revolution, "Remember Goliad" was chanted by soldiers, along with chants 
of "Remember the Alamo." Over time, however, the campaign and the resulting massacre 
have become overshadowed in history by the Battle of the Alamo. In part, this is because 
Goliad had no otherwise famous figures involved: while Davy Crockett, James Bowie 
and Santa Anna have all passed into history as legends, James Fannin, William Ward and 
Jose de Urrea have faded into obscurity. 
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