
Statement Against the Institutional Surveillance of Students at UK Universities 

We, the undersigned, strongly condemn the actions of several prominent universities in the UK, who 
have hired a private security firm to spy on students and academics voicing their support for Palestine. 
This blatant attack on democratic rights and academic freedom falls within the larger state crackdown 
on free speech and dissent. It is even more jarring that these payments coincide with the financial 
restructuring and staff redundancies that many of these universities claim they were forced to 
undertake. Universities must return to being cradles of learning and discourse, rather than sanitised 
spaces for reaping profits. 

On 20th April 2026, a joint investigation by Al Jazeera English and Liberty Investigates revealed that 
a private firm had been paid over £440,000 by UK universities since 2022 to systematically monitor 
students’ social media, produce intelligence briefings, and carry out counter-terror style assessments 
on activists and even academic speakers. The intelligence firm, Horus, was established in 2006 as a 
project within the University of Oxford’s security team by former Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan 
Whiteley, and boasts personnel with experience in running security, intelligence and 
counter-intelligence operations all over the world. At least twelve eminent institutions — including 
the London School of Economics, University of Oxford, University College London, King’s College 
London, Imperial College London, and the University of Bristol, have been revealed in the 
investigation. Students expressing solidarity with Palestine amid Israel’s genocidal assault, have had 
their posts tracked, catalogued, and reported to university authorities.  

The attempt by universities to justify this in the interests of larger campus safety is a disingenuous 
attempt to shirk responsibility for active repression. This must be viewed in the wider context of 
intensifying repression against pro-Palestine voices across the UK. As global outrage against Israel’s 
genocide grows, institutions are increasingly moving to discipline, monitor, and silence those who 
speak out. Academic institutions are a vital component of the financial nexus that propels the British 
government policy of fuelling Israeli aggression. This investigation further reveals the extent of 
complicity that underlies higher education in the UK. Universities, which should be spaces of critical 
thought and social justice, are enforcing political conformity.  

We unequivocally reject the repressive actions of the universities involved, which have wielded 
intelligence measures against their own students and staff. We demand that all universities 
immediately terminate contracts with intelligence firms, disclose the full extent of monitoring 
conducted, and guarantee the protection of students’ democratic rights and civil liberties. We urge 
students, academics, student unions and progressive organisations to resist this attack on our freedom 
to voice dissent. 
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