
 

 

Conestoga Updates 
 

Early Dismissal/Change of Dismissal/Car Rider Pick-Up Form  

 

 
Conestoga Elementary Website  
Conestoga Calendar 
Penn Manor Community Page 
Penn Manor Athletics  
PTO Meeting Minutes 
Sapphire 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehts1_3xnAesuZ1Y4kgMLNVmPkikl1fwCl_qlMys4RQ98n0g/viewform
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/calendar/
https://www.pennmanor.net/community/
https://athletics.pennmanor.net/
http://sapphire.pennmanor.net


October 23,2026 
 
No School 
There is no school for students on October 30, 2026.  

 
Pumpkin Storybook  
Students and families created some great pumpkins for the storybook pumpkin patch.  

Everything from Messi to the Gruffalo to the Lorax.  Even Pete the Cat, Pigeon, Piggy 

Dog man, and the Pathwork Elephant made appearances.  



 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 



Parent teacher conferences will be held on  and .  This Nov 23, 2026 Nov 24, 2026

paper went home today with all students.  

.  You will receive more information on Conference Letter 2026 - Google Docs.pdf

how to sign up for conferences starting . Oct 26, 2026

 
 
October 16, 2026 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent teacher conferences will be held on  and .  This Nov 23, 2026 Nov 24, 2026

paper went home today with all students.  

.  You will receive more information on Conference Letter 2026 - Google Docs.pdf

how to sign up for conferences starting . Oct 26, 2026

 

Marking Period 1 Art 
Each marking period or so we have our surprise Kindergarten Art critics choose art 

work to display in the office.  Below are those that were chosen for MP 1.   

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a0A9lE3ElRCIzFtmFJPP-sWc7DQuH-9n/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a0A9lE3ElRCIzFtmFJPP-sWc7DQuH-9n/view?usp=drive_link


\

 

 

Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health Community Blood Drive 



Date & Time: Wednesday, October 21st from 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM Location: Marticville Middle 
School, 356 Frogtown Road, Pequea, PA 17565 

The Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health Blood Donor Team is hosting a community blood 
drive. These drives aid in supporting patients at Lancaster General Hospital, Women's and 
Babies Hospital, and the Ann B. Barshinger Cancer Institute. 

Requirements for Donation: 

●​ Must bring a valid form of ID. 
●​ Must feel well and healthy for at least 3 days before donation. 
●​ Must be between the ages of 16-79 and be at least 110 pounds (16-year-olds must have 

parental consent). 
●​ Must hydrate well and eat a full meal at least 4 hours prior to donation. 

Appointments: 

To schedule an appointment, call the Blood Donor Center Team at 717.544.0170 (Option 1) or 
visit PennMedicine.org/GiveBloodLGH. 

Donor Thank You Gift: 

As a thank you, all presenting donors will receive a long sleeve t-shirt (choice of light blue or 
black). 

Disclaimer: This event is not affiliated with the Penn Manor School District. 

 

 
October 5, 2026 
 
Another busy week at Conestoga.  Picture day went off without any issues, recess 

running club is going smoothly, garden lessons continue to go on with the support of 

parents, 5th graders went canoeing on the Susquehanna and the Conestoga Fire 

Company visited for the day.   A reminder there is no school on Monday, October 12, 

2026.  Spirit Day is Friday, October 16. Fall Friday- Wear fall colors and/or flannel. 

 
5th Grade Canoemobile 
Students in fifth grade took part in learning about the Susquehanna and had an 

opportunity to canoe and learn about the local history. 

 



 

 
Fire Company Visit  
The Conestoga Fire Company visited all day with students going into the primary 

classrooms to talk about fire safety and discussing with the intermediate students the 

different types of fire.  All of the students visited the firetrucks and experienced the 

Smoke House and learned what to do in different situations.   

 

 

 
Recess Running Club 
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Recess Running Clubs.  If you are able to 

help monitor students running laps during recess and support our Conestoga Comet 

Crew please sign up using this sign up Genius.  We are looking for help for Fridays 

during October and November from 11:30-1 with the exception October 29 instead of 

the 30th.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga


 

 
SPIRITWEAR 
A reminder that spiritwear is still on sale until October 18th.  Spiritwear 
 

Lockdown Drill 
The lockdown drill was completed and students did a fantastic job. 

Please click on this letter about our upcoming intruder/ lock down drill.   

 Drill Letter Prior

 
 
October 2, 2026 
 
On a Roll Students 
Many students throughout the month of September earned On a Roll slips for their 

support of one another and doing the best they can in school.  Students had their slips 

randomly selected to select a prize.  Three big winners chose an extra recess for their 

class, lunch with 2 friends and Dr. Keddie, and a Pine View Dairy gift card.  The student 

who chose recess said “they wanted all of their classmates to enjoy the reward.”  

Looking for chances to be kind.   

 
Fun Run Recap 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WpMulW6EiYGe1hzUF069ye0_3RdhDx5378KDfLXcLT4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.berrygoodembroidery.com/cepto


 

What an incredible Fun Run! We are so proud of our students and our entire Conestoga 
community for making this year’s Fun Run such a huge success. Thanks to everyone who 
participated, donated, shared, volunteered, cheered, and helped make it such a memorable 
event! 

Since we reached our goal, Dr. Keddie will be sleeping on the roof! On Thursday October 
1st. Come out and visit him between 7:00–7:30 PM! We’ll gather together, say goodnight, 
and even sing Dr. Keddie a lullaby to make sure he gets a good night’s sleep. And, of course… 
he’ll need breakfast in the morning! 

Let’s use this fun evening as an opportunity to come together as a Conestoga community and 
give back. If you’re able, please bring a box of cereal to donate to our local food bank. 



We also wanted to share a quick update about the Fun Run incentive prizes. All prizes will be 
awarded, and here is the timeline for when you can expect them: 

 Registration Swag Bags: These have already been sent home with students who qualified. 

 Free Ice Cream Coupons: These will be distributed to qualifying students to use at lunch 
over the next several weeks. 

 Book Fair Vouchers: These will be sent home with qualifying students one week before 
the Book Fair. 

 Conestoga T-Shirts: Shirts are being ordered and will be distributed in the next few weeks. 

Thank you again for helping us make this year’s Fun Run such a tremendous success of raising 
over $19,000! We couldn’t have done it without our amazing Conestoga families! 

Recess Running Club 
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Recess Running Clubs.  If you are able to 

help monitor students running laps during recess and support our Conestoga Comet 

Crew please sign up using this sign up Genius.  We are looking for help for Fridays 

during October and November from 11:30-1 with the exceptions being Thursday 

October 8 instead of October 9 and October 29 instead of the 30th.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga 
 
Up on the Roof 
You all did it raising money and true to his word Dr. Keddie slept on the roof.  After a gathering 
of families and Dr. Keddie reading a bedtime story to the kids and then serenading him with 
Twinkle, Twinkle, Dr. Keddie slept on the roof.  He even created a video log that the students 
could see proving he did it.  Thank you to all the families who donated cereal boxes for the Penn 
Manor southern end food banks.  We collected 43 large boxes of cereal and 32 individual boxes 
last night. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga


 
 
Picture Day- October 8, 2026 



Picture Day is coming on Thursday, October 8! 
 
You can place your order on mylifetouch.com using your Picture Day ID: 
EVTS297HN. Order before midnight on Picture Day to get FREE shipping! 
 
Your child can also bring their completed flyer with cash or check on Picture Day. 
Orders after Picture Day must be placed online on mylifetouch.com 
 
Student Data Safety and Security: 
As the only SOC 3 compliant partner in school photography, Lifetouch delivers 
unmatched protection for student and staff information - backed by third‑party 
verification and trusted by schools nationwide.  
 
Compass Mark Lessons 
 
Our 5th and 6th grade students have participated in lessons through Compass Mark 
over the past few weeks on the following subjects.  These are called Catch Lessons. 
 
6th Grade 
 

●​ Learning the consequences of using e-cigarettes 
●​ Learning to make their own choices, even if they differ from others 
●​ Learning about advertising and e-cigarettes 
●​ Learning to apply what they have learned 

​
5th Grade 
 

●​ Help students understand their digital footprint  
●​ Help students learn how to be a positive digital citizen  
●​ Teach students the difference between gaming and gambling Teach students 

how to stay safe online  
●​ Promote a healthy relationship with technology  

 

 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 

https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-RkZX5KbaWT75mm-16Sr6jwqFEVN1H6Nq_uTG5R8-tV9i0fvhI9NkCzptvTxXWAkISEFfTT3O1SwQBFdnouYVOtHV4JzuCSu8M2zokO
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-Rl66k9YbbfpCDT0gmG8fjcM9onTtM1ela9eKmVjnEyqiwAXV3tvqE7WqHRDK7EmMd-D2hHYPeosTHFkW8G10gs4POhg4X4SD7fi4gu
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-RmfzrwC39UoOkUg-lGRMwHnYJUUxhm12TKAV0zR19ihequbYUtL78Wvq60DqkyfSrIzgl7JcJQtzpfZhO-ay1WLV7ykXTbjLw


 
 
 

 



September 18, 2026 
 
Recess Running Club 
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Recess Running Clubs.  If you are able to 

help monitor students running laps during recess and support our Conestoga Comet 

Crew please sign up using this sign up Genius.  We are looking for help for Fridays 

during October and November from 11:30-1 with the exceptions being Thursday 

October 8 instead of October 9 and October 29 instead of the 30th.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga 

 

 

 

Conestoga Garden 
Thanks to the support of parent volunteers, lessons for students using our garden 

started this week.  We want to thank all the parents who have or will give of their time 

over the next few weeks.  Here are some pictures of some of the classes at work. 

 

Constitution Day 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5AA2CAAFE3-conestoga


As part of Constitution Day (September 17th) students learned about the Constitution 

in their classes and saw a video with Dr. Keddit talking about the Constitution and 

relating it to the rules and expectations for the school. Mrs. Brooks' class even wrote 

their own Constitution (rules) for recess.  

 

On a Roll Program  

Conestoga Families, 
 
​ We are excited to continue our “On A ROLL” program this year at Conestoga! 
This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to be recognized for following the four 
Conestoga Elementary School rules: 
 

​ ​ R espect yourself and others 

​ ​ O wn your choices 

​ ​ L earn to be your best 

​ ​ L ook for chances to be kind 
 

​ Students will be acknowledged by receiving tickets from faculty and staff who 
observe them demonstrating any of the four rules throughout the school day. The 
students can place the tickets in a large bin in the office in order to have a chance to 
win different prizes each month. At the end of the month, all of the students who 
receive tickets that month can bring them home to share with their families. 
 
Picture Day- October 8, 2026 



Picture Day is coming on Thursday, October 8! 
 
You can place your order on mylifetouch.com using your Picture Day ID: 
EVTS297HN. Order before midnight on Picture Day to get FREE shipping! 
 
Your child can also bring their completed flyer with cash or check on Picture Day. 
Orders after Picture Day must be placed online on mylifetouch.com 
 
Student Data Safety and Security: 
As the only SOC 3 compliant partner in school photography, Lifetouch delivers 
unmatched protection for student and staff information - backed by third‑party 
verification and trusted by schools nationwide.  

September 11, 2026 
 
ASSEMBLY 
Today, our Conestoga Comet Crew (6th grade) ran our Opening of School Assembly.  

They introduced themselves, our AM Kindergarten students, new staff members and 

new students to the rest of the building.  THey also kicked off our On a ROLL program 

by reviewing expectations and what On a ROLL means.  Click on this link to learn more 

about the program.  We had a moment of silence for 9/11 and Remembrance Day and 

reminded students to look to the helpers when bad events happen.  Dr. Keddie finished 

the program by talking about having a vision of a goal for students to achieve, trusting 

that what they do will get them to that goal and to be relentless in their efforts even 

when things get hard.   

The Conestoga Grand Prix: Race for Education is coming!  

Students can start collecting donations now to help support field trips, assemblies, playground 
equipment, classroom resources, and more! There are also some AMAZING prizes up for 
grabs—the more you raise, the more chances you have to win! 

https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-RkZX5KbaWT75mm-16Sr6jwqFEVN1H6Nq_uTG5R8-tV9i0fvhI9NkCzptvTxXWAkISEFfTT3O1SwQBFdnouYVOtHV4JzuCSu8M2zokO
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-Rl66k9YbbfpCDT0gmG8fjcM9onTtM1ela9eKmVjnEyqiwAXV3tvqE7WqHRDK7EmMd-D2hHYPeosTHFkW8G10gs4POhg4X4SD7fi4gu
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMDN9AAoAAAAABJv8g-RmfzrwC39UoOkUg-lGRMwHnYJUUxhm12TKAV0zR19ihequbYUtL78Wvq60DqkyfSrIzgl7JcJQtzpfZhO-ay1WLV7ykXTbjLw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19m8_bfL_aNFhI7RL5TQUE01F0YNuWTNOBqChnU5-Zso/edit?usp=sharing


On Friday, September 25th, students will celebrate by racing around the course, taking on fun 
challenges, making pit stops, and showing off their school spirit as they work their way toward 
the finish line!  

We need volunteers to help make the Fun Run a success! Your volunteer clearances must 
be on file with the school in order to participate. If you have questions about your volunteer 
status, please contact our building secretary, Carol Ragland, at 717-872-9535. 

Volunteer: Sign Up to Volunteer 

Collect Donations: Start Fundraising 

If you have questions about the Fun Run, please email the PTO at 
ConestogaElementaryPTO@gmail.com. 

Thank you for helping make our Conestoga Grand Prix a race to remember! 

 
GARDEN HELP 
Dear Parents, 
We’re excited to invite you to help with your child’s class garden lesson! Please use the link 
below to sign up and volunteer. If you love the garden and would like to help out at other times, 
we welcome your support as well! Fall Garden 
All volunteers must have their clearances on file with Mrs. Ragland. If you have any questions or 
need assistance, please feel free to reach out to Chrissy Snyder at 
christinesnyder918@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
SPIRITWEAR 
A reminder that spiritwear is still on sale until October 18th.  Spiritwear 
 
September 4, 2026 

 

We continue to be impressed with all the students' efforts this year.  Thank you to all 

who donated and participated in our Fun Run fundraiser.  We are off to a great start 

and the students are really excited to see Dr. Keddie sleep on the roof.  

 

https://signup.com/go/wjUPpiO?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.getmovinfundhub.com/event-webpage/68efb496cef607.69062238?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EA5A92EA4FCCF8-65513232-garden
https://www.berrygoodembroidery.com/cepto


This Friday is September 11th.  We will recognize the significance of this day with a 

moment of silence as required by the state and focus on the idea of service to others.  

Please know that when we discuss this event we do so in a manner appropriate for our 

students' ages.  

 

During our last early dismissal we held our first Grade Level Buddy day.  During this 

time each grade meets with another grade to do different activities.  This will happen 

throughout the year so older students can mentor younger students and younger 

students can show older students what they learn.  

 

 

 

 

Due to ongoing issues with “Squishies” Needohs we will no longer allow students to 

have them in school.  They have become a distraction in many classes.  If you have any 

questions or concerns please reach out to Dr. Keddie. 

 

 

 

September 1, 2026 
Fall Conestoga Spirit Days 

 

Friday, September 11   “Proud to be an American” Day 



Dress in red, white, & blue to honor the 25th anniversary of September 11 

 

Friday, October 16 ​“Fall Friday” 

Wear fall colors and/or flannel 

 

Friday, November 13   “Shine a Light on Kindness” Day 

Celebrate World Kindness Day by wearing bright colors 

 

August 28, 2026 

WGAL – "Coats for Kids" Applications 
Eligibility: All children from 0–16 years old 

Coat Sizes: 2T to Young Adult 

Infant Note: Infants under size 2T will only receive hats, gloves, and blankets. 

 

In-Person Registration 

Location: Family Services Office 

Tuesday, September 22: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Wednesday, September 23: 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 

In-Person Applicant Must-Haves: 

License, Passport, or State ID for the adult registering child/children 

Birth Certificate or Medical Card with child's date of birth for each child 

 

Online Registration 

Dates: September 8–27 

Facebook Page: facebook.com/thesalvationarmylancastercorps 

Application Link: https://form.jotform.com/261884813532159 

 

Community Event Penn Manor High School Homecoming Tailgate Event 

●​ Event Theme: Gold Rush 

●​ Sub-title: The Night the Community Becomes the Crowd 

●​ Date: Friday, Sept. 25th 

●​ Time: 5-7 pm 

http://facebook.com/thesalvationarmylancastercorps
https://form.jotform.com/261884813532159


●​ Location: High School Athletic Parking Lot 

●​ Description: Celebrate Homecoming with food trucks, games, prizes, and Penn 

Manor Spirit! 

●​ Admission Info: Admission is free; food and games are available for purchase. 

●​ Attractions/Logos: 
○​ Food Trucks 

○​ Sugar Mama's 

○​ Noel's Cafe 

○​ Walk-O Taco Lanc. 

○​ Scoops Ice Cream 

○​ The Lancaster Soft Pretzel 

○​ Chuckwagon 

○​ Fuzzy Fixes 

○​ Momo & Boba Express 

○​ Kona Ice 

○​ Amusement Games for All Ages! 

●​ Sponsor: Comet Nation 

●​ Map Locations: 
○​ Penn Manor High School 

○​ Biemesderfer Stadium 

○​ Pucillo Drive 

○​ Tailgate Area 

 

 

August 24, 2026 

The school year is off to a great start.  Students all found their way to the classroom, 

and teachers and staff welcomed them as they arrived by car and bus.   

 

A few reminders for drop off and pick up.  Only students eating breakfast will be 

allowed in the building at 8:30.  Car rider students will be allowed in the lobby at 8:45, 

and students will be allowed off the bus at 8:50. 

 



A reminder that Thursday is Back-to-School Night from 4–6.  This is a time for you to 

briefly meet the teacher and see the classroom.  Teachers will not be able to discuss 

your individual student due to other parents being in the classroom.  If you need to 

speak to a teacher about something specific to your student, please reach out via 

email or telephone.  

  

A reminder that there is an Early Dismissal on Friday, August 28, 2006.  Students will be 

dismissed at 1:30.  There is NO AM Kindergarten.  PM kindergarten will attend starting 

at 9 and will eat lunch at school.  They are dismissed at 1:30. 

 
   
 

 
Dear Students and Parent/Guardians, 

I hope you're enjoying a relaxing and restful final stretch of summer. We’re 
excited to welcome you back to school on Monday, August 24! A few items as we 
return to school: 

New Kindergarten Orientation  
August 19 from 4:30-5:30.  

 
Students who are new to Conestoga either through transfer or moving are 
invited to have a tour on August 19 from 5:30-6:00 
  
 
 

●​ Communication 



This document will be the primary way we will communicate upcoming 
events and information.   Please take a look at the Conestoga website so 
you are familiar with the different links.  
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/ 
 

●​ Drop off and Breakfast 
Breakfast is free again this year for all students.  Students will be left off 
the bus as soon as they arrive after 8:30 to get breakfast in the cafeteria.  
Only students who are eating breakfast in the morning will be allowed in 
the building at 8:30.  All other drop offs can start at 8:45.  Please click here 
for a picture of the drop off and pick up procedures.  
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/resources/#c
onestoga-instructions 

 
  

●​ Lost and Found 
As a way of trying to reduce the amount of clothing we accumulate in the 
lost and found each year we are asking if you can label jackets and coats 
with your students names if possible.   

 

https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/resources/#conestoga-instructions
https://www.pennmanor.net/conestoga-elementary-school/resources/#conestoga-instructions


UPCOMING DATES 
 
      10/12 - no school - vacation  

      10/15 - PM dress down day 

      10/16 - Spirit Day "Fall Friday" - wear fall colors or flannel 

      10/19 & 20 - pumpkin showcase drop off 

      10/19-23 - Bus Safety/Driver Appreciation Week  

      10/20 - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  

      10/28 - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  

                 - pumpkin showcase send home 

      10/28- End of Marking Period 1 

      10/16 - Spirit Day "Fall Friday" - wear fall colors or flannel 
                - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
      10/19 & 20 - pumpkin showcase drop off 
      10/19-23 - Bus Safety/Driver Appreciation Week  
      10/20 - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  
      10/22 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
      10/28 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
                - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  
                 - pumpkin showcase send home 
      10/30 - no school for students - In-service Day 
      11/04 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
                - 12:40-1:40 3rd grade PPL presentation in the Commons 
      11/06 - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  
      11/10 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
      11/12 - 4:00 PTO meeting 
      11/13 - picture retake day 
      11/16 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
               - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  
       11/20 - staff jeans day  
                 - 8:00 chorus rehearsal  
      11/23 - 1:30 early dismissal - NO PM kindergarten...KAM attends 
                - PTO Scholastic Book Fair 
      11/24 - music lessons with Ms. Almoney  
                 - 1:30 early dismissal - NO AM kindergarten...KPM attends 
                 - PTO Scholastic Book Fair 
      11/25 - no school for students - Act 80 Day 
      11/26-30 - no school - Thanksgiving break 



 


	 
	    

	New Kindergarten Orientation  
	August 19 from 4:30-5:30.  
	UPCOMING DATES 


