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The new Digital Collections System (DCS) data model is currently based on parent-child 
relationships.  While the system may record box/folder information as strings, there is no 
representation of the hierarchy in the data model itself.   This differs from Ladybird/FindIt, 
where each node in the hierarchy can be represented by an object. 
 
In the DCS the parent represents the digital object.  In contrast to Ladybird, the DCS itself 
manages very little information about the object in its database.  See item #1 below for a screen 
capture.  The main types of data managed in the database are: 
 
 Identifiers 

●​ OID (Object ID) 
●​ Catalog identifiers 
●​ Current authoritative metadata source (Voyager/ASpace/Ladybird) 

 
DCS-Specific Metadata  

●​ Rights statement 
●​ Extent of digitization 
●​ Visibility (Public/Yale only/Private) 
●​ Viewing direction and mode (for IIIF) 

 
 
Each parent has a relationship to one or more child objects.   The children represent individual 
images.  The system assumes that each child has a corresponding TIFF image on disk.  Again, the 
system manages little information about the image (see #2 below for an example):  
 

●​ OID (Object ID) 
●​ Label 
●​ Caption 
●​ order in the sequence of children 
●​ IIIF viewing hint 
●​ Image dimensions 

 
Finally, each parent object caches a JSON representation of metadata drawn from ASpace or 
Voyager through “Metadata Cloud”, which performs the crosswalk from ASpace JSON responses 
or MARC to a common format.  See #3 below for an example.   This metadata is mapped to 
fields in the Solr index.   This metadata can be re-synced with its authoritative source as needed 
– automatic updates are planned but not yet implemented.  The metadata provided by 
Metadata Cloud was reviewed by task force convened by Daniel Lovins.   These mappings have 
continued to evolve as DCS development progresses. 
  
 



1.​  Parent Object Fields 
  
 

 



2.​ Child Object Fields 
 

 
 



3.​ Metadata Cloud JSON (ASpace object) 
 

 


