
​​Academics in Support of Chernoh Alpha M. Bah, PhD

Since early 2022, Dr. Chernoh Alpha M. Bah, then a PhD candidate in history at Northwestern University and
now a Postdoctoral Fellow, has been subjected to persistent personal attacks and threats from members of the
ruling Sierra Leone People’s Party and from people claiming to speak on behalf of the Sierra Leonean president
and government.

These attacks have stemmed from articles Dr. Bah has written or co-authored for Africanist Press, an online
newspaper (africanistpress.com) focusing primarily on African political and economic issues, especially in Sierra
Leone. He has also been interviewed about his investigative reports on KPFA radio and elsewhere, and his
research has been covered by the BBC, Radio France Internationale, Deutsche Welle, and other outlets.[1] The
Committee to Protect Journalists and other NGOs have detailed Bah’s situation and called for Sierra Leonean
authorities to denounce the escalating rhetoric.[2]The attacks—which have included death threats—have had a
profound effect on Dr. Bah’s ability to continue his academic research. Dr. Bah’s PhD focused on the history of
prison labor and public health in Sierra Leone from the time of British occupation through the end of the
twentieth century. Not only have the attacks on Dr. Bah absorbed a tremendous amount of his time, but also
they have prevented him from returning to Sierra Leone to carry out additional archival and oral history research
that is necessary for him to revise his work.

His experiences constitute a clear assault on journalistic freedom. They also go to the heart of principles of
academic freedom. Dr. Bah is both a scholar and an investigative journalist. He needs to be able to carry out his
postdoctoral research in his home country without hindrance.

We, the undersigned, call on the government of Sierra Leone and other political leaders in the country to extend
all reasonable guarantees of safety from harm that could result fromDr. Bah’s pursuit of his research.

[1]KPFA: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8Y6fEJaaDw
RFI:https://web.archive.org/web/20220108235443/https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20210311-first-lady-at-centre-
of-graft-allegations-rocking-sierra-leone-presidency-julius-maada-bio
BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w172x1gz74lkr2j
DW: https://www.dw.com/en/africalink-on-air-23-february-2021/audio-56665628
[2]https://cpj.org/2022/05/sierra-leone-publisher-chernoh-alpha-bah-threatened-with-death-charges-of-treason/
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Signatories:

Sean Hanretta, Associate Professor, Department of History, Northwestern University
Helen Tilley, Associate Professor of History, Northwestern University

Marcos Leitão de Almeida, Dr., Federal University of Juiz de Fora
Tathiana Cassiano, historian and doctoral students, Universidade do Estado de Santa Catarina
patymarinho@yahoo.com.br, Doutora, MAE-USP
Felipe Paiva, Dr., UFF
Camilla Agostini, Associate professor, Departamento de Arqueologia / Universidade do Estado
do Rio de Janeiro
Anne Baber Wallis, PhD, Associate Professor, Dept of Epidemiology & Population Health,
University of Louisville
Bruna Almeida, ​​Academics in Support of Chernoh Alpha M. Bah, PhD, Universidade do Estado
do Rio de Janeiro (Departamento de Arqueologia)
Alem B., Dr., Anthropology, Northwestern
Matheus Pereira, Dr., ICS-ULisboa
Stephen Wulff, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of
Tennessee-Knoxville
José Rivair Macedo, Doutor em História, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul
Crislayne Alfagali, Dra., PUC-Rio
Alemseged Beldados, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Anthropology,
Northwestern University
Akin Ogundiran, Professor, Northwestern University
LaRay Denzer, Dr., Program of African Studies, Northwestern University
William Reno, Professor , Department of Political Science, Northwestern University
Mafa Kwanisai Mafa, National Chairperson, Zimbabwe Movement of Pan African Socialists
Mafa Kwanisai Mafa, Senior Assistant Librarian, Midlands State University - Zimbabwe
CAROLINA P CORREA, MRS., Independent Scholar
Bongumenzi Nxumalo, Dr, Northwestern University
Dr Hugh Mangeya , Head of Department , Media, Communication, Film and Theatre Arts,
Midlands State University, Zimbabwe
Meagan Keefe, Director of Operations & Outreach, Program of African Studies, Northwestern
University
Kelly Coffey, Administrator , Northwestern University
Robert Launay, Professor, Department of Anthropology, Northwestern University
I. Bah , Medical School Student , Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences, Neuroscience
Becca Greenstein, STEM Librarian, Northwestern University Libraries
Brannon Ingram, Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Department of Religious Studies
Liz Hamilton, Copyright Librarian, Northwestern University Libraries
Eddine Bouyahi, PhD Candidate, Dept of Political Sicence, Northwestern University
Josh Honn, Librarian Faculty, University Libraries
Salih O. Noor, Collegiate Assistant Professor, The University of Chicago
Noelle Sullivan, Professor of Instruction, Global Health Studies



Sara McGuinn, Assistant Director for Global Engagement Programs, Global Learning Office,
Northwestern University
Semiu Adegbenle, Mr, Department of History, Northwestern University.
Martha Biondi, Lorraine H. Morton Professor of Black Studies and Professor of History,
Northwestern University
Colin Bos, Chabraja Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow, Northwestern University, History Department
Jamie Carlstone, Authority Metadata Librarian, Northwestern University Library
Dolores Koenig, Professor Emerita, Anthropology, American University, Washington, DC
Chris Abani, Professor, English and Program of African Studies
Craig Koslofsky, Professor, Department of History, University of Illinois
Jonathon Glassman, Professor emeritus, Department of History, Northwestern University
Mariana Charry Esguerra, Graduate Student, History Department
Nancy Rose Hunt, Professor of History, University of Florida
Raja Ben Hammed, PhD candidate, Department of French, Northwestern University
John Bisegerwa, Mr, UAO, UCIGC, UNAA
Jacob ADESINA , Mr, History Department, Northwestern University
Umar Abdulhamid Adam , Mr, History and International Studies, Sule Lamido University, Jigawa
State, Nigeria.
Lukman Saeed Jibril, Dr, Department of History, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-Nigeria
Lynn M. Thomas, Professor , History, University of Washington
David Schoenbrun, Professor, History and Program of African Studies
Aaron Wilford, PhD candidate , History, Northwestern University
Rebecca Shumway, Associate Professor , Department of History, University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Carl Petry, Professor Emeritus, Department of History, Northwestern University
Ziyana Fazal, Doctoral Candidate/Mellon Cluster Fellow, Department History/Northwestern
University
Jeff Eden, Assistant Professor , Department of History, Northwestern University
Michaela Kleber, Assistant Professor, History Department and Center for Native American and
Indigenous Research, Northwestern University
Kathryn M. de Luna, Provost's Distinguished Associate Professor , Department of History,
Georgetown University
Rohini Menon, Graduate Student, Divinity School, University of Chicago
Esmeralda Kale , George and Mary LeCron Foster Curator , Melville J. Herskovits Library
Leslie M. Harris, Professor, History Department, Northwestern University
Gene Kannenberg, Jr., Ph.D., Research & Media Assistant, Melville J. Herskovits Library of
African Studies
Bipin, Sebastian, Dept of Communication Studies, Northwestern University
Trevor Ngwane, Dr, Department of Sociology, University of Johannesburg
Mounica Sreesai, PhD Student, Northwestern University
Rebecca Shereikis, Dr., Northwestern University, Institute for the Study of Islamic Thought in
Africa
Ihsan Ul-Ihthisam, Graduate student, University of Chicago
Brian Zuluaga, PhD Student, Northwestern University



Sthira Bhattacharya, Ms., Graduate student, University of Chicago
Zachary Klamann, PhD Student, University of Chicago, Political Science
Mitch Edwards, PhD, Northwestern University
Daniel Lapinski, Graduate Student, Department of South Asian Languages and Civilizations,
University of Chicago
Aisha Valiulla, Buffett Institute Graduate Fellow, History, Northwestern University
Parth Shrimali, PhD Student, SALC, University of Chicago
Independent Scholar, Visiting Professor, Independent Scholar
Holly Swenson, PhD, Modern British History, Northwestern University, Department of History
Zekeria Ahmed Salem, Associate Professor and ISITA Director, Political Science Northwestern
University
Ken Alder, Professor of HIstory, Northwestern University
Conrad Hirano , History PhD Candidate, Northwestern University History Department
Agustin Bayer, Mr., Northwestern University
Behailu S Mihirete, PhD student, Northwestern University
Alexsandro Silva, Doctor, Independent Researcher
Macham Mangut , Dr., Department of History, Northwestern University. Department of
Archaeology and Heritage Studies, University of Jos.
Rebecca Rwakabukoza, PhD Candidate, History, Northwestern University
Vanicleia Santos, Phd, UPENN
M Berman, PhD, Brown University
Matt Meyer, Professor , Secretary-General, International Peace Research Association
Nick Nyachega, PhD, History, University of Minnesota, Department of History
Dr. Yaari Felber-Seligman, Assistant Professor of African History, City College of New York
Luena Pereira, Associate Professor, Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro - Brasil
Osman s kamara , Yes, Sierras Leone Tour Guides Association (SLTGA)
Lawrence Mukusha , Mr, Anthropology, Kent State University
Shafaf Muradh , Doctoral Student, Dept. Of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi,
India.
Laura Hein, Harold H. and Virginia Anderson Professor of History, Northwestern University
Olawale A. Folorunsho, Mr. , University of Ilorin, Nigeria
Olawale A. Folorunso, Lecturer, Department of History, University of Ibadan.
Nwenna Kai Gates, Instructor , Community College of Philadelphia
Memunatu Saffa, Mrs, I’m a healthcare worker
Lumumba Hamilcar Shabaka , PhD, Independent Scholar
C. Cooper, Dr., Office of Cultural Affairs, Principality of Liechtenstein
Sandra Loesch, PD Dr., University of Bern
Antoon De Baets, Prof. dr. em. of history, History Department, University of Groningen, The
Netherlands
Ruben Zeeman, Co-Editor, Network of Concerned Historians
Joseph Nevins, Professor, Department of Earth Science and Geography, Vassar College
Dmitry Dubrovskiy, Dr, Department of Social Sciences, Charles University, Prague
Jimena Perry , PhD, Iona University
Pawel Sowinski, PhD, Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy of Science



Tom van der Geugten, drs., VU University Amsterdam
Vitor Fonseca, PhD, Programa de Pós-Graduação em Ciência da Informação / Universidade
Federal Fluminense (Brazil)
Sorin Antohi, Mr., Orbis Tertius Association, Bucharest
Rob van der Laarse, Em. Prof. , University of Amsterdam & VU Amsterdam, Dep. Art and
Culture,
Jonathan Gorman, Emeritus Professor of Moral Philosophy, Member, Royal Irish Academy,
specialism ethics of history
Afke, PhD candidate, NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Amsterdam
Willy LAES, Willy LAES, ere adjunct-directeur Koninklijk Atheneum Keerbergen, Belgium
Jonathan Littell, Writer, None
Prof. Dr. Eric Heinze, Professor of Law and Humanities, Law Department, Queen Mary
University of London, UK
Marco , MA, Independent researcher
Peter Stansky, Professor Emeritus, History, Stanford University
Kristin Stapleton, Professor and Chair , History Department, University at Buffalo, SUNY USA
Andrey Oleynikov, Dr. , Bielefeld University
Trudy Huskamp Peterson, Certified Archivist, International Council on Archives
Nina Schneider, DR, University of Duisburg-Essen
Norbert Fabian, Dr. phil., Lic. theol., Ruhr University Bochum, Germany
Victoria Sanford, PhD, Lehman Professor of Excellence , Anthropology, Lehman College & The
Graduate Center, City University of New York
Lotte Hughes, Dr , Hon. Associate, The Open University (UK)
Pär Frohnert, Professor, Department of History, Stockholm University
Erkki Tuomioja, Ph.D.; Adjunct Professor Political History, President Historians without Borders
Finland
Antonio Duplá, I agree with the open letter of support for Dr. Chernoh Alpha M. Bah., Faculty of
Arts, The University of the Basque Country
Grosse, Professor, University of Lausanne
Biskup Jean, masterdecreet law and science countries central europe, pensionned trade union
jurist and lecturer
Marika Sherwood, Dr, ICwS, University of London
Ziad, Signature , Education
Dana Cushing, Mx, Historian
Juan Maiguashca, Oxford Ph.D. , Visiting professor, Area de Historia, Universidad Andina
Simón Bolívar, sede Quito, Ecuador
Edit Szegedi, Ph.D., Universitatea Babes-Bolyai
Arthur Alfaix Assis, Associate Professor, History Department, University of Brasília
Milissão Nuvunga, Policy Analyst , Executive Director, Center for the Studies of Peace, Conflict
and Well-Being (CEPCB)
Julia C. Schneider, Dr., Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Asian Studies, University College Cork
Barbara Henkes, Dr., University of Groningen
Rosa Caroli, Professor, Ca' Foscari University of Venice
Kaat Wils, Full Professor, History Department, KU Leuven, Belgium



Alexander Karn, Associate Professor of History, Colgate University (NY, USA)
Blythe Alice Raviola, Professor, Università degli studi di Milano
Dr. Gerben Zaagsma, Assistant Professor, University of Luxemburg
Alessandro Tessari, Mr., University of Groningen
Beer Prakken, PhD Student , University of Groningen
Ima Poveda, Historian, FUAC
Rodrigo Patto Sá Motta, Professor and historian, UFMG
Pilar Domínguez , Historian , University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Lyn S. Graybill, Ph.D., Independent Scholar, N/A
Nóra Séllei, Prof., University of Debrecen, Hungary
Maati Monjib, Historian and journalist (Morocco), Mohammed V University
Pien, Dr, Independent scholar/concerned citizen
Dr Natalia Gerodetti, Dr, Leeds Beckett University
Súsanna Margrét Gestsdóttir, Assistant Professor, University of Iceland
Pien Versteegh, Independent Scholar, NAB
Dariusz Stola, prof., ISP PAN, Warsaw, Poland
Sorin Antohi, Mr., Orbis Tertius Association, Bucharest
Michal Kopecek, Dr., Institute of Contemporary History, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague
Sanne van der Kaaij -Gandhi , Dr. , Bombay International School
Marta, Kargol, The Hague University of Applied Sciences
Willem V. Sopacua, MA, None
Jaime Alvar, Prof., Instituto de Historiografía. Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Tom van der Geugten, drs., VU University Amsterdam
Lex Heerma van Voss, Prof. em. dr., Utrecht University
Maria Grever, Em.prof.dr., History Department, Erasmus University Rotterdam
Alejandro García-Sanjuán, Dr, University of Huelva (Spain)
Alessandro Tessari, MA History, University of Groningen
Nina Schneider, Dr, University of Duisburg-Essen
Christophe Araújo, Associated Professor of Portuguese Civilization, University of Paris Nanterre
Andrey Oleynikov, Dr, Bielefeld University
Heta Hedman, Secretary General, Historians without Borders in Finland
Gerben Zaagsma, Assistant Professor, University of Luxemburg
Patrick McGee, Graduate Student , CUNY Queens College
Benoit-Michel Tock, Professor of History of the Middle Ages, Université de Strasbourg
Pedro Caldas, Dr., Department of History, UNIRIO
Gro Hagemann, Professor emerita, University of Oslo
Jane Hathaway, Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor Emerita, Dept. of History, Ohio
State University
Jos van Beurden, Dr., Independent
Leo Spitzer, Vernon Professor of History Emeritus and Research Professor, Dartmouth College
(USA)
Lotte Hughes, Dr , Independent scholar, Hon. Associate The Open University (UK)
Margaret M. Power , Professor of History, emerita, Humanities, Illinois Tech
Prof Philippe Denis, historian, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Professor, University of



KwaZulu-Natal
Walter Kissling, Ass. Prof. Dr., Univ. of Vienna
Gabriel Andreescu, Prof.univ.hab., Univsersity of West, Timisoara
Dr. Norbert Fabian, Dr., Ruhr Universitat Bochum
Bert Lockwood , Distinguished Service Professor and Director of the Urban Morgan Institute for
Human Rights , University of Cincinnati College of Law
Dr. Frits Zwart, musicologist, Dr., Private
Sunday Abraham OGUNODE, Dr, Department of History and International Studies, Adekunle
Ajasin University Ondo State Nigeria
Antonio Duplá, Professor of Ancient History, The University of the Basque Country (Spain)
Arthur Alfaix Assis, Associate Professor, University of Brasilia
Kees Ribbens, Prof Dr , History Dept., Erasmus University Rotterdam
Grosse, Professor, Université de Lausanne
Pien Versteegh, Dr., Independent Scholar
Daniel Woolf, Professor, History, Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada
Antia Wiersma, Director, Royal Netherlands Historical Society
Pr Nacéra Benseddik, Professor, Retired
Rebecca Saunders, Professor of Comparative Literature, Illinois State University
Alexander Karn, Associate Professor of History, Colgate University (NY, USA)
A.kamara, A .kamara , Logistics worker
Abubakarr Jalloh, Mr., Social Justice Activist
Mathijs Eskes, MA, None
Oumar, Barry, Utrecht city council
A. Geurts, Dr, Radboud University
Henry Harriman, Library Staff, Northwestern
Issa Alusine Kamara , Mr., Egerton University, Nairobi, Kenya
Cyril Shafume Cummings-John , Engineer, Computer department


