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Raymond Chandler s Continuing Noir Mysteries

Degrace Kingsley, fearing more for his own reputation than for the safety
of his wife, hires Private Investigator Philip Marlowe to uncover her
whereabouts after receiving conflicting reports about her. Marlowe also learns
that a woman named Murial Chess, wife of the handyman who looks after the
Kingsley’s cabin at Little Fawn Lake, disappeared around the same time only to
turn up dead and hidden in the lake. Suspicious of the coincidence, Marlowe
begins investigating the disappearances of both women much to the chagrin of
Mr. Kingsley, the Bay City police (especially a ruthless detective named
Degarmo), and a doctor of ill repute who’s wife also died under mysterious

circumstances several years ago.

White Knight, Dark World

As with Chandler’s other novels one of the best sources of tension comes
from Marlowe, who does his best to act with integrity in a world where greed,
corruption, and apathy all conspire to disintegrate the moral core of every
character. Marlowe comes across as jaded, cold-blooded, and detached because
he needs to be in order to do his job. In his unguarded moments, though, readers
see a man tormented by dreams about the drowned woman, who realizes the
emptiness of his personal life, and understands the necessity of loneliness in his
line of work even while wishing for more meaningful interpersonal
relationships. Nonetheless, Marlowe manages to deport himself with class and
wit that other characters seem to lack all while making progress on several

investigations.



In order to get anything done with his cases, though, Marlowe resorts to
means that, while effective, are morally questionable. Feeding liquor to an
alcoholic for information, breaking and entering, and not contacting the police
after discovering a body are all ethically questionable to say the least. The
readers ultimately side with Marlowe because his moral center remains
untarnished despite being constantly warned off the cases, bribery attempts, and
police brutality. In each case, Marlowe doesn’t rattle under the pressure.
Chandler presents a world in which good and evil—black and white—are
inseparably mixed, so readers side with Marlowe whose grey appears

significantly less dark that those around him.

Technical Noir

An element that is both intriguing and frustrating to readers is the first
person point of view. Everything is filtered through Marlowe’s perspective, yet
the readers learn little about him directly. He proves his character through his
deeds and his analysis of everything external rather than through long
soliloquies about his private life and feelings. This development forces readers
to pay close attention to not only the intricate details of the plot but also the
many subtexts of dialogue and actions characters take to make up their own
minds. In this way, Marlowe, too, is a mystery that unfolds alongside the
criminal and social conspiracies of the novel.

Chandler also crafts an atmosphere that is distinctly 1940°s American West
Coast in that there are direct references to the war effort, such as one man
waiting for his enlistment papers to clear and the sentry on the dam at Puma
Lake. The underlying dread about the war colors the way readers see many
characters trying to escape the uncertainty about World War II through
vacationing, drug use, identity theft, and occasionally murder.

The Lady in the Lake is a thrilling hard-boiled detective novel that reads at
a fast pace in spite of the substantial amount of details to be had. By keeping all



the information straight up through the revelatory climax Chandler proves

himself once again to be the master of the form.
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Hesminna mema «nyapy» 6 meopax Patimonoa Yanonepa

Hepic Kinrcni, Ounblie MOOOIOIOYKMCH 3a BIACHY pEMyTaliio, aHDK 3a
Oe3MeKy BIIAaCHOI IPYKWHU, HaliMae MpuBaTHOro aeTektrBa Pinina Maproy ams
Toro, mo0 ii posmykaru. [IpuunHOI0O cTana HeoaHO3HayHa 1HGOpMAIlS, SKY
YOJIOBIK Ai3HaBcs mpo Hei. Takoxk Mapioy po3kpuBae, IO KIHKa Ha 1M’S
Miopien Yec, apyxuHa pi3HOPOOOUOTO, KOTpa HAIIsSAAA 32 KOTEIKEM MOOIU3Y
o3epa Jlitmi-doyH, mo Hanexutrh KiHrcni, 3HukIa 0€3BICTH MPUOIM3HO B TOU
e caMUui 4ac, ane i 3HalIUIM y BoJax o3epa MepTBOI0. Takwii 30ir BUAAETHCS
JETEKTUBY IT1JIO3PUIUM 1 BiH TOYMHAE PO3CIIyBaHHS 3HUKHEHHS 000X KIHOK,
10 BUKIMKAE BEJIMKE He3anoBosieHHs Mictepa Kinrcmi, nominii beid-Citi
(ocobmuBO Oe3xamicHOTO JeTeKTWBa Ha iMm's Jlerapmo) Ta mikaps, sIKAN
IIPOCIABUBCS CBOEIO MOTaHOIO PEMyTAall€l0, Yns APYKUHA JACKIJIbKAa POKIB TOMY

TAKOX ITOMCPJIa IIPpH 3araJIkOBux oOCTaBHUHAX.

Ilpobnuck Haodii'y ceimi, cno8HeH020 8i0YAI0

Mk 1 B iHmmMX pomanax YaHjyiepa OChOBUM IIEHTPOM KOH(QIIIKTY BUCTYIIA€
caM JEeTeKTHB Mapioy, SIKHid poOUTh BCE MOXIIMBE, HAMAaralOuuch UYWHUTH
N0OpPOCOBICHO y CBITI, /1€ NAHYIOTh KaJI10HICTh, KOPYIILIS Ta OailayXICTh, 5K

IParHyTh 3pyHWHYBaTH MOPAJbHHUMN CTEPKEHb KOXKHOIO IepcoHaxa. Mapioy y



TBOP1 MOCTA€ IUHIYHUM, XOJOJHOKPOBHUM Ta O€3eMOLIMHUM, aJpKe CaMe TaK
Ma€ TIOBOJAWTHCH CHPaBXKHIA JeTeKTHB. [IpoTe y MOOAMHOKI MOMEHTH YWTad
0auuTh y HBOMY YOJIOBIKA, KOTPOTO MyYaThb CHHU 3 YTOIUICHOIO KIHKOIO, IO
HAITOBXye Mapiioy Ha po3AyMH MPO HIKYEMHICTh BJIACHOTO KUTTS Ta 3MYIIIYE
HOro yCBIIOMUTH HEOOXIJHICTb CaMOTHOCTI Yy cBOili poboti. Boanouac
JETEKTHUB Mpi€ Mpo OUIBII 3HAYyIll MIKOCOOMCTICHI BIIHOCHMHHU. | Bce K,
Mapnoy BHA€ThCA YCHIIIHO MNPOCYBATUCH Y PO3B’SA3aHHI OJIpazy AEKLIBKOX
CIpaB Ta MPH OMY JAEMOHCTPYBaTH MpodecioHa i3M Ta METUKYBAaTICTh, YOTO,
3maBayiocs 06, Opakye 1HIIUM MMEPCOHAKAM.

[[MorrpaBma, ACTEKTUB, B HaMaraHHsIX JOCATTH TEBHUX PE3yJbTATIB Y
PO3CIIyBaHHSIX BIAETHCS JO, X0U 1 €PEKTUBHMX, ajié MOPAIbHO CYMHIBHHMX
3ac00iB.

HamyBanust anmkorodika Jikepom, o0 po3noOytu iHdopmarlito, He3aKOHHE
IIPOHUKHEHHS 31 3JI0MOM, a TAKOXK HEXTYBaHHS 00OB’SI3KOM BUKJIMKATH MOJIIIIO
MICTs BUSBIICHHS TiUIa, M'SKO KaKyd4H, Cylepedyarb €THYHUM HopMmaMm. Ywray
BpeHITi-pemT cTtae Ha OiK Mapioy, OCKUIbKM HKHOTrO MOpPaJIbHHIM KOMIIac
3QJIMIIAETHCS HE3aIUIIMOBAHMM, HAaBITh MOINPH MOCTIMHI MOTrpo3u, 100 BiH
MPU3YNUHUB PO3CIITyBaHHS, CHPOOM XaOapHUIITBA 1 KOPCTOKICTH 3 OOKY
nmouimii. Y BCIX 3a3HaYEHUX BHUIMAJIKaX Mapiioy He JIaMaeThCs MM THCKOM.
Yannanep 3MalbOBYE CBIT, y SIKOMy J00pOo 1 3]0 — CBITJIO Ta TEeMpsBa—
HEPO3PUBHO IEPEIUTITAIOTHCS, BIATAK YHWTadl CTAlOTh Ha OIK JCTEKTHBA, YHs
CYTHICTb BUIIPOMIHIOE TMPOMIHYMK HaAll y MNPOHU3aHOMY O€3HaJI€r0

CYCITUTBCTBI.

«Kinxa 6 ozepi» sk asuuje Hyapno2o pomamy

XyI0KHBOIO JACTAILTIO, 110 OJHOYACHO 1 3aXOTUIIOE, 1 pO34apOBY€E YUTAUA, €
OTOB1/Ib BiJI MepiIoi ocodu. Yce cipuilMaeTbest uepes npusMy o6adeHHs Mapioy,
a mpore 0e3MoCepeHbO MPO TOJOBHOIO T'eposl YUTau AI3HAETHCA AYXKE Mao.

Horo xapakrtep MpOSIBISIETbCS TMEpeayCiM uepe3 HOoro BUMHKU Ta aHali3



HABKOJIMIIIHBOT JIIACHOCTI, @ HE 4Yepe3 JOBI1 MOHOJOTU IMPO CBOE OcoOucCTe
KUTTS Ta TOYYTTSA 1 MEepexuBaHHA. Taka mojada 3MYyIIye YuTada HE TITBKH
MOMIYATH 3aruTyTaHl JeTail CIOKETYy, a W PO3yMITH MIATEKCTOBY CKJIAQJ0BY
JIaJIOTIB Ta BUMHKIB MEPCOHAXKIB, 11100 chopMyBaTH BIIaCHY TyMKy. BilmoBiaHO
1 cam Mapnoy mocTrae 3arajakor0, sika PO3KPUBAETHCS B XOJA1 PO3TOPTAHHS
pOMaHy mapaJiebHO 3 BUKPUTTSAM KPUMIHAIBHUX Ta COIIaIbHUX 3MOB.

Bapro Takox Big3HauuTu, 1m0 YaHayiep YITKO BIATBOPIOE aTrMocdepy
3axiguoro y36epesxoks CIIIA 1940-x pokiB, 10 BUSBISIETHCS Y MIPSMUX 3rajiKax
BOEHHOTO CTaHy JepkaBu. Hampukiaa, B TBOpl 300pa)KyeThCs €MI30A, JI€
YOJIOBIK OYiKY€ IMiITBEPIKCHHS JO3BOJIy Ha 3apaxyBaHHS Ha BIMCHKOBY CITYXOy
100pOBOJIBIIEM, TA CIIEHA 13 COJIIATOM Ha CTOPOXKi rpedii Ha o3epa [Tyma. Crpax
BIHH JIGKUTH JIC)KUTh B OCHOBI pOMaHy Ta BIUIMBAE HA TE€, IKUM YHHOM YHUTAY
cnpuiimMae 0OararbOX TepoiB, 10 HAMaramThCs «3alIKyBaTH» MOUYTTS
HEBU3HAYEHOCTI, sike BUHUKIJIO Ha ¢oHl [pyroi CBiTOBOI BiifHH, 3 JOIMOMOIOIO
reIOHICTUYHOIO BIJMIOYMHKY, HAPKOTHKIB, KPaJII’KOK OCOOMCTHX AaHUX Ta 4ac
B1JT yacy BOUBCTB.

«Kinka 6 o03epi» - 1e 3axXOIUTIOIOYUN pPOMaH MIHKAHPY «KPYyTOTO
netextuBy» (hard-boiled), sxuii, monpu BenTWKy HACHUEHICTHh TEKCTY JACTAISIMH,
YUTAETHCS y MIBUJKOMY TeMri. Tpumarouu BCIO 1H(POpPMAIIil0 B TAEMHHII BiJl
yyTaya ax /10 JOBFOOYIKYBaHOI KyJabMiHallii, YaHasiep BKOTpE TOBOJUTH CBOIO

MaNCTEPHICTh Y IbOMY >KaHPi.



