Sunday August 23rd, 2026

13th Sunday After Pentecost

Community Lutheran Church
920 Drever St, West Sacramento, CA



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you: - Jack for leading worship!
- Reverend Shirley for the message today!
- Bruce for musical accompaniment!

Today we will celebrate communion. If you feel it is a gift for you, please prepare
your “bread of life” and “cup of life” for the communion.

CONFESSION AND CELEBRATION

One: Let us state our faith together:
ALL: BLESSED BE THE HOLY TRINITY, THE ONE WHO FASHIONS US, THE
ONE WHO HEALS US, AND THE ONE WHO REFORMS US AGAIN AND

AGAIN. AMEN.

OPENING HYMN - “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
(Please stand as you are able.)

My faith looks up to Thee, Thou light of Calvary,
Healer Divine!
Now hear me while | pray, Take all my fears away,
Oh, let me from this day, Be wholly Thine!

May Thy rich grace impart, Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire!
As Thou has loved for me, Oh, may my love to Thee,
Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!

While life’s troubles | tread, And grief’s around me spread,
Be Thou my guide!
Bid angels come to stay, Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray, From Thee aside!

When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s warm, loving stream,
Shall o’er me roll!
Blest Spirit, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove,
Oh, bear me safe above, A welcomed soul!

Page 2




One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:

ALL:

CALL TO WORSHIP

Holy One, the world is abundant. It is filled with wonder.
THE WORLD HOLDS IMMENSE BEAUTY IN PEOPLE, THINGS, AND
EVENTS.

In this generous world, our needs are met through many sources. Our
desires are fulfilled through many channels.

WE REVEL IN THE SATISFACTION OF A JOB WELL DONE, PAY FOR
SERVICES RENDERED, AND THE THANK YOU OF GRATITUDE. WE
ARE THANKFUL FOR ALL OF THE DAILY AND WONDERFUL GIFTS
THAT ARE OURS! AMEN!

THE INVOCATION

Holy One, source of all, we give thanks for loving humor, a tender smile, a
compassionate conversation -- all are signs of wealth in our lives.

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR DIVINE BEAUTY IN GOOD FOOD AND
MUSIC, THE FEELINGS OF SUNLIGHT ON OUR SKIN, AND THE
SCENT OF FLOWERS.

In gratitude we notice the smile of a stranger, the leap of a cat, the sound
of a train whistle.

WE REVEL IN THE SATISFACTION OF A JOB WELL DONE, PAY FOR
SERVICES RENDERED, AND THE THANK YOU OF GRATITUDE. WE
ARE THANKFUL FOR ALL OF THE GIFTS THAT ARE OURS! AMEN!

YOUTH HYMN - “This Little Light of Mine”
(The congregation may be seated.)

CHORUS:

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE, I'M GONNA LET IT SHINE.
THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE, I'M GONNA LET IT SHINE.
THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE, I'M GONNA LET IT SHINE.
LET IT SHINE, LET IT SHINE, LET IT SHINE!

Everywhere | go, I’'m gonna let it shine.
Everywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine.
Everywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. CHORUS
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THE SCRIPTURES - Romans 12:1-8
(Volunteer or Worship Leader)

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of Divine mercy, to
present your bodies as a living vessel, sacred and acceptable to the Holy One,
which is your reasonable act of worship.

Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the
mind, so that you may discern what Divine wisdom and will—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each
according to faith to which you are called.
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Sophia/Christ, and
individually we are members one of another.
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophet, minister,
teacher, encourager, giver, diligent leader, cheerful empath.

SPIRITUAL READING - Quote by

Karim Wafe Al Hussaini

We are all the children of the almighty Creator, How foolish of people to think
some might be better.

SPIRITUAL READING - Quote by Chief Cochise

| was going around the world with the clouds when the Creator spoke to my
thoughts and told me...

...be at peace with all.

One: This ends today’s readings.
ALL: THANK YOU, HOLY ONE.
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SERMON HYMN - “Here | Am Now”

I, Who made the sea and sky,
| have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in doubt and fear, My hand will save.
[, Who made the stars of night,
| will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?

CHORUS:
HERE | AM, NOW. IS IT I, NOW?
| HAVE HEARD YOU CALLING IN THE NIGHT.
| WILL GO, NOW, IF YOU LEAD ME.
| WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE IN MY HEART!

I, Who made the snow and rain,
| have borne My people’s pain.
| have wept for love of them, They turn away.
| will melt their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
| will speak My word to them. Whom shall | send?
CHORUS

I, Who made the wind and flame,
| will tend the poor and lame.
| will set a feast for them, My hand will save.
Finest bread | will provide, til' their hearts be satisfied.
| will give My life to them. Whom shall | send?
CHORUS

THE SERMON - Reverend Shirley
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THE OFFERING

One: Please stand as you are able for the offering and together sing Alleluia.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
ALL: WE BELIEVE IN THE HOLY ONE, IN DIVINE LOVE, REVEALED IN
MARY OF NAZARETH, REVEALED IN HER SON JESUS, AND
REVEALED IN OUR LIVES TODAY.

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR MAKER HAS A PURPOSE FOR THE WORLD
AND A PURPOSE FOR OUR LIVES.

WE BELIEVE THAT ETERNAL LOVE PROTECTS US AND GUIDES US
THROUGH OUR LIVES.

WE BELIEVE IN THE LIFE-GIVING POWER OF THE SPIRIT.

WE BELIEVE THAT THE HOLY ONE CALLS OUR LIVES TO LOVE AND
SERVICE AND THAT IN DIVINE LOVE, LIFE LEADS TO THE FULLNESS
OF GOODNESS, TRUTH, AND BEAUTY.

WE BELIEVE IN THE GRACE WE SHARE WITH OUR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN FAITH, THE LOVE OF THE ALMIGHTY ONE, AND THE
GUIDING PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT.

AMEN!
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One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:

One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:

THE PRAYERS
(The congregation may be seated.)

Holy One, we rejoice in the blessed abundance You have given us.
WE PRAISE YOU FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION WHICH ALLOWS
US TO GATHER HERE.

We thank You for the freedom of expression.
WE PRAISE YOU FOR THE FREEDOM TO COME AND GO.

We thank You for the benefits of education.
WE PRAISE YOU FOR THE FREEDOM TO DREAM OUR DREAMS AND
TO STRIVE TO MAKE THEM COME TRUE.

We rejoice in the bounty of this fruitful land, which provides us with plentiful
food and beautiful places to rest and play.

IN FAITH AND UNITY WE ARE STRONG. THANK YOU HOLY ONE FOR
THIS LAND IN WHICH WE LIVE. AMEN!

Now, let us pray for all of creation, according to their needs:

(after each set of prayers)
Holy One, Loving Spirit,
WE TRUST IN YOUR GUIDANCE AND GRACE.

(in conclusion)
Aloud and silently in our hearts, we send healing for all whom we pray,
trusting in Your infinite presence, as we pray. Now, gathered into one by
the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
OUR MOTHER AND FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR
NAME. YOUR REALM SHALL COME, YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON
EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND
FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO
TRESPASS AGAINST US. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT
DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THE REALM, THE POWER AND THE
GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER.

AMEN.
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PREPARING FOR BLESSINGS AND COMMUNION
One: Let us now prepare for communion.

One: As Jesus ate the Passover meal with friends,
ALL: ON THE NIGHT OF HIS BETRAYAL.

One: Jesus took some of the bread and blessed it.
ALL: HE GAVE IT TO THE OTHERS AND SAID,

One: This is the bread of life, for you.
ALL: HE TOOK THE CUP, AND BLESSED IT.

One: He gave it to the others, and said,
ALL: THIS IS THE CUP OF LIFE, FOR YOU.

One: As | give you the bread of life, and the cup of life,
ALL: SO | ALSO GIVE MY OWN LIFE FOR YOU. AMEN.

One: Let us now celebrate as guided by the usher.

THE BENEDICTION

One: Holy One, think Your thoughts in us.
ALL: DO YOUR WORK THROUGH US.

One: Build Your peace in us.
ALL: SHARE YOUR LOVE THROUGH US.

One: Holy Spirit, giver of power,
ALL: MAY THE BOLDNESS OF YOUR SPIRIT TRANSFORM US,

One: May Your Spirit's gentleness lead us,
ALL: AND MAY YOUR GIFTS EQUIP US TO SERVE OTHERS AND LIVE
INCREASINGLY IN FAITH FOR THE REST OF OUR DAYS.

AMEN!
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CLOSING HYMN - “When The Roll Is Called”

When the trumpet from above shall sound,

And time shall be no more,

And the morning breaks eternal, bright and fair —
When the loved of Earth shall gather

Over on the other shore,

And the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there!

CHORUS:
WHEN THE ROLL IS CALLED UP YONDER, (repeat 3x)
WHEN THE ROLL IS CALLED UP YONDER, I'LL BE THERE!

On that bright and cloudless morning,

When the dead in faith shall rise,

And the glory of the resurrection share —

When the joyful ones shall gather

To their home beyond the skies,

And the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there! CHORUS

Let us labor in love’s goodness

From the dawn ‘til setting sun,

Let us talk of all that wondrous love and care,

Then when all of life is over,

And our work on earth is done,

And the roll is called up yonder, we’ll be there! CHORUS

CLOSING STATEMENTS

One: (Thank you’s....)
ALL: AMEN. THANK YOU HOLY ONE!

Have a wonderful day!

Page 9




