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Activists Lay 333 Flowers at Farmer John 

Slaughterhouse, One for Each Infected Worker 
Activists with Direct Action Everywhere are calling for a statewide moratorium on 

factory farms and slaughterhouses, citing animal and worker abuse 

(PHOTO/VIDEO) 

 
Workers entering Farmer John slaughterhouse cross a line of flowers placed by activists.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xtkss7r84394jly/AABvPQiv-Pal2-QCXh3_ZOxUa?dl=0


December 11, Vernon, CA – As seen on Facebook livestream, earlier this afternoon, activists with 
the animal rights network Direct Action Everywhere (DxE) lay 333 roses down the street outside 
Smithfield’s Farmer John slaughterhouse in Vernon, LA, one flower for each worker who has 
been infected with COVID-19 at the facility. Last month, OSHA issued over $100,000 in fines 
against the company for failing to protect workers. 18 more workers have been infected with the 
virus since then.  
 
Smithfield has not halted operations at its Vernon slaughterhouse during the pandemic, except for 
several hours during a DxE protest in September, where 26 people were arrested after chaining 
themselves to the entrance of the slaughterhouse. Days earlier, seven DxE activists were arrested 
at the same facility after attempting to rescue a pig from inside the slaughterhouse. 
 
“We are going to continue protesting Farmer John until the day it shuts down,” said Brittany 
Drake, an organizer with DxE’s LA chapter which hosted the protest.  
 
While slaughterhouses nationwide have been hotspots for spreading the current pandemic, 
scientists say that factory farms create an ideal breeding ground for the next one. DxE 
investigated a Farmer John factory pig farm in rural Tulare County, CA this April and took fecal 
samples which tested positive for Porcine Respiratory Coronavirus (PRCv), which has the 
potential to mutate and become deadly to humans. INVESTIGATION VIDEO HERE 
 
DxE says bold action is the only action that makes sense to address the current crisis, so it’s 
leading a coalition of dozens of organizations calling on California Governor Gavin Newsom to 
issue an immediate moratorium on the construction of new factory farms and slaughterhouses in 
the state.​
 

https://www.facebook.com/DirectActionEverywhereLosAngeles/videos/209440237338505
http://www.directactioneverywhere.com/
https://mynewsla.com/crime/2020/09/29/animal-rights-activists-arrested-at-farmer-john-slaughterhouse-2/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-09-26/animal-rights-activists-arrested-rescue-pig-farmer-john-slaughterhouse
https://vdl.iastate.edu/portal/Cases/Review/2020033001?security=ew4dAGQvo2g7xBJoUuTdnq8N3BXGTFeX
https://www.facebook.com/515856298444724/videos/693080618084954/
https://www.nomorefactoryfarms.com

