
Quotes not cited in this doc are as copied from the praise page of the 2016 paperback trilogy 
box set editions of The Magicians and The Magician’s Land by Lev Grossman. 

Introduction 
 
Random House Publishing Group: “The Magicians (TV Tie-In Edition)” 
https://www.randomhousebooks.com/books/303321/ 
 
The New York Times: “A Finale to Sooth Cravings for Magic” by Sarah Lyall 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/08/books/book-review-magicians-land-ends-lev-grossmans-tri
logy.html?unlocked_article_code=1.W00.GP9V.t6xfaQSbPyiq&smid=url-share 
 
The New York Times: “Review: ‘The Magicians,’ on Syfy, Draws Students Into a Fantasy That’s 
Real” by Mike Hale 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/25/arts/television/review-the-magicians-on-syfy-draws-student
s-into-a-fantasy-thats-real.html?unlocked_article_code=1.W00.T94j.4cqbozey1vdH&smid=url-sh
are 
 
Indy Week: “”Adult fantasy author Lev Grossman on his work, Harry Potter, and Evelyn Waugh” 
by Gerry Canavan (archived 7/27/14) 
https://web.archive.org/web/20140727052242/https://indyweek.com/indyweek/adult-fantasy-aut
hor-lev-grossman-on-his-work-harry-potter-and-evelyn-waugh/Content?oid=2640669 
 
Suki Wessling: “A grown-up Harry Potter for me and you” 
https://sukiwessling.com/2014/09/a-grown-up-harry-potter-for-me-and-you/ 
 
Buzzfeed: “This New Syfy Show Is ‘Harry Potter’ For Grownups” by Kate Arthur 
https://www.buzzfeed.com/kateaurthur/the-making-of-the-magicians 
 
The New York Times: “Enchanted Connections” by Edan Lepucki 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/03/books/review/the-magicians-land-by-lev-grossman.html?u
nlocked_article_code=1.W00.h177.eMO94dWwqkHN&smid=url-share 
 
The Guardian: “The Magicians is Harry Potter for grown-ups” by Damien Walter: 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/sep/16/magician-king-harry-potter-grown-ups 
 
The New York Times: “Inside the List” by Parul Sehgal 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/24/books/review/inside-the-list.html?searchResultPosition=8 
 
The Atlantic: “The Magicians: Sex, Drugs, and the Supernatural” by David Sims 
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/01/the-magicians-syfy-lev-grossman-revi
ew/426924/ 
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Vulture: “The Magicians Trilogy Author Lev Grossman Explains His Cultural Influences” by 
Amanda Dobbins 
https://www.vulture.com/2014/07/lev-grossman-explains-his-cultural-influences.html 
 
The New York Times: “Abracadabra Angst” by Michael Agger 
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/13/books/review/Agger-t.html?unlocked_article_code=1.W00.
-8CG.84jbyPpvQOmH&smid=url-share 
 
Anne on Goodreads, reviewing The Magicians (The Magicians, #1): 
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1865467166 
 
inverarity: “Book Review: The Magicians, by Lev Grossman” 
https://inverarity.livejournal.com/42286.html 
 
Paige Smith: “The Magicians Trilogy Review” 
https://paigesmith.net/2021/01/26/the-magicians-trilogy-review/ 
 
The New York Times: “Further Adventures of a Magician from Brooklyn” by Dan Kois 
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/28/books/review/the-magician-king-by-lev-grossman-book-rev
iew.html?unlocked_article_code=1.W00.bd91.4imokjO2onSo&smid=url-share 
 
Theloosecravat: “BookTok, explained” https://theloosecravat.substack.com/p/booktok-explained 
 
Barnes and Noble (Chula Vista, CA) on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/BNOtayRanch/photos/a.2249768028635991/2989059184706868/?ty
pe=3&_rdr 
 
The Daily Fandom: “‘BookTok:’ The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly” by Marissa Osman 
https://thedailyfandom.org/booktok-the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly/ 
 
Barnes and Noble Waterworks on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/BNWaterworks/status/1417953194039255040 
 
coronadocougars.net: “‘Booktok’ Breeds Newfound Readers” by Aubree Geerhart 
http://www.coronadocougars.net/blog/2022/02/01/booktok-breeds-newfound-readers/ (ed. note: 
I would not recommend clicking on that link because it has redirected to some scammy garbage 
every time I’ve clicked and this is just the source of a photo I found through Google Images so 
the article is not really relevant anyway) 
 
Encyclopedia Britannica: “The Secret History” written by Paul Myerscough  
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Secret-History 
 
r/TheSecretHistory: https://www.reddit.com/r/TheSecretHistory/ 
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today.com: “Donna Tartt answers 11 questions about ‘The Secret History’” by Elena Nicolaou 
https://www.today.com/popculture/books/donna-tartt-secret-history-interview-questions-rcna625
01 
 
LA Times: “It’s not your grandma’s Book of the Month Club” by Ellen F. Brown 
https://www.latimes.com/books/la-ca-jc-book-of-the-month-club-20161128-story.html 
 
Ghost: “Chapter 14 - Road Trip” https://youtu.be/yiiWuAjVfkY?si=cchucxDsUXIhCq3P 
 
Rowan Ellis: “The Problem with Dark Academia” 
https://youtu.be/sfkYXVdkUEE?si=xNnhFRd09Usc96CF 
 
The Book Leo: “dark academia reading vlog ✒️ the secret history vs babel *spoiler-free*” 
 https://youtu.be/R5M3VcAHcJU?si=xpb46bsK2RLcsrWb 
 
Fanlore: “HPforGrownups” https://fanlore.org/wiki/HPforGrownups 
 
Pasadena Public Library: “Books for Grown-Up Harry Potter Fans” 
https://pasadena-library.net/adult_services/2017/books-for-grown-up-harry-potter-fans/ 
 
 r/booksuggestions: “Harry Potter for adults?” 
https://www.reddit.com/r/booksuggestions/comments/109omp0/harry_potter_for_adults/ 
 
Arapahoe Libraries: “I’m an adult Harry Potter Fan and I Need Grown-up Books” 
https://arapahoelibraries.bibliocommons.com/list/share/676655218/689545531 
 
Speechify: “Books like Harry Potter for adults” by Cliff Weitzman 
https://speechify.com/audiobooks/blog/books-like-harry-potter-for-adults/ 
 
Country Living: “20 Spellbinding Books Like Harry Potter to Read if You Loved the Series” by 
Leah Hall 
https://www.countryliving.com/life/entertainment/g40864670/books-like-harry-potter/?utm_sourc
e=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=arb_ga_clv_md_pmx_hybd_mix_us_1871162994
7&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAivGuBhBEEiwAWiFmYTMlTVWQZwuSJCraBf6C97JHD-AB0
cp9YSGBIMVmwF_OLHMx6HNqPxoCkwgQAvD_BwE 
 
Popsugar: “10 Books Like Harry Potter For Adults That Will Have You Saying, ‘Boredom 
Managed’” by Corinne Sullivan 
https://www.popsugar.com/entertainment/books-like-harry-potter-for-adults-47331276 
 
Parnassus Books: “A Discovery of Witches: A Novel (All Souls Series #1) (Hardcover)” 
https://www.parnassusbooks.net/book/9780670022410 
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Bustle: “Leigh Bardugo Announces Another Grisha Book” by K.W. Colyard 
https://www.bustle.com/p/the-best-magic-universe-since-harry-potter-is-getting-another-book-34
374 
 
Macmillan: “Ninth House” https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250313072/ninthhouse 
 
Huffpost: “‘Ready Player One’: An Interview with Author Ernest Cline” by Rebecca Serle 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ready-player-one-ernest-cline-interview_b_929300 
 
Penguin Random House: “Ready Player One” 
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/209887/ready-player-one-by-ernest-cline/ 
 
The Observer: “First-time novelist weaves £1m magic” by David Smith 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2004/feb/22/books.booksnews 
 
Variety: “‘Strange’ casts pic spell” by Adam Dawtree (archived 11/13/2012) 
https://web.archive.org/web/20121113205133/http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117910574?ref
CatId=1246 
 
Time: “J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Series: Curing Harry Potter Withdrawal: Jonathan Strange 
and Mr. Norrell by Susanna Clarke” by Lev Grossman 
https://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1637886_1638374_1638361,00
.html 
 
Vulture: “The Magicians Trilogy Author Lev Grossman Explains His Cultural Influences” by 
Amanda Dobbins 
https://www.vulture.com/2014/07/lev-grossman-explains-his-cultural-influences.html 
 
Reactor: “A Brief Guide to the Hidden Allusions in The Magicians” by Lev Grossman 
https://reactormag.com/a-brief-guide-to-the-hidden-allusions-in-the-magicians/ 
 
r/fantasy: “What are your thoughts on ‘The Magicians’ by Lev Grossman.” 
https://www.reddit.com/r/Fantasy/comments/138usm5/what_are_your_thoughts_on_the_magici
ans_by_lev/ 
 
Media Factory: “Lev Grossman: The Magician’s Land” 
https://youtu.be/CkzZ19WVAEQ?si=_FNoXMQABNyoEsE7 
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Resources Regarding J.K. Rowling’s Transphobia 
A basic timeline: 
https://theweek.com/feature/1020838/jk-rowlings-transphobia-controversy-a-complete-timeline 
 
A more detailed timeline including context and commentary: 
https://www.vox.com/culture/23622610/jk-rowling-transphobic-statements-timeline-history-controv
ersy 
 
A few exhaustive YouTube videos including context and commentary from a trans perspective: 

●​ Contrapoints: “J.K. Rowling” https://youtu.be/7gDKbT_l2us?si=K9i1GY_Zty58ut8f 
●​ Contrapoints: “The Witch Trials of J.K. Rowling” 

https://youtu.be/EmT0i0xG6zg?si=Mh9psL698JJV6SRF 
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Part One: Narrative Utility and Benedict 
The National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention (Action Alliance): “National 
Recommendations for Depicting Suicide” 
https://theactionalliance.org/messaging/entertainment-messaging/national-Recommendations 
 
Tati Westbrook: “Bye Sister” (re-upload by Deleted Videos Archive) 
https://youtu.be/K5HF34xDifs?si=L7QVe_H05y0o3P9A 
 
The Magicians Wiki: “Idri” https://themagicians.fandom.com/wiki/Idri 
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Part Two 
CeeLo Green Fans: “Storm Coming (Gnarls Barkley ) - CeeLo Green (Loberace, Live from 
Vegas)”  https://youtu.be/R-je66ds-U0?si=oBPv0TGS8StSYo_y 
 
Entertainment Weekly: “The Magicians Star Summer Bishil Gives Her Musical Episode 
'Post-Mortem' | Entertainment Weekly” https://youtu.be/jJLxRKSe2b8?si=sdUy2R_owW2l4RIe 
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Part Three 
Merphy Napier | Books: “This Review of The Magicians Is Way Too Long | Have Fun With That” 
https://youtu.be/lUQYEoFiulc?si=C8s1YYzJt6YiyYti 
 
The New Yorker: “The Invention of the ‘Beach Read’” by Katy Waldman: 
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-invention-of-the-beach-read 
 
@taffyakner on twitter.com: https://twitter.com/taffyakner/status/1134119950929580038 (but for 
God’s sake don’t click that link to tell her I sent you) 
 
Talks at Google: “The Magicians Trilogy | Lev Grossman | Talks at Google”  
https://youtu.be/IatC0iPk4kw?si=d43lVPbOozbGk7Sj 
 
The M John Harrison Blog: “john mullan, clapham & the no-fuck vampire novel” 
https://ambientehotel.wordpress.com/2011/02/ 
 
Encyclopedia Britannica: “Samuel R. Delany” 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-R-Delany 
 
Samuel R. Delany: “About Five Thousand Seven Hundred And Fifty Words.” The Jewel-Hinged 
Jaw, Berkley Pub. Corp, 1978, 21-37. 
 
Gwen Hayes: Romancing the Beat: Story Structure for Romance Novels, 2016, 8. 
 
Scott Gustin: “And of course the theater reaction to PORTALS was bonkers” 
https://x.com/ScottGustin/status/1247371234880499712 (actual footage used in this video was 
AO98’s YouTube upload of the above: https://youtu.be/0j7BWfnmuBA?si=qL9llDEe4dha9UwZ) 
 
Innuendo Studios: “Who Shot Guybrush Threepwood? | Genre and the Adventure Game” 
https://youtu.be/tMVl5U3SlS0?si=h3JHF4Sd6FQiu5Df 
 
Hello Future Me: “On Writing: soft magic systems in fantasy [ Tolkien | Game of Thrones | Harry 
Potter ]” https://youtu.be/ZVrnfniQiS8?si=IaY0XaTT-YyUJoNy 
 
Even_Speech570: “On the parapet” 
https://www.reddit.com/r/fourthwing/comments/198vu5v/on_the_parapet/ 
 
xenafay: “This artwork was done for @freyjas-musings who came up with the idea for this 
concept! We added in Andarna last minute☺️” 
https://www.tumblr.com/xenafay/720578693583552512/this-artwork-was-done-for-freyjas-musin
gs-who 
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artworks_by_rokii: “Andarna and Silver one!!!” 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CuE3yijLoVC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBi
NWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=1 
 
KaikyoNoBas: “Fourth Wing fanart” 
https://www.reddit.com/r/fourthwing/comments/1cwlncv/fourth_wing_fanart/ 
 
Time: “Literary Revolution in the Supermarket Aisle: Genre Fiction is Disruptive Technology” by 
Lev Grossman https://entertainment.time.com/2012/05/23/genre-fiction-is-disruptive-technology/ 
 
Vulture: “The Magicians Trilogy Author Lev Grossman Explains His Cultural Influences” by 
Amanda Dobbins 
https://www.vulture.com/2014/07/lev-grossman-explains-his-cultural-influences.html 
 
AV Club: “Lev Grossman” by Emily St. James 
https://www.avclub.com/lev-grossman-1798226874 
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Conclusion 
Emily St. James on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/emilystjams.bsky.social/post/3kjgzqed4qi2i 
 
Kate Heartfield on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/kateheartfield.com/post/3kjh2jlcb6w2h 
 
benedicta on Goodreads: Pride and Prejudice review 
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/5728169108 
 
liquor.com: “Manhattan” by Dylan Garret https://www.liquor.com/recipes/manhattan-2/ 
 
hardfz: “Apocalyptic Panera Bread Training Video” 
https://youtu.be/jTL5i1Q2oQ8?si=eCn2wNji1rMTHG8v (obviously this channel did not create 
this video, it is an actual training video I had to watch as an employee of Panera Bread, but God 
bless hardfz for preserving it because some days I have a hard time believing I didn’t just 
hallucinate it) 
 
The Book Leo: “the ultimate guide to dark academia books ☕🦉” 
https://youtu.be/MC88ehQ14c4?si=f9VamFo3Ftuv_2Sx 
 
Jack Edwards: “how tiktok ruined reading + the ‘booktube book’ formula” 
https://youtu.be/xtG4OKU7q-M?si=trqFFWheyiuc0vlK 
 
The Book Leo: “book trends we need to leave in 2023” 
https://youtu.be/q1x7uxrIOnY?si=zi_Ias5Cy3r0kwPL 
 
alisha not alihsha: “booktok, brainrot, and why it’s okay to be a hater” 
https://youtu.be/S3v6aY8LSXo?si=mxpCnLOGrtpLJSVb 
 
The Book Leo: “i read the dark academia fantasy book tiktok keeps recommending to me: was it 
worth it? (no spoiler)” https://youtu.be/3L2a7mmXqV8?si=75dw_4A8vs1o6W63 
 
Bored Panda: “People Share 50 Plot Clichés They Just Can’t Get Enough Of, No Matter How 
Painfully Often They’re Used” by Jonas Grinevičius and Gabija Palšytė 
https://www.boredpanda.com/favorite-movie-cliches-tweets/ 
 
Mina Le: “booktok & the hotgirlification of reading” 
https://youtu.be/WxDd8ocpcHk?si=G1YSpVuiNg4ODzGa 
 
The Book Leo: “dark academia reading vlog ✒️ the secret history vs babel *spoiler-free*” 
https://youtu.be/R5M3VcAHcJU?si=hHqhClGhmRA9KKDi 
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