Future of Religion in the US
Current Assessment

Fill out the right column according to the instructions in the left column.

CURRENT CONDITIONS

e People are abandoning Christianity privately or deconstructing publicly [link]

o Almost a quarter of Americans report having switched religions [link]

e US immigrants are mostly Christian but an increasing number are Hindu or Muslim
[link]

e A quarter of those “shopping for churches” do so for political reasons [link]

® Most Christian denominations skew old compared to “nones” and
non-Christians][link]

e Around a quarter of Americans volunteer formally and about half informally [link]

e 0ld churches are being converted into housing, event spaces, and businesses [link]

® Non-religious meditation is now normalized and monetized [link]

e “Evangelical” is increasingly a cultural/political marker instead of religious [link]

STAKEHOLDERS e Political parties: their strategies re: issues and messaging are highly tuned

to what matters most to people

e Religious private schools: these teach over 3M students and employ 300K+
people [link]

o Non-profits: these often use churches for free space and rely on volunteers
to accomplish their missions

e Professional clergy: these people depend on congregants for their income

e Media: religiously-oriented media is an important category, and religious
attention is a kind of marketing (Oppenheimer in India, Sound of Freedom in
us)

RECENT HISTORY ® 2014: The Mars Hill megachurch in Seattle collapses as its leader Mark

Driscoll resigns after accusations of abusive leadership

® 2016: Donald Trump is elected President with 80% of the evangelical vote

® 2017:Qdrops his first post about Democratic Satanic cannibalistic child
molesters, marking the beginning of QAnon and its integration with
Christian apocalyptic conspiracy thinking

® 2017: 26 people are killed in the Sutherland Springs church shooting in
Texas, the nation’s deadliest mass shooting in a house of worship

® 2018: Congress bars the Navy from appointing an atheist chaplain

e 2023: the Ashury Revival, a two-week non-stop prayer session at a
university in Kentucky, goes viral

FORESIGHT


https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/11/17/deconstructing-christian-faith-rhett-link-youtube-catholic
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/16/rising-number-americans-switch-religions
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2013/05/17/the-religious-affiliation-of-us-immigrants/
https://religionandpolitics.org/2022/12/06/political-church-shopping-is-further-polarizing-america/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2016/07/11/which-u-s-religious-groups-are-oldest-and-youngest/
https://americorps.gov/about/our-impact/volunteering-civic-life
https://www.ncronline.org/news/st-louis-former-houses-worship-are-retooled-meet-citys-needs
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/united-states-meditation-market-report-103800543.html
https://www.graphsaboutreligion.com/p/religion-as-a-cultural-and-political
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/tables/TABLE14fl.asp

