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Professional Profile 

A dedicated and highly-cited professor and researcher with extensive experience in 
English language education in Japan. Recognized as a leading expert on student 
motivation and engagement, with significant contributions to national curriculum 
development through textbook consultation and the creation of innovative digital 
assessment tools. Proven ability to secure competitive research funding, work with 
local educational institutions, and lead international collaborations. High level data 
analytics skills. Successful leader of an academic department comprising both 
Japanese and foreign nationals. Also a decorated elite athlete and certified coach. 

Contributions to Japanese Education 

●​ Textbook Editor, Consultant & Contributor: 
○​ Keirinkan Publishing: Served as a key contributor to the national elementary 

and junior high school English textbooks, Blue Sky Elementary and Blue Sky 
English Course, shaping language education for students across Japan. 

○​ Blue Sky Elementary 
○​ Blue Sky English Course 

●​ Digital Assessment Tool Development: 
○​ Lead Developer, Building Blocks: Co-developed "Building Blocks," a free, 

public digital assessment platform in collaboration with the University of Hong 

https://www.shinko-keirin.co.jp/keirinkan/sho_r6/eigo/
https://www.shinko-keirin.co.jp/keirinkan/chu_r7/english/


 

Kong. This adaptive, gamified web portal supports English language 
assessment for elementary school students. 

○​ Building Blocks Platform 
●​ Recognized Public Expert on English Education: 

○​ Featured expert on motivation in Japanese English education. 
○​ Bilingual Science Institute Interview (2024) 
○​ Student motivation in elementary and junior high school (2024) 

Academic Qualifications 

●​ 03/2015: Ph.D. in Education (Content Area Instruction - English) 
○​ Hyogo University of Teacher Education 
○​ Thesis: Student engagement and motivation in primary foreign language 

classes: A mixed-methods longitudinal study 
●​ 08/2007: Master of Science in Education (Curriculum, Instruction, and 

Technology) 
○​ Temple University, Philadelphia, PA / Tokyo, Japan 

●​ 05/2003: Bachelor of Arts (English) 
○​ Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 

Language Skills: 

●​ English: Native speaker 
●​ Japanese: Fluent working capacity (CEFR C1) 
●​ Spanish: Daily conversation (CEFR B1-B2) 

 

Employment History 

●​ 09/2024 – Present: Head of Department, Department of English Language & 
Literature, Waseda University 

●​ 04/2018 – Present: Professor, Waseda University, School of Education 
●​ 04/2017 – 03/2018: Associate Professor, Waseda University, School of 

Education 
●​ 04/2014 – 03/2016: Deputy Director of International Relations, Fukuoka 

University of Education 
●​ 04/2012 – 03/2017: Associate Professor, Fukuoka University of Education, 

https://bblocks.cetl.hku.hk/login
https://bilingualscience.com/english/2024052801/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcCBQeKfvG8&t=550s


 

Department of English Language Education 

Awards & Recognition 

●​ Athletic Achievements 
○​ 2023: All-American Triathlete 
○​ 2022 & 2023: Japan National Age Group Champion - Sprint Triathlon 

●​ Professional Certification 
○​ USA Triathlon Licensed Coach (Level 1) 

●​ Academic Awards 
○​ 2021: Waseda University High-Impact Publication Award 
○​ 2015: Global SELF Research Network Commended PhD Thesis Award 
○​ 2015: Hyogo University of Teacher Student Award 
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want help: Self-efficacy and teacher support in primary school foreign language 
classrooms. Language Teaching Research, 13621688241305750. 
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Research Funding From Competitive Tenders 

●​ Principal Investigator (2023–2028): JSPS KAKENHI Grant (B) - "Digital building 
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blocks of elementary school foreign language reading motivation" - ¥13,680,000 
●​ Principal Investigator (2016–2020): JSPS KAKENHI Grant (C) - "The 

Development of Foreign Language Motivation in Secondary School" - 
¥2,400,000 

●​ Principal Investigator (2012–2015): JSPS KAKENHI Grant - "Elementary Foreign 
Language Engagement and Motivation" - ¥2,860,000 

Recent International Collaborations 

●​ 2025: Special Issue, Studies in Second Language Learning and Teaching 
(University of Hong Kong) 

●​ 2019-Ongoing: Building Blocks of language development (University of Hong 
Kong, Seinan Gakuin University, University of Connecticut). 

●​ 2022: Special Issue, Journal for the Psychology of Language Learning (University 
of Alberta, University of Sheffield). 

●​ 2020-2022: Systematic Review of Self-Determination in FL Education (Royal 
Commission for Jubail and Yanbu, Florida State University, Kyushu University). 

Ongoing Projects: 

●​ 2025~ Global Motivational Instrument Database and Encyclopedia 
Development 

●​ 2024~ Goal Contents for Language Education: A Cross-Cultural Examination 
●​ 2023~ Digital building blocks of elementary school foreign language reading 

motivation 
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