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Recovering
Farrakhan
Urges Unity,
Forgiveness

By Wir1am CLAIRORNE
Fashirgion Past Staff Wrirer

* CHICAGOQ, Dec. 22-—NMaking
his first public appesrance innear-
g_oa year, Nation of Jstam leader
- Youls Parrakhan ioday said 2
~pear-desth  experience” with
grostate cancer had jeft him a
d men as he preached a
thessage of forgivenesd and anity
among il races and religlons.
Star.ding with Catholie priests,
 Jewish rabbis and Muelim clerlcs
at i news conference at the Nation
of Islats mosque in Chice "6
South Side, Barrakban looked fit
and his voice was strong- as he
spoke in conciliatory tones about
the peed for all religions to come
together on Christmes Doy and
“pray, not for & change in someons
else, but for a change in ow-
selves.” - .
Farralchan, 66, who is recover-
ing from prostatz cancer and com-
- plications caused by a radiation-
related ulcer that has not healed
fully, has been criticized in tbe
. past -for malking divisive and in-
flarproatory anti-wlhite and anti-
Sepitic statements. But today he
' called on ali peoples of the world
4o “try to end the cycle of violeoce
and the cycle of hatred.”
“Qnly through onr act of atone-
ment can we be forgiven for what
we have said or done to injure oll-

er human belngs—3a member of

another race ar a member ol an-
other 1eligious group, anothet né-
ton or another ethaic group,”
Farrakhan said, - C
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In sincere tones, he repeatedly
extended his wishes to Jews for
ibe recently ended Hanukkah bol-
iday, Christians for Christmas
Day and Musliras for Rapadan
and said that Dec. 25 would be &
perfect time for people of all reli-
gions and races to come together
and pray for unity. ;

“The Rev. Michael Plegar, a Ro-

man Cetholic priest, held hands
with Barrakhan and his wife, Kha-
dijah, as the Muslim leader led
about 200 supporters and commu-
nity leaders in prayer. Pllegtr andd
Rahbi Amikham B. Astel both said
they were encouraged by Farra-
Khan's conciliatory tone.
. Despite his illness, Farrakhan
displayed some of his trademark
pzssion and fiery rheturic as, his
voice Hging, he warned of apoca-
Iyptic prophesies in the Bible, the
Torah agd the Koran and wained
that “dark clouds of a great wat
sre uow rising” throughout the
wor id. s

Famine, pestilencs, - earih
quakes and “a time of trouble as
nevet seen before” could ushet in
the new nillenniuwm if people of all
religlons fail to come together to

. epabraci God, Farrakhan warned,

“We are asiang that this Christ-
mas not be obeerved with drank-

gmness, frivolity, filth and foolish- -

niess, mocking the name of Jesus

the Christ,” he sald. “Instead of :
making it [Christmas] a Loliday, -
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we are asking to make it a holy
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+ The Nation of Islam leader re- |

eerved his most stinging rebuke |
for one «f the most ccmmenplace
symbole of Christias: apta |

iaus.

that Santa Cleus be put in his
pigper place. Santu Claus is &

felschood, Jesus Christ iy the

{ruth,” Farrakhan gaid.

W here and others are asking 1



