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How to start a company in Hong Kong as a
foreigner in 20267?

This article provides practical tips to help foreigners establish their
businesses in Hong Kong while complying with local regulations in 2026.
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1. Understanding Visa and Immigration Requirements

Starting a business in Hong Kong as a foreigner requires securing the right
visa. The most common option is the Investment Visa, also known as the
Entrepreneur Visa. This visa allows foreign entrepreneurs to reside in Hong
Kong while operating their businesses.
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To qualify, you must demonstrate that your business will contribute to the
local economy. This can include:

e Hiring local employees
e Transferring technology or skills
¢ Introducing new products or services

We recommend preparing a detailed business plan to support your visa
application. The plan should outline your business activities, projected
financials, and how you intend to benefit the local economy.

Additionally, you'll need to provide proof of your professional background
and business experience. It’s crucial to make a strong case demonstrating
your capability to run a successful business in Hong Kong.

How to Choose a Suitable Business Structure in
Hong Kong?

Selecting the right business structure is a critical decision that affects your
operations, taxes, and legal liabilities. In Hong Kong, the most common
business structures include Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, and Limited
Company.
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How to Set Up Banking and Financial Accounts
in Hong Kong?

Establishing a bank account is a key step when setting up a business in Hong
Kong. You'll need a corporate bank account to manage transactions, receive
payments, and handle expenses. Most banks in Hong Kong have specific
requirements for opening a business account, including a completed
application form, copies of Hong Kong company register documents, and
identification for the directors and shareholders.

We recommend researching various banks to find the one that best fits your
business needs. Some banks might offer lower fees, better online banking
services, or additional business support.

Make an appointment with the bank to discuss your needs and learn about
their account options. Ensure you provide all required documents to avoid
delays in the process. Having a corporate bank account helps build credibility
with customers and suppliers, and it ensures smooth financial management.

How Can | Ensure Compliance with Hong Kong
Regulations?

Compliance with local regulations is essential to operate legally and
successfully in Hong Kong.

Key steps include:

e Registering with the Companies Registry

¢ Obtaining relevant licenses and permits depending on business type
¢ Adhering to tax obligations such as filing annual returns and paying
taxes on time

For example, a food business would need health and safety permits.
Additionally, staying compliant with tax regulations involves filing annual
returns, paying taxes on time, and understanding the deductions you are
eligible for. Working with a trusted corporate service provider ensures your
business stays compliant and avoids legal issues.
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Conclusion

CTA
Ready to Start Your Business in Hong Kong?
Let 3E Accounting guide you through company registration, banking, licensing, and compliance. Focus on
growth while we handle the complexities.
FAQ

Q. What visa do foreigners need to start a business in Hong Kong?

Foreigners typically require an Investment Visa (Entrepreneur Visa),
demonstrating economic contribution through business activities.

Q. Can foreigners set up any type of company in Hong Kong?

Yes. Foreigners can establish a sole proprietorship, _, or -

- depending on goals, risk tolerance, and compliance requirements.
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Q. Do I need a corporate bank account to operate my business?

Yes. A corporate bank account is essential for transactions, credibility, and
proper financial management.

Q. Are licenses and permits required for all businesses in Hong Kong?

Not all industries, but certain industries require specific licenses (e.g., food,
finance, and telecommunications). Check with Ofcom or the relevant
authorities.

Q. Can 3E Accounting help foreigners start a business in Hong Kong?

Absolutely. 3E Accounting provides company registration, bank account
opening, licensing, tax compliance, and corporate secretarial services.

Q. What business structures are best for foreigners in Hong Kong?

A Limited Company is often recommended because it provides legal
separation between personal and business assets. Sole Proprietorships and
Partnerships are simpler but expose owners to greater personal liability.

Q. How long does it take to register a company in Hong Kong?

Company registration in Hong Kong is typically fast and straightforward, with
online submissions taking 1-2 days. With proper documentation and
guidance from a corporate service provider, you can avoid delays and start
operations quickly.
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