Robert S. Abeel Jr.

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association. “Robert S. Abeel Jr.” ETVMA. Accessed
November 12, 2025. https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/.

“‘Robert Sarl Abeel Jr. was born at Chattanooga, Tennessee, the son of Robert Sarl and Ruby
Abeel.

27th Squadron, 443rd Troop Carrier Group, 10th Air Force

Aircraft C-47B, serial number 43-16350, nicknamed Able Baker, departed on 28 September
1945 from Hsian on an administrative mission to Liangshan AB, China. Bad weather and rain
caused shorting out of radio equipment. The aircraft went missing between Liangshan and
Peishiyi. Search was made by C-47 and L-5 on 29 September 1945. Weather prohibited flying
on 30 September. Search was made in Liangshan area with no results.

Crew members

Pilot, 1st Lt John F. Pospichal

Co-Pilot, F/O Frederick L. Patterson

Radio Operator T/Sgt Jerome H. Birkenfeld

Crew Chief S/Sgt Robert S. Abeel Jr.

Passengers Major Leslie G. Shellan and Colonel James C. MacMullan

Son of Robert S Abeel Sr and Ruby

Enlisted 22 Apr 1943, Ft. Oglethorpe, GA
Buried in Zachary Taylor National Cemetery, Louisville, KY, Plot E, 0, 100”


https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/

Prer W PR TS T R R g W < =
2 : %5 'ORM APPROVED
" udget BnteauNo.

REGISTRATION CARD (Men born on or after July 1 1924, and on or before December 31, 1Y
s%_ﬁe_rmﬁmdmuﬂm! reach the l&h&dhdﬂndhﬁbﬂﬂlmuaﬁer.lgl‘ 1943.3

: * Fi SERIAL NUMBER | 1. Naug (Print) ORDER NUMBER

kw119 Robert _ Sarl fbeel, Jr. A AT

&l (Mlddh) )
4. Price or ResiENce (Print)

LTI l.é.QL.U.nion 5\ 1 Vit ttanocoga  Hamilton

[’l‘BE PI.A?SE Ol" RESIDENCE GIVEN ON LINE 2 ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
DICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

8. MAILING ADDRESS

same

an : word same)

4. TELEPHONE 8. Aam IN YRiRs 6. PLACE OF BIRTH
18 -~——Lhattancoga—
DiTE OF BIRTH A S
2-6031 Dec. 7 19k | . Tennessee
3 Bheteocosuntey)l .

(Exchange) (Numl
¥. NAME AND ADDRESS OF ?n.sox WHO WILL ALWAYS Know YouR ADDRESS

8. EMPLOYER'S Nuﬂ AND Lonnni

............ Charles. Herman Simpson %

. PricE O EMPLOYMENT OR B USINESA

----------- Riate.Thestyesifarket-St-—Chattenppge —Teniw

T AvsieM THAT 1 HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE

DSS Form 1 (Rev. 11-16-42) ©16—21630—4

.t

Description: Standard draft card for WWII. This one is filled out by Robert S. Abeel Jr. East

Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Abeel Jr.. Robert S.
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Description: "Missing Air Crew Report" filed after S. Sergeant Abeels plane disappeared while
on a mission to Liangshan AB, China. Due to bad weather the aircraft lost radio communication
with HQ, then disappeared between Liangshan and Peishiyi. Searches of the area were
conducted without finding any evidence of the aircraft or its crew. East Tennessee Veterans
Memorial Association — Abeel Jr., Robert S.
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Description: This document lists the names of service members who were reported as deceased
or missing during World War II. Each entry represents an individual who served in various
theaters of conflict and whose sacrifice contributed to the Allied efforts during the war. Notably,
Staff Sergeant Abeel Jr. appears near the end of the list, positioned third from the bottom. East
Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Abeel Jr., Robert S.
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A;my Reports in AWdent ln
chmaSept 28 1945

S/Bgt.mbuts.m.k.. 20.~
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert S.
Abeel, 1604 Union Avenue, missing
following a plane crash in China
on Sept. 28, 1945, was killed in the
accident, the War Department no-
tified his parents yesterday.

as a crew chief with a
troop carrier unit of the Flying
Tigers, Sgt. Abeel, former student
at Central High School and em-
ploye of the State Theater here,
had been overseas since October,
1944, Prior to the end of the war,
he ‘had been assigned to the Eagle
|Bomb Squadron of the Flying
Tigers. Later he was a member

of a troop carrier unit stationed
at Liangshan, China, from which
point relatives received their lut
letter from him.

He took basic training at Miaml
Beach, Fla,, trained with an avia-
tion mechanic ‘at Seymour
Johnson Field, , and received
gunnery truning at Fort Myers,
Fla. He entered the service in
Aprik 1943.

Sgt. Abeel is survived by his
parents; three sisters, Mrs. Mau-
rice A. Johnson, Mrs. Clifford A.
Jay and Miss Mary Katherine
| Abeel, all of Chattanooga.



https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/

Description: Chattanooga Daily
Times Newspaper, published the
29th of October, 1945, detailing
S/Sgt. Abeel Jr. service and
subsequent disappearance while
in the line of duty. East
Tennessee Veterans Memorial
Association — Abeel Jr.. Robert
S.
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Description: S/Sgt. Abeel Jr.’s name is etched onto the Monument to Aviation Martyrs at the
Nanjing Memorial in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China. This international recognition highlights
the global significance of World War Il and the enduring respect for those who made the
ultimate sacrifice in service.

Traces of War. “Cemetery of the International Aviation Martyrs.” Traces of War. Accessed
November 12, 2025.



https://www.tracesofwar.com/sights/91603/Cemetery-of-the-International-Aviaton-Martyrs.htm
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Description: Internment slip for the Zachary Taylor Cemetery for Staff Sergeant Robert S. Abeel
Jr.
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Description: In the United States, his memory is honored on a shared headstone at Zachary
Taylor National Cemetery in Jefferson County, Kentucky. While his remains are not interred
there, the marker serves as a tribute to his service and sacrifice.

Find a Grave. “Robert S. Abeel Jr.” Find a Grave Memorial. Accessed November 12, 2025.
https://lwww.findagrave.com/memorial/251421/robert-s-abeel.



