
Robert S. Abeel Jr. 
 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association. “Robert S. Abeel Jr.” ETVMA. Accessed 
November 12, 2025. https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/. 
 
“Robert Sarl Abeel Jr. was born at Chattanooga, Tennessee, the son of Robert Sarl and Ruby 
Abeel. 
 
27th Squadron, 443rd Troop Carrier Group, 10th Air Force 
 
Aircraft C-47B, serial number 43-16350, nicknamed Able Baker, departed on 28 September 
1945 from Hsian on an administrative mission to Liangshan AB, China. Bad weather and rain 
caused shorting out of radio equipment. The aircraft went missing between Liangshan and 
Peishiyi. Search was made by C-47 and L-5 on 29 September 1945. Weather prohibited flying 
on 30 September. Search was made in Liangshan area with no results. 
 
Crew members 
Pilot, 1st Lt John F. Pospichal 
Co-Pilot, F/O Frederick L. Patterson 
Radio Operator T/Sgt Jerome H. Birkenfeld 
Crew Chief S/Sgt Robert S. Abeel Jr. 
Passengers Major Leslie G. Shellan and Colonel James C. MacMullan 
 
Son of Robert S Abeel Sr and Ruby 
 
Enlisted 22 Apr 1943, Ft. Oglethorpe, GA 
Buried in Zachary Taylor National Cemetery,  Louisville, KY,  Plot E, 0, 100” 
 
 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/


 
Description: Standard draft card for WWII.  This one is filled out by Robert S. Abeel Jr. East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Abeel Jr., Robert S. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/




 
Description: "Missing Air Crew Report" filed after S. Sergeant Abeels plane disappeared while 
on a mission to Liangshan AB, China. Due to bad weather the aircraft lost radio communication 
with HQ, then disappeared between Liangshan and Peishiyi.  Searches of the area were 
conducted without finding any evidence of the aircraft or its crew.  East Tennessee Veterans 
Memorial Association — Abeel Jr., Robert S. 
 
 

 
 
Description: This document lists the names of service members who were reported as deceased 
or missing during World War II. Each entry represents an individual who served in various 
theaters of conflict and whose sacrifice contributed to the Allied efforts during the war.  Notably, 
Staff Sergeant Abeel Jr. appears near the end of the list, positioned third from the bottom.  East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Abeel Jr., Robert S. 
 
 
 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1102/records/262
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/


 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/


 
Description:  Chattanooga Daily 
Times Newspaper, published the 
29th of October, 1945, detailing 
S/Sgt. Abeel Jr. service and 
subsequent disappearance while 
in the line of duty.  East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial 
Association — Abeel Jr., Robert 
S. 
 
 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/
https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/148820400/robert-s-abeel?_gl=1*11otges*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3NjEyNjcxMjYuNTcyYzJjOWI4ZDljMTI0YmU2ODk0NDYxNDBjODBkODM.*_gcl_au*MzA5MDk1NTk2LjE3NjA3Mjc4ODA.*_ga*MTU5Mjg0MzgzMC4xNzYwNzI3ODg0*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czVlMGZjOTdhLTZlODAtNDQwMy04OGFlLWM2NjQyOWZlN2NiOSRvMTkkZzEkdDE3NjI3ODUwNTYkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czVlMGZjOTdhLTZlODAtNDQwMy04OGFlLWM2NjQyOWZlN2NiOSRvMTkkZzEkdDE3NjI3ODUwNTYkajYwJGwwJGgw




             

 
 
Description:  S/Sgt. Abeel Jr.’s name is etched onto the Monument to Aviation Martyrs at the 
Nanjing Memorial in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China. This international recognition highlights 
the global significance of World War II and the enduring respect for those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service. 
Traces of War. “Cemetery of the International Aviation Martyrs.” Traces of War. Accessed 
November 12, 2025. 
https://www.tracesofwar.com/sights/91603/Cemetery-of-the-International-Aviaton-Martyrs.htm  
 
 
 

https://www.tracesofwar.com/sights/91603/Cemetery-of-the-International-Aviaton-Martyrs.htm


 
 
Description: Internment slip for the Zachary Taylor Cemetery for Staff Sergeant Robert S. Abeel 
Jr. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.etvma.org/veterans/robert-s-abeel-jr-8830/


 
 
Description:  In the United States, his memory is honored on a shared headstone at Zachary 
Taylor National Cemetery in Jefferson County, Kentucky. While his remains are not interred 
there, the marker serves as a tribute to his service and sacrifice. 
Find a Grave. “Robert S. Abeel Jr.” Find a Grave Memorial. Accessed November 12, 2025. 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/251421/robert-s-abeel.  
 
 


