Credit to Digi ]
igitMZ, gantifandor, this post that started it off
ito

https://vamakamu.net/kaguya89

and th
e Japanese Kaguya fandom in general

Kaguya's family

Kaguya

Kaguya Shinomi
mlya IE'E_’ > . i
Tale of ( 7>C) is obviously a refere
of the Bamboo Cutter: nce to the Princess from the

Nayotake no Ka
gu a-h- N s
ya-hime (72 XA OBERAE) (confirmed by the fanbook)
0

wE iR

e
orits - WER
e nirmEE - EIK
SHIEDEARD—A

Kaguya Shinomiya
gh, Second Year

"+ @ Shuchilin Academy Senior Hi
4 Student Coundil Vice President
N .7l SO T @ Notable physical crait: A beautiful young womas
S o E VT OTIET N ) i
ST UTEATHAY e CLTLE) @ One of the protagonist of this story
JitEMORE

Prer ol A ERERTEY

FF2 T S
N}ll’ﬁ’b:t&}"‘—dlllxiba

e Abv‘ﬁn:.&i\))\tmba:&
‘.E-‘f@%’mﬁﬁlﬁm

seAEWOR ADHETHY
;(b‘h\ﬁ)&b\ﬁ!r't'\ltl‘nﬂhl%‘l‘ﬂ‘ﬂiﬂl‘?ba

BATRREOD
ifi‘x(ﬂlafhl&\‘e

Volume 1


https://yamakamu.net/kaguya89

Nayotake

Her mother’s name, Nayotake (4 %#T), is a reference to the “Nayotake” in

Kaguya-hime’s full title. The original means “supple bamboo” and refers to the
bamboo stalk in which the infant Kaguya was found.
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The Five Suitors and the Impossible Challenges

In the Tale of the Bamboo Cutter, Kaguya-hime got approached by five suitors. Each
of them received an Impossible Challenge (¥£2H) from her.

The Five Suitors were:

Ishidzukuri no Miko (£ {E £F-), who was told to get the Stone Begging Bowl of
the Buddha ({4 DA DEE)

Kuramochi no Miko (Hi¥f £ 1), who was told to get a Jeweled Branch from
Hourai (3D ED1%)

Abe no Miushi ([ #8134 \), who was told to get the Robe of the Fire-Rat (‘X &,
D)

Ootomo no Miyuki (K 1#117), who was told to get a Jewel from a Dragon's
Neck (FED H DEK)

Isonokami no Maro (fi L Jff =), who was told to get a Cowry Shell Born from a
Swallow (FEDFEATZ 1% H)

The Princes Kuramochi and Ishidzukuri are based on the real life models Fujiwara
no Fuhito ()5 ~I:%) and Tajihi no Shima (£75tk IE), while Isonokami,

Ootomo and Abe are already historical figures.

These people all served in the Daijoukan, the Great Council of State in Japan’s

Imperial Government, towards the end of the Asuka period.



Miyuki

Shirogane Miyuki (4R f1T) is straightforward, he's Ootomo. (confirmed by the
fanbook)
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Shirogane apparently winning Kaguya'’s affection/trust by jumping into a deep lake
to save her ribbon might be symbolism to show that he surpassed the suitor he’s
based on. Since unlike Ootomo, who failed his challenge due to seasickness,

Shirogane managed to surpass his inability to swim somehow for Kaguya’s sake.



The Pearl from the Dragon’s Neck (and The Tiger)

The Astronomy Club President is the daughter of the boss of the Ryuujugumi (i€
Pk#H) -Clan, which literally means “Dragon Pearl Group”.

Chapter 39

(debunked in Chapter 116)
Her actual name is Ryuuju Momo (FEE£ #k)

Chapter 116



Her first name Momo (#k) could refer to the Japanese word for the color pink
“Momoiro” (Fkf), since the Dragon Jewel in the Tale was known to have five colors
it could mean that we’ll be introduced to a total of five Ryuju’s, each named after a
different color.

Alternatively, the five colors could be represented through other objects in the
series, which seem to represent the Jewel from the Dragon’s Neck: The giant papier
mache “jewel” Shirogane used during the cultural festival and the ball from
kendama Shirogane gave to Kaguya as a Christmas present. Other potential

candidates are the necklace Shirogane gave to Kaguya as a birthday present and the

ruby on the ring Kaguya used during the Light Novel story.
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Chapter 11
(debunked in the fanbook)
The Kendo club president’s name is Kojima ()~ 55).
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Isonokami

Ishigami Yuu (7 L ) has literally the same name as Isonokami, just with a

different reading. (confirmed by Chapter 104 Title)
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Ootomo Kyouko (K& #{7) and Ogino Kou (¥k¥ =77) might be a reference to

Prince Ootomo (K& £ 1)/Emperor Koubun (5L3C°K£:), who the historical

Isonokami served until he was usurped.

(Note that while one of the suitor’s is also named Ootomo, Ootomo Kyouko/Prince

Ootomo is written with completely different kanji)

In the extra to Chapter 156, it is heavily implied that Ishigami almost falling to his

death on the stairs is a parallel to Isonokami falling and dying after trying to pick

up what he believed to be the Cowry Shell.
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Chapter 88 (Ogino’s full name was only revealed in the Volume version)




The Cowry Shell Born from a Swallow

Cowry is Koyasu and Swallow is Tsubame in Japanese, which connects to Koyasu

Tsubame (12 213®). (confirmed by Chapter 104 Title)
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Fujiwara no Mokou



Miko and the Stone Bowl of the Buddha

By process of elimination, Iino Miko ({Jt}:#f =) is the second Miko among the

suitors, Ishidzukuri. (confirmed by the fanbook).

lino’s poem hobby is also most certainly a reference to Ishidzukuri trying to woo
Kaguya-hime by persistently writing her poems even after failing his challenge
(though writing poems to Kaguya-hime was something all of the suitors did, as it
was typical for the time period). Another thing that points to Miko being
Ishidzukuri is her friend, Oosaragi Kobachi (K14 ZiX%). Her last name literally
means “Great Buddha”. A possible way to write her first name “Kobachi”, in Kanji,

would be /)>@k, which means “Small Bowl”.
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Chapter 85

Considering how Onodera Rei (/)7 <F §£) seems to have taken up a role similar to
Osaragi as lino’s friend and advisor, the “dera” (5F) in her name might be a
reference to the “Buddhist temple” Ishidzukuri should have taken the Stone Bowl
from.

In fact, “nodera” (%7<F) can be translated as “random temple”, which might be a
reference to Ishidzukuri trying to trick Kaguya-hime with a regular Stone Bowl he

picked up from a temple in Japan.
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Considering current events in the series, it is not unlikely that there’ll be a fallout
between lino and Osaragi to parallel Ishidzukuri throwing away his bowl after

Kaguya-hime finds out that he lied about it being from India.



Abe and the Robe of the Fire Rat

The sixth member is probably going to be a reference to the remaining suitor, Abe.
There are in fact two such characters, the Rank 4s of the Second and First Year
Students at Shuuchiin, Abe Wawon ([ F17) and Abe Yayuyo ([ 7% H11X)

Rank 49 among the first years, Shiranui Koromo (‘f~%1/)k ZA%), seems to be a

reference to the Robe of the Fire Rat: “Shiranui” is a “Will-o'-Wisp”, a Fire

Youkai, and “Koromo” is Japanese for Clothing.
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In Chapter 211, a new Abe sibling, Abe Hifumi ([ 0O 57) was introduced, and

is most likely going to be the sixth council member.



The Jeweled Branch from Hourai

This theory has been disproven by an interview

https://news.livedoor.com/lite/article detail/17954600/

Fujiwara’s Impossible Challenge is to be a new character Hourai-chan related to

Fujiwara not playing piano anymore.

Since Hourai refers to a fictional foreign country, Fujiwara’s Impossible Challenge
may be related to the foreign Saha (%) Club President, the Second Prince of
Galdan Alrasam. The “Saha” here might refer to 9&@T (# ) , the Nepali word for
Branch (or perhaps some other Indian language).

Fujiwara/Kuramochi was also the second prince to approach Kaguya-hime. Their
clubs (Saha and TG) seem to have raced against each other in the relay and he looks
to have a role similar to Fujiwara, a mediator between the Astronomy and Kendo
Club President, like Fujiwara was between Shirogane and Kaguya.

Alternatively the branch may be represented by some of Fujiwara's family

members and/or TG club friends (see “The Fujiwara Family” Section)
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The Fujiwara Family

All the names of the Fujiwara family members seem to be connected to plant life:

Chika (T£) means Thousand Flowers.

Her younger sister, Moeha (#5%Z), has the Kanji for budding (74 %) and leaf (3).
Her older sister, Toyomi (%-32), has the Kanji for plentiful (%£:7)>) and fruit (5£).
Her father’s name, Daichi (X Ht), means land.

Her mother’s name, Maho (/7 %£), means Ten Thousand Ears (“ear” refers here to

the tip part of a cereal plant ).

The relation to plants may be a reference to the Jeweled Branch from Hourai.
Particularly her sisters, since in some versions the branch is described to have

pearls for fruits and silver for leaves.

Volume 4 (Moeha, Toyomi)
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The Emperor

After all the princes failed their tasks, the Emperor of Japan, Mikado (;FE), asked
Kaguya to marry him and was rejected without being given a trial. Towards the end
of the tale he tried to protect Kaguya from being taken back to the moon.

That is also the name of Shijo Mikado (/U4: %), the Number One student who
ranked above even Shirogane in the mock exam and is probably Maki’s brother.

(confirmed in Chapter 161 and 211)
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The Illustration from the “Tale of Genji”

In Chapter 17 of the Tale of Genji appears a fictional painting of the Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter, made by the painter Kose no Oumi (.25 #1%) with a caption by

the poet Ki no TsurayuKki (#c. &2).
The two members of the Mass Media Club, Kose Erika (Ei# T')7) and Kino

Karen (#2 A*fLA/) share those names.
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Others

According to Chapter 166, Osaragi, Shiranui, Ryuju and Tsubame are known as the
“Impossible Girls” (¥ ¢7, lit. “Challenge Girls”), which ties in with each of

them being named after one of the Impossible Challenges.

In the fanbook it was confirmed that Hayasaka Ai (3¢ %) represents the

emissary from the Moon who took Kaguya-hime back.

The one who tied for seventh place with Kashiwagi on the Second Year Ranking in
Chapter 31 is called Sumitomo Koichi (f£4& Jt—). Sumitomo ({£/&) was also
one of the real life Big Four Zaibatsu, which the Shinomiya family is a part of in

this story.

In the volume extra to Chapter 180 it was revealed that Hayasaka’s two gyaru
friends are named Hinoguchi (*< /1) and Suruga (5&{r).

Hinoguchi could be seen as a long form of the Japanese word for “volcanic crater”
(“X 1), while Suruga is the name of a Japanese province. Put together, these two
names could point towards the famous volcano in Suruga, Mt. Fuji. It is widely
believed that this is where the Emperor burnt the elixir of immortality in the Tale

of the Bamboo Cutter.
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