
 

 

CARAS History and Theory of Kink/BDSM Reading Group 
2021, Schedule and Reading List 

 
 
  
Month Topic - Readings 

 
1  
(10 and 11 
July 2021) 

Sadism, Masochism, and Fetishism in Nineteenth Century Sexology 
 
Davidson, Arnold. 2001. The Emergence of Sexuality: Historical Epistemology and the 
Formation of Concepts. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  
Read chapter 2: “Sex and the Emergence of Sexuality”, pp. 30-65; also available on 
JSTOR: https://www.jstor.org/stable/1343570 
https://www.amazon.com/Emergence-Sexuality-Historical-Epistemology-Formation/dp/06
74013700 
 
Krafft-Ebing, Richard von. (1903) 1965. Psychopathia Sexualis: With Especial Reference 
to the Antipathic Sexual Instinct: A Medico-Forensic Study. 12th ed. Translated by 
Franklin S. Klaf. New York: Arcade Publishing, Inc. 
Pp. 79-171; 171-195; 195-218. 
https://www.amazon.com/Psychopathia-Sexualis-Classic-Study-Deviant/dp/1611450500/  
Alternative on-line edition: https://archive.org/details/psychopathiasexu00krafuoft 
 
Oosterhuis, Harry. 2000. Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing, Psychiatry, and the Making 
of Sexual Identity. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press. 
Pp. 19-72; 275-285. 
Check for current availability here. 
 
Recommended: 
Davidson, Arnold. 2001. The Emergence of Sexuality: Historical Epistemology and the 
Formation of Concepts. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Read chapter 1: “Closing up the Corpses”, pp. 1-29. 
 
Hauser, Renate. 1994. “Krafft-Ebing’s Psychological Understanding of Sexual Behavior.” 
In Sexual Knowledge, Sexual Science: The History of Attitudes to Sexuality, edited by 
Roy Porte and Mikuláš Teich, 210–227. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Check for current availability here. 
 
Noyes, John K. 1997. The Mastery of Submission: Inventions of Masochism. Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press. 
Pp. 1-79. 
https://www.amazon.com/Mastery-Submission-Inventions-Masochism-Psychiatry/dp/0801
433452 
 
Nye, Robert A. 1993. “The Medical Origins of Sexual Fetishism.” In Fetishism as Cultural 
Discourse, edited by Emily Apter and William Pietz, 13–30. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press. 
https://www.amazon.com/Fetishism-Cultural-Discourse-Emily-Apter/dp/0801497574 
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2  
(7 and 8 
August 2021) 

Classical Sexology’s Sources: Literary Inspirations 
 
Deleuze, Giles. 1989. “Coldness and Cruelty.” In Masochism, 9-138. New York: Zone 
Books. Read pp. 1-46, 69-80, 91-138; the entire text is recommended 
https://www.amazon.com/Masochism-Coldness-Cruelty-Venus-Furs/dp/0942299558 
 
Musser, Amber Jamilla. 2008. “Reading, Writing, and the Whip.” Literature and Medicine. 
27 (2):204-222. 
http://openscholarship.wustl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=wgss [Open 
Access] 
 
Sacher-Masoch, Leopold von. (1870) 1989. “Venus in Furs.” In Masochism, 143-293. New 
York: Zone Books.  
Alternative edition available from: http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/6852 
 
Sade, Donatien Alphonse François. 1965. The Marquis de Sade: Justine, Philosophy in 
the Bedroom, and Other Writings. Translated by Richard Seaver and Austryn Wainhouse. 
New York: Grove Weidenfeld. Read pp. 179-367.   
https://www.amazon.com/Justine-Philosophy-Bedroom-Other-Writings/dp/0802132189  
  
Recommended: 
Lang, Birgit. 2017. “The Shifting Case of Masochism: Leopold von Sacher-Masoch’s 
Venus im Pelz (1870).” In A History of the Case Study: Sexology, Psychoanalysis, 
Literature, edited by Birgit Lang, Joy Damousi, and Alison Lewis, 19–54. Manchester: 
Manchester University Press. 
Available from:  https://doi.org/10.7765/9781526106117.00005 [Open Access] 
 

3  
(4 and 5 
September 
2021) 

Foucault – The Contingency of Perversion 
 
Foucault, Michel. 1990. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction. Translated by 
Robert Hurley. New York: Vintage Books. 
pp. 3-49, 77-102, 135-159. 
https://www.amazon.com/History-Sexuality-Vol-Introduction/dp/0679724699  
 
Foucault, Michel, and James O’Higgins. 1982-83. “Sexual Choice, Sexual Act: An 
Interview with Michel Foucault.” Salmagundi 58/59 10-24. Retrieved from 
https://salmagundi.skidmore.edu/articles/11-sexual-choice-sexual-act [Open Access] 
(Also published on JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/stable/40547562)   
 
Foucault, Michel. 2011. “The Gay Science” [Interview by Jean Le Bitoux]. Critical Inquiry 
37 (3):385–403. https://doi.org/10.1086/659351 
Retrieved from: https://philarchive.org/archive/HALTA [Open Access] 
 
Gallagher, Bob, Alexander WIlson, and Michel Foucault. (1984) 1997. “Sex, Power, and 
the Politics of Identity.” In Ethics: Subjectivity and Truth (The Essential Works of Foucault, 
1954-1984, Vol. 1), edited by Paul Rabinow, 163–173. New York: New Press. 
https://www.amazon.com/Ethics-Subjectivity-Essential-Foucault-1954-1984/dp/15658443
43  
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Halperin, David M. 1995. Saint Foucault: Towards a Gay Hagiography. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
Read pp. 15-21, 85-104, 162-164; the entire book is recommended. 
https://www.amazon.com/Saint-Foucault-Towards-Gay-Hagiography/dp/0195111273   
 
Plant, Bob. 2007. “Playing games/playing us: Foucault on sadomasochism.” Philosophy & 
Social Criticism 33 (5):531–561. https://doi.org/10.1177/0191453707078913 
 

4  
(2 and 3 
October 2021) 

Psychoanalytic Approaches 
 
Davidson, Arnold. 2001. “How to do the History of Psychoanalysis: A Reading of Freud's 
Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality.” In The Emergence of Sexuality: Historical 
Epistemology and the Formation of Concepts, 66-92. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press. 
Also available from: https://www.jstor.org/stable/1343491 
 
Hanly, Margaret Ann Fitzpatrick (Ed.). 1995. Essential Papers on Masochism. New York: 
New York University Press. Read: 35-61, 77-124, 153-181, 274-285 
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Papers-Masochism-Psychoanalysis/dp/0814734960  
 
Sulloway, Frank J. 1992. “Freud and the Sexologists.” In Freud, Biologist of the Mind: 
Beyond the Psychoanalytic Legend, 277–319. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
https://www.amazon.com/Freud-Biologist-Mind-Beyond-Psychoanalytic/dp/0674323351 
 
Recommended: 
Reich, Wilhelm. 1972. Character Analysis. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Read pp. 
225-269, "The Masochistic Character" 
https://www.amazon.com/Character-Analysis-Wilhelm-Reich-dp-0374509808/dp/0374509
808  
 
Saketopoulou, Avgi. 2014. “To Suffer Pleasure: The Shattering of the Ego as the Psychic 
Labor Of Perverse Sexuality.” Studies in Gender and Sexuality 15 (4):254–268. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15240657.2014.970479 
 
Stekel, Wilhelm. 1929. Sadism and Masochism: The Psychology of Hatred and Cruelty 
(two volumes). Translated by Louise Brink. New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation. 
Vol I: https://archive.org/details/b20442282M001   
Selections: 45-60, 137-142, 214, 220 
Vol II: https://archive.org/details/b20442282M002  
Selections: 213-214, 407-410, 421-422, 428-433, 460-463 
 

5  
(6 and 7 
November 
2021) 

The American DSM 
 
American Psychiatric Association. 1952. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 

Disorders [DSM-I] (1st ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. Read 
pp. 38-39; Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.1176/appi.books.9780890420331.dsm-i 
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American Psychiatric Association. 1968. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 

Disorders: DSM-II (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. Read 
p. 44; Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/abs/10.1176/appi.books.9780890420355.dsm-ii 

American Psychiatric Association. 1973. Homosexuality and Sexual Orientation 
Disturbance: Proposed Change in DSM-II, 6th Printing, page 44 [APA Document 
Reference No. 730008]. Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. 
Retrieved from 
https://pages.uoregon.edu/eherman/teaching/texts/DSM-II_Homosexuality_Revision.p
df 

American Psychiatric Association. 1980. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders: DSM-III (3rd ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. Read 
pp. 266-269, 273-275, 379, 380; Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.1176/appi.books.9780521315289.dsm-iii 

American Psychiatric Association. 1987. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders: DSM-III-R (3rd, revised ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric 
Association. Read pp. 279-283, 286-288, 425. Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.1176/appi.books.9780890420188.dsm-iii-r 

American Psychiatric Association. 1994. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders: DSM-IV (4th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. Read 
pp. 522-526, 529-530; Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.1176/appi.books.9780890420614.dsm-iv 

American Psychiatric Association. 2000. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders: DSM-IV-TR (4th, Text Revision ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric 
Association. Read pp. 566-570, 572-574, 840. Retrieved from: 
https://dsm.psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.1176/appi.books.9780890420249.dsm-iv-tr 

American Psychiatric Association. 2013. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders: DSM-5 (5th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association. Read 
pp. 685-686, 694-697, 700-702, 705, 816. 
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425596  

 
Grob, Gerald N. 1991. “Origins of DSM-I: A Study in Appearance and Reality.” American 
Journal of Psychiatry 148 (4):421–431. https://doi.org/10.1176/ajp.148.4.421 
 
Moser, Charles. 2019. “DSM-5, Paraphilias, and the Paraphilic Disorders: Confusion 
Reigns.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 48 (3):681–689. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-018-1356-7 
Also 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331264982_DSM-5_Paraphilias_and_the_Parap
hilic_Disorders_Confusion_Reigns [Open Access] 
 
Singy, Patrick. 2012. “How to Be a Pervert: A Modest Philosophical Critique of the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.” Revista de Estudios Sociales 43 
139–150. https://doi.org/10.7440/res43.2012.12 [Open Access] 
 
Suppe, Frederick. 1984. “Classifying Sexual Disorders: The Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of the American Psychiatric Association.” Journal of Homosexuality 9 (4):9–28. 
https://doi.org/10.1300/J082v09n04_02 
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6  
(4 and 5 
December 
2021) 

Kinsey 
 
Chiang, Howard Hsueh-Hao. 2008. “Effecting Science, Affecting Medicine: 
Homosexuality, The Kinsey Reports, and the Contested Boundaries of Psychopathology 
in the United States, 1948- 1965.” Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences, 
44(4): 300-318.  https://doi.org/10.1002/jhbs.20343 
 
Gebhard, Paul H. 1976. “Fetishism and Sadomasochism.” In Sex Research: Studies from 
the Kinsey Institute, edited by Martin Weinberg, 156-166. New York: Oxford University 
Press: https://www.amazon.com/Sex-Research-Studies-Kinsey-Institute/dp/0195020316 
 
Kinsey, Alfred C, Wardell B Pomeroy, and Clyde E Martin. 1948. Sexual Behavior in the 
Human Male. Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Company.  
Read pp. 610-666, “Homosexual Outlet” 
https://www.amazon.com/Sexual-Behavior-Human-Alfred-Kinsey/dp/0253334128  
 
Robinson, Paul. 1976. "Alfred Kinsey." In The Modernization of Sex: Havelock Ellis, Alfred 
Kinsey, William Masters and Virginia Johnson, 42-119. New York: Harper and Row. 
Check for current availability here.  
 
Recommended: 
Condon, Bill, dir and writer. Kinsey [Film]. Fox Searchlight Pictures, 2004. Beverly Hills, 
CA. https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0362269/; 
https://www.amazon.com/Kinsey-Laura-Linney/dp/B000SW166M 
 

7  
(8 and 9 
January 2022) 

Sociocultural Approaches in the Study of Sexuality 
 
Hacking, Ian. 2002. “Making Up People.” In Historical Ontology, 99–114. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press. 
https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Ontology-Ian-Hacking/dp/0674016076 
 
Rubin, Gayle. 2011. “Studying Sexual Subcultures: Excavating the Ethnography of Gay 
Communities in Urban North America.” In Deviations: A Gayle Rubin Reader, 310-346. 
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.  
https://www.amazon.com/Deviations-Gayle-Reader-Franklin-Center/dp/0822349868 
 
Simon, William, and John H. Gagnon. 1967. “Homosexuality: The Formulation of a 
Sociological Perspective.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 8 (3):177–185. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/2948372 
 
Weeks, Jeffrey. 1977. "Introduction," "From Sin to Crime," "The Medical Model," and "A 
Way of Life." In Coming Out: Homosexual Protest in Britain, from the Nineteenth Century 
to the Present, 1-44. London: Quartet Books. 
Current sources are listed here. 
 
Weinberg, Martin S., Colin J. Williams, and Charles Moser. 1984. “The Social 
Constituents of Sadomasochism.” Social Problems 31 (4):379–389. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/800385   
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/240760993_The_Social_Constituents_of_Sado
masochism [Open Access] 
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Recommended: 
Chaline, Eric. 2007. “On Becoming a Gay SMer: A Sexual Scripting Perspective.” In Safe, 
Sane, and Consensual: Contemporary Perspectives on Sadomasochism, edited by 
Darren Langdridge and Meg Barker, 155–176. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 
https://www.amazon.com/Safe-Sane-Consensual-Contemporary-Sadomasochism/dp/113
7338377  
 
Green, Adam Isaiah. 2015. “Sexual fields.” In Handbook of the Sociology of Sexualities, 
edited by John DeLamater, and Rebecca F. Plante, 23–39. Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-17341-2_3  
 

8  
(5 and 6 
February  
2022) 

Theorizing and Studying Kink/Leather Sexualites and Sexual Communities 
 
Bienvenu II, Robert V. 1998. The Development of Sadomasochism as a Cultural Style in 
the Twentieth-Century United States, PhD diss., Indiana University. 
Pp. 1-20, 40-55, 71-78, 86-104, 112-114, 143-156, 167-174, 185-189, 220-245, 263-287.  
Download from: https://americanfetish.net (use "Anonymous Login") 
 
Cruz, Ariane. 2015. “Beyond Black and Blue: BDSM, Internet Pornography, and Black 
Female Sexuality.” Feminist Studies 41 (2):409–436. 
https://doi.org/10.15767/feministstudies.41.2.409 
 
Mesli, Rostom and Gayle Rubin. 2015. “SM Politics, SM Communities in the United 
States.” In The Ashgate Research Companion to Lesbian and Gay Activism, edited by 
David Paternotte and Manon Tremblay, 291–306. Farmham, Surrey, England: Ashgate 
Publishing Limited. 
https://www.amazon.com/Ashgate-Research-Companion-Lesbian-Activism-dp-036760609
7/dp/0367606097 
 
Rubin, Gayle. 2011. ”The Leather Menace: Comments on Politics and S/M” and “Thinking 
Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality.” In Deviations: A Gayle Rubin 
Reader, 109-136, 137-181. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.   
 
Rubin, Gayle. 1997. “Elegy for the Valley of Kings: AIDS and the Leather Community in 
San Francisco, 1981-1996,” In Changing Times: Gay Men and Lesbians Encounter 
HIV/AIDS, edited by Levine, Martin P., Peter M. Nardi, and John H. Gagnon, 
101-144. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997. 
Retrieved from: 
https://www.amazon.com/Changing-Times-Lesbians-Encounter-AIDS/dp/0226278573 
 
Recommended: 
Petrella, Serena. 2020. “Bound and Entangled: Masculinities, Embodiment and the 
Materialisation of Gender in the Sexual Field of the BDSM Club.” In Entanglements and 
Weavings: Diffractive Approaches to Gender and Love, edited by Deidre C. Byrne, and 
Marianne Schleicher, 243–264. Leiden, NL; Boston: Brill Rodopi. 
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004441460_014  
 

 
Document version: 25 April 2021 
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