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SUSTAINING ARCTIC
OBSERVING NETWORKS

SAON Board meeting
2nd March 2026 17-18 CET / 11am-12pm EDT / 16-17 UTC

The meeting will be a Teams teleconference
Link:

h ms.microsof m/l/m join/19%3ameetin

DhhOGM2Yjc3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e85164ec-9598-49a2-98a1-709a3f29cfc6%

22%2c%220id%22%3a%22201df34a-7bdc-4596-b7a2- 4429e16e%22%7

Meeting ID: 375 514 763 635 / Passcode: 2s9qQz

Draft agenda

1. Welcome and adoption of agenda (Mikko Strahlendorff)
[Please note that the session will be recorded. The recording will not be shared, but only used for the
preparation of minutes.
Meeting notes from the teleconference 12th January 2026 are available here.
2. SAON Strategy and Workplan
[The current SAON Strategy runs for the period 2018-2028. The Strategy is implemented by the
SAON Board and the SAON Committees as described in the SAON Implementation document. The
Strategy has three goals, and Goal no. 3 is to Ensure sustainability of Arctic observing. While Goal
no. 1 and 2. are meant for the SAON Committees, then Goal no. 3 is meant for the SAON Board. The
first objective under Goal 3 is to Develop a strategy for long-term financial commitment in Arctic
observations.
At the meeting 12th January, Board members were asked about their activities to implement Goal 3
and the first objective. In advance of this meeting, national Board members were asked to complete
this table, asking these three questions:
o Title and link to foundational document - strategy or similar
o Does the ‘foundational document’ mention/prioritize observing (section) ? How is it
mentioned? Please quote. Is there a mention of funding for observing in the document?
How?
o Are there news when it comes to forward-looking funding?]
3. The Committees
o Arctic Data Committee (ADC) (Chantelle Verhey) (3 min)

m Updating the JASC Data Statement (2013).



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjBiYjMyNWUtZDc0Yi00ZThkLWI0MDItMGFkZDhhOGM2Yjc3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e85164ec-9598-49a2-98a1-709a3f29cfc6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22201df34a-7bdc-4596-b7a2-09094429e16e%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjBiYjMyNWUtZDc0Yi00ZThkLWI0MDItMGFkZDhhOGM2Yjc3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e85164ec-9598-49a2-98a1-709a3f29cfc6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22201df34a-7bdc-4596-b7a2-09094429e16e%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjBiYjMyNWUtZDc0Yi00ZThkLWI0MDItMGFkZDhhOGM2Yjc3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e85164ec-9598-49a2-98a1-709a3f29cfc6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22201df34a-7bdc-4596-b7a2-09094429e16e%22%7d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dpK1U2LtOfhEyJ0FYYknZ_m8NeWXCE1J/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100978649835470979475&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://arcticobserving.org/images/pdf/Strategy_and_Implementation/SAON_Strategy_2018-2028_version_16MAY2018.pdf
https://arcticobserving.org/images/pdf/Strategy_and_Implementation/SAON_Implementation_Plan_version_17JUL2018_Status_approved.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaKaiJ0k-aIASNboXYv4ACyw3kjVnL5PXLKUbKvXYE8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaKaiJ0k-aIASNboXYv4ACyw3kjVnL5PXLKUbKvXYE8/edit?tab=t.0
https://iasc.info/images/data/IASC_data_statement.pdf
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m  Members of the ADC meet every second month with Antarctic colleagues
through the Polar to Global Online Interoperability and Data Sharing
Workshop/Hackathon (P2G) series.

The next telemeeting is 19th March 2026. If Board members or someone else

would like to participate, then please subscribe to the mailing list here.

o Committee on Observations and Networks (CON) (Alice Bradley, Heikki Lihavainen, Joao
Canario) (3 min)
m SAON CON Objective 1): Conduct an inventory of national observational
capacities. Use case white paper
4. SAON ROADS process (10 min)
o Advisory Panel (Sandy Starkweather or Jan Rene Larsen)
o  ArcticPASSION and Beyond ArcticPASSION (BAS) (Michael Karcher)
o RNA CoObs (Alice Bradley or Sandy Starkweather)

5. Arctic Observing Summit (AQS, Program) and Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW, web page) (Alice
Bradly, 3 min). 25 March - 1 April, 2026 Aarhus, Denmark. Overview of events/sessions. Note in
particular:

o 25th March, 16-17: SAON Board meeting
o 29th March, 13:30-14:30: Arctic Observing Summit: Status and governance
o 29th March, 14:30 - 15:30: Arctic ROADS Open Partnership Meeting

6. ArORA - Status within SAON. Current SAON structure (Craig M. Lee).

7. ICARP IV process (Gerlis Fugmann) (3 min)

8. International Polar Year (2032-33, IPY) (Gerlis Fugmann) (3 min)

9. Allocating the IASC 2025/2026 funding. The IASC budget allocates 2*7500 euros to SAON for the
period spring 2025-spring 2026. App. 4000 euros have been spent on supporting the ADC chair
travelling to Polar Data Forum. The proposal is that 2*4000 euros (anticipated) is allocated to
support travel to ASSW for the ADC chair and Maya Reda-Williams, who will support the data
working group at the AOS.

10. Upcoming events:

o X
11. Any Other Business
o X

12. The next Board meetings will be held 25th March and 4th May 2026.

Documents for the meetings of the Board are found here.
The list of Board members is found here.


https://arcticdc.org/meetings/conference-calls-webinars
https://arcticdc.org/meetings/conference-calls-webinars
https://nsidc.org/lists/mailman/lists/polardata.nsidc.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NGXYcDuuLUKKTZ4pYqI0TT1Zw04FLiFJof2Py5ATR8U/edit?usp=sharing
https://arcticobservingsummit.org/
https://arcticobservingsummit.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/AOS2026_program_draft.pdf
https://assw.info/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OmuQ9C3V3NQiXadtK9YvA4yyJYlziPO8SFAXHaOAnw/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.57z68wrny65a
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lx1xFC1p8Dk6VA0CWFMtM4bkxmlzkrKI/view?usp=drive_link
https://arcticobserving.org/governance/board/board-meetings
https://arcticobserving.org/governance/board/board-members

