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Problem Solving Process Notes 
Reflecting on Using the Process 
How did you use each step of the problem solving process to solve this problem? Give examples of what each step 
looked like as you were solving that problem. 
 

 Define Prepare Try Reflect 

Word 
Search 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Birthday 
Guests 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Road Trip 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

The Purpose of Each Step 
For each step in the problem solving process write one sentence explaining its purpose. Why is it included in the 
problem solving process? 
 
Define:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prepare: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Try:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reflect:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Defining Problems with Questions 
Before starting to solve a problem it’s important that you have defined it well. What questions or strategies can you use 
to better define or understand a problem? Record them in the space below. 
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