FAQ’s about 6th-Grade Band at Murchison
« Why should my child choose to be in band at Murchison?

Research indicates that instruction in music and understanding of musical
principles not only help to develop the aesthetic element of our human nature,
but also contribute positively to the development of mathematical, verbal, and
critical-thinking skills as well as positive self-esteem. We see first-hand
evidence every day that our students are succeeding musically, academically,
personally, and socially in our school. We hope that you and your child will
choose to participate in one of AISD’s outstanding elective programs.

« What kind of band classes are offered at the 6th Grade level?

Our 6th grade band classes are designed for students who have never played an
instrument before. We offer classes on flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet,
saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, euphonium, tuba, and percussion
instruments.

« Does the student’s family supply the instrument for participation in
band?

Generally, yes. We recommend that you rent a good quality instrument for
your child. A limited number of the more expensive instruments are available
for rental from the school. Financial assistance is available for those who need
help in getting an instrument.

e What criteria are used in selecting an instrument for the beginning
band student?

We host an “Instrument Test Drive” at Murchison to provide the students the
opportunity to try all of the instruments in which they are interested. A staff
of teachers will be available to evaluate the interests and physical attributes of
each student (size of hands, shape of lips, braces, etc.) and recommend an
appropriate instrument for beginning instruction.We can also set up individual
test drive sessions for students who are unable to attend the full Test Drive.

« When and where is the “Instrument Test Drive” scheduled?
We are hosting an instrument test drive at Murchison on Sat. 1/25 Details have

been sent out via email as well as a flyer delivered to our feeder elementaries.
Scan the QR code below to register for that date. If you are unable to attend



on that date please select “Band” on the choice sheet and we will contact you
for a future session.

Murchison MS Music: Murchison Instrument Test Drive

www.signupgenius.com

« How much after-school time is involved with being in band?

At the beginning level, after-school rehearsals are kept at a minimum. We
normally have an afternoon rehearsal before our Winter Concert in December
and again before our Spring Concert in May. As with all of our activities, these
events will be scheduled far in advance to allow students to make appropriate
plans.

« How much practice time is expected of beginning band students?

At first, beginners are expected to practice 10 - 15 minutes a day (in two or
three 5-7 minute sessions). As they progress through the year, students will be
expected to practice 20 - 25 minutes a day to accomplish our group and
individual goals.

« What kind of performances are involved for beginning band students?

Performances for our beginners are generally limited to the 2 concerts
mentioned above as well as informal concerts as a small class, and individual
opportunities to play chamber music. At this level, we concentrate on
developing good fundamental instrumental skills. We do provide the students
with many opportunities to “show off” their prowess in class settings.

« How many students are involved in the beginner band program?
Each year we start approximately 100-150 new students in our beginner band
classes. Students are divided into small like-instrument groups such as flutes,
clarinets, trumpets, etc. for instruction, but we do combine into a large
“band” for the Winter and Spring Concerts.

 What process does a student follow to be in band?



Students should put band as their first preference on their elective choice
sheet. Then, they should attend our “Instrument Test Drive” to determine
which instrument they will play for next year. This step is critical since the
counselors must know what instrument a student is going to play before they
can prepare that student’s schedule.

« Are private lessons offered for band students at Murchison?

Yes. We have a tremendous lesson program in which almost half of our band
students participate. Lessons are taught before, after, or during school at
Murchison by specialists on each individual instrument. Students pay the
private teacher directly.

IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT:
jeffrey.corneille@austinisd.org
william.leo®@austinisd.org



mailto:jeffrey.corneille@austinisd.org
mailto:william.leo@austinisd.org

Cau héi thwong gap vé Ban nhac 1&p 6 tai trwdng trung hoc
Murchison!

e Tai sao con téi nén chon tham gia ban nhac tai trwwé’ng trung hoc
Murchison?

Nghién ctru cho réng viéc huéng dén vé 4m nhac va hiéu biét vé céc nguyén tic
am nhac khéng

chi gitip phat trién yéu té thdm my trong ban chét con nguoi ctia ching ta ma con
dong gop

tich curc vao sw phét trién céc ky ndng toan hoc, ngén tur va tw duy phén bién
clng nhw

Iong tw trong tich cwre. Ching téi thdy bdng chirng truc tiép hang ngay la hoc sinh
cta chuang téi

dang thanh cong vé méat &m nhac, hoc thuét, cé nhan va xa hoéi tai trurong cia
chung téi. Chung téi hy vong réng ban va con ban sé chon tham gia mét trong
nhirng chwong trinh tw chon néi bat nay cta AISD.

e L&p hoc ban nhac nao dwoc cung cap & trinh doé 16p 62
Céc I6p hoc ban nhac I6p 6 cua ching téi duoc thiét ké cho nhitng hoc sinh
chuwra ting choi nhac cu trde day. Chung téi cung cép céc Iép hoc vé séo,
0-boa, bassoon, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, ken cor Phap, trombone,
euphonium, tuba va nhac cu gé.

e Gia dinh hoc sinh cé phai cung cap nhac cu dé tham gia ban nhac
khéng?
N6i chung la c6. Chung téi khuyén ban nén thué mét nhac cu chét luong tét cho
con ban.
Céc nhac cu dat tién hon sé c6 mét sé luong han ché s&n dé thué tor truong.
Chung téi c6 hé tro tai chinh cho nhitng em cén giup d& dé cé duroc nhac cu.

e Tiéu chuan nao dwoc str dung khi lwa chon nhac cu cho hoc vién
m&i bat dau hoc ban nhac?
Chung t6i td chire “Budi thtr nhac cu” tai trwérng Murchison dé cung cap cho hoc
sinh co hoi thr tAt cd cac nhac cu ma cac em quan tam. Mot déi ngii gido vién
s& c6 mat dé danh gia s& thich va ddc diém thé chét cta tirng hoc sinh (kich
thwée ban tay, hinh dang



mai, niéng rang, v.v.) va dé xuat mét nhac cu pht hop dé bat dau hwong dan.
Chuing t6i cling co thé thiét lap cac budi thir riéng cho nhirng hoc sinh khong thé
tham dw “Budi thtr nhac cu”

“Buéi thtr nhac cu” dwoec Ién lich khi nao va & dau?

Chung téi dang té chire mot budi thir nhac cu tai trirong Murchison vao thir Bay,
ngay 25 thang 1. Chi tiét da dwoc guvi qua email cling nhuw to roi duoc gii dén
céc trrong tiéu hoc cda ching téi. Quét ma QR

bén dudi dé dang ky cho ngay dé. Néu ban khéng thé tham dw vao ngay dé, vui
long chon

“Ban nhac” trén to Iwea chon va chung téi s€ lién hé véi ban sau.

Murchison MS Music: Murchison Instrument Test Drive
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Can bao nhiéu th&i gian sau gi® hoc dé tham gia ban nhac?

O cép d6 dau, céc budi tap sau gior hoc duoc gitk & mire téi thiéu. Ching téi
thuong co

mot budi tap vao bubi chiéu truéc “Budi hda nhac mua déng” vao thang 12 va
mét Ian nika trurde “Bubi hoa nhac mua xudn” vao thang 5. Ciing nhw tat cd céc
sinh hoat ctia chiing téi, cac sw kién nay sé duorc 1én lich truée rét 1du dé hoc
sinh cé thé I1ap ké hoach phu hop.

Hoc vién méi bat dau hoc ban nhac can phai danh bao nhiéu thi
gian luyén tap?

Luc dau, nguoi méi bat dau duoc yéu cau luyén tép 10 - 15 phut méi ngay (trong
hai hodc ba bubi, méi budi 5-7 phut). Khi ho tién bo trong subt ndm hoc, hoc sinh
sé duroc yéu cau luyén tap 20 - 25 phat mbi ngay dé hoan thanh muc tiéu nhém
va ca nhén cua chung toi.

Hoc vién méi bat dau tham gia ban nhac sé phai biéu dién nhirng loai
hinh nao?

Céc budi biéu dién danh cho cac em méi bat dau thuong chi giéi han & 2 bubi
hoa nhac duoc dé cap & trén ciing nhuw cac bubi hoa nhac khéng chinh thire nhuw
mét I6p hoc nhd va céc co hdi ca nhan dé choi nhac thinh phong. O cap dé nay,
chung toi tép trung vao viéc phat trién cac ky ndng choi nhac cu co bén tot.



Chung téi cung cap cho hoc vién nhiéu co héi dé "khoe" tai ndng ctia minh trong
cac buoi
16p hoc.

e Co6 bao nhiéu hoc sinh tham gia chwong trinh ban nhac danh cho
ngw®i méi bat dau?
Mé&i ndm, chuing t6i tuyén khodng 100-150 hoc vién méi vao céc I6p ban nhac
danh cho ngudi méi bat dau. Hoc sinh duroc chia thanh cadc nhém nhé cung loai
nhac cu nhw sao, ken clarinet, ken trumpet, v.v. dé huwong dan, nhuwng chuang toi
két hop thanh mét "ban nhac" I6n cho céc bubi hoa nhac Mua déng va Mua
xuan.

e Hoc sinh phai tuan theo quy trinh nao dé dwoc vao ban nhac?
Hoc sinh nén dwa ban nhac vao danh sach Iwra chon tw chon cta minh. Sau do,
cac em nén tham dy “Budi thir nhac cu” cua chung téi dé xéac dinh nhac cu nao
cac em sé
choi vao ndm sau. Buéc nay rét quan trong vi cac ¢ van phéi biét nhac cu nao
ma hoc sinh sé choi truéc khi ho cé thé chudn bj lich trinh cho hoc sinh dé.

e Co6 Ié&p hoc rieng danh cho hoc sinh trong ban nhac tai trwé'ng
Murchison khéng?
C6. Chung téi c6 mot chuong trinh hoc tuyét voi ma gan mét niva sé hoc sinh
ban nhac cua chung téi tham gia. Cac bai hoc duwoc giang day trwdce, sau hoédc
trong gi¢r hoc tai Murchison béi céc chuyén gia vé tirmg nhac cu riéng 18. Hoc
sinh tra tién truc tiép cho gido vién day kem.

NEU BAN CO THEM CAU HOI, VUI LONG LIEN HE:
jeffrey.corneille@austinisd.org
william.leo@austinisd.org



