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Differences Between Gyratory Crusher and Cone Crusher 
 

Understanding the differences between a gyratory crusher and a cone crusher is crucial for 

professionals in the mining and aggregate industries. Both machines are used for crushing rocks 

and ores, but they operate in distinct ways and are suitable for different applications. 

 

Overview of Crushers 
 

Before diving into the differences, it's important to understand the basic function of crushers. 

Crushers are machines designed to reduce the size of large rocks into smaller rocks, gravel, or 

rock dust. They are essential in mining, construction, and recycling operations. 

 

Gyratory Crusher 
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Structure and Design 

 

●​ Shape: Gyratory crushers have a conical head and a concave surface. The crushing action is 

produced by the closing of the gap between the mantle line (movable) and the concave 

liners (fixed). 

●​ Components: 

- Mantle: The moving part that gyrates within the concave. 

- Concave: The fixed outer shell that forms the crushing cavity. 

- Spider: Provides support to the upper part of the crusher. 

 

Working Principle 

 

●​ Mechanism: Operates on the principle of compressive force. The rock is crushed when the 

mantle moves towards the concave, squeezing the rock in between. 

●​ Continuous Operation: Gyratory crushers are designed for continuous operation and can 

handle large quantities of material. 

 

Advantages 

 

●​ High Capacity: Suitable for processing large volumes of material. 

●​ Uniform Product Size: Provides a more consistent product size compared to other crushers. 

●​ Efficiency: Generally more efficient in terms of energy consumption. 

 

Cone Crusher 
 

Structure and Design 

 

●​ Shape: Cone crushers also have a conical head and a concave surface, but they are smaller 

and more compact compared to gyratory crushers. 

●​ Components: 

- Cone: The moving part that crushes the rock. 
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- Bowl: The fixed part that forms the crushing cavity. 

- Eccentric Shaft: Drives the cone to perform the crushing action. 

 

Working Principle 

 

●​ Mechanism: Similar to gyratory crushers, cone crushers work on the principle of 

compressive force. The rock is crushed between the cone and the bowl as the cone moves 

eccentrically. 

●​ Intermittent Operation: Cone crushers are typically used for secondary, tertiary, or 

quaternary crushing stages. 

 

Advantages 

 

●​ Versatility: Suitable for a variety of applications, including medium and fine crushing. 

●​ Lower Cost: Generally less expensive to install and maintain than gyratory crushers. 

●​ Compact Design: Takes up less space, making it ideal for smaller operations. 

 

Key Differences 
 

Design and Structure 

 

1.​ Size: 

- Gyratory crushers are larger and heavier, making them suitable for primary crushing of large 

rocks. 

- Cone crushers are smaller and lighter, suitable for secondary and tertiary crushing. 

 

2.​ Crushing Surface: 

- Gyratory crushers have a larger crushing surface area, allowing them to handle more material. 

- Cone crushers have a smaller surface area, focusing on finer crushing. 
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Operation and Application 

 

3.​ Continuous vs. Intermittent: 

- Gyratory crushers are designed for continuous operation and are ideal for large-scale mining 

operations. 

- Cone crushers operate intermittently and are used for smaller-scale operations. 

 

4.​ Product Size: 

- Gyratory crushers produce a more uniform product size due to their larger crushing surface. 

- Cone crushers can produce finer product sizes, making them suitable for specific applications 

requiring precise material specifications. 

 

Cost and Maintenance 

 

5.​ Installation and Maintenance: 

- Gyratory crushers are more expensive to install and maintain due to their size and complexity. 

- Cone crushers are generally more cost-effective in terms of installation and maintenance. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Both gyratory crushers and cone crushers are essential in the mining and aggregate industries, 

each serving distinct purposes. Understanding their differences helps in selecting the right 

crusher for specific applications, ensuring efficient and cost-effective operations. 
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