
 
IB HL Language and Literature       Unit 2: Project Soapbox  
 
Project Soapbox: Description of Learning:  

In this unit, you will analyze, discuss, and write your own powerful speech based on a concept, local 
or global issue. You will have your own platform for civic responsibility and activism.  
 
You will analyze famous speeches, learn to employ stylistic techniques and rhetorical appeals, and 
acquire skills related to public speaking, so you can confidently deliver your own speech. This unit will 
also cover the investigation of issues related to equity and social justice. We will  examine persuasive 
writing, speech structure, rhetorical appeals, and speech delivery. Students will research and deliver 
their own Project Soapbox speech at the end of the marking period. There will be a speech 
competition in each class and the Top 3 winners in each class will be invited to compete in the 
city-wide MIKVA event in November. . 
 

 Project Soapbox will count as a service learning project, but most importantly, you will acquire the 
skills,  tools, and techniques  to empower your thinking about a local or global issue that need to be 
addressed.  In summary, students will be:  listening to a variety of speeches based on local and 
global issues; analyzing rhetorical appeals and stylistic techniques that make speeches powerful; 
researching a topic of your choice that has personal relevance to you; organizing a 2-3 minute 
soapbox speech.  
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ESPY Awards Speech, 2016 
 
ESPY Awards Context  and Speech) 

ANTHONY: Good evening. Tonight is a celebration of sports, celebrating our accomplishments and 

our victories. But, in this moment of celebration, we asked to start the show tonight this way — the 

four of us talking to our fellow athletes with the country watching. Because we cannot ignore the 

realities of the current state of America. The events of the past week have put a spotlight on the 

injustice, distrust and anger that plague so many of us. The system is broken. The problems are not 

new. The violence is not new. And the racial divide definitely is not new. But the urgency to create 

change is at an all-time high. 

PAUL: We stand here tonight, accepting our role in uniting communities, to be the change we need to 

see. We stand before you as fathers, sons, husbands, brothers, uncles — and in my case, as an 

African-American man and the nephew of a police officer, who is one of the hundreds of thousands 

of great officers serving this country. 

But, Trayvon Martin. Michael Brown. Tamir Rice. Eric Garner. Laquan McDonald. Alton Sterling. 

Philando Castile. This is also our reality. Generations ago, legends like Jesse Owens, Jackie Robinson, 

Muhammad Ali, John Carlos and Tommie Smith, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jim Brown, Billie Jean King, 

Arthur Ashe and countless others, they set a model for what athletes should stand for. So we choose 

to follow in their footsteps. 

WADE: The racial profiling has to stop. The shoot-to-kill mentality has to stop. Not seeing the value of 

black and brown bodies has to stop. But also, the retaliation has to stop. The endless gun violence in 

places like Chicago, Dallas, not to mention Orlando, it has to stop. Enough. Enough is enough. Now, 

as athletes, it’s on us to challenge each other to do even more than we already do in our own 

communities. And the conversation, it cannot stop as our schedules get busy again. It won’t always 

be convenient. It won’t. It won’t always be comfortable, but it is necessary. 
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JAMES: We all feel helpless and frustrated by the violence. We do. But that’s not acceptable. It’s time 

to look in the mirror and ask ourselves what are we doing to create change. It’s not about being a 

role model. It’s not about our responsibility to the tradition of activism. I know tonight we’re honoring 

Muhammad Ali. The GOAT. But to do his legacy any justice, let’s use this moment as a call to action 

for all professional athletes to educate ourselves. It’s for these issues. Speak up. Use our influence. 

And renounce all violence. And most importantly, go back to our communities, invest our time, our 

resources, help rebuild them, help strengthen them, help change them. We all have to do better. 

Thank you 

Jesse Williams’ Humanitarian Acceptance Speech, 2016 
 
 
Honoree Jesse Williams accepts the Humanitarian Award onstage during the 2016 BET 
Awards at the Microsoft Theater on June 26, 2016 in Los Angeles, California.  
 
Audio 
 

{1}Peace peace. Thank you, Debra. Thank you, BET. Thank you Nate Parker, Harry and Debbie Allen 

for participating in that.  Before we get into it, I just want to say I brought my parents out tonight. I 

just want to thank them for being here, for teaching me to focus on comprehension over career, and 

that they make sure I learn what the schools were afraid to teach us. And also thank my amazing 

wife for changing my life. 

{2}Now, this award – this is not for me. This is for the real organizers all over the country – the 

activists, the civil rights attorneys, the struggling parents, the families, the teachers, the students 

that are realizing that a system built to divide and impoverish and destroy us cannot stand if we do. 

{3}It’s kind of basic mathematics – the more we learn about who we are and how we got here, the 

more we will mobilize. Now, this is also in particular for the black women in particular who have spent 

their lifetimes dedicated to nurturing everyone before themselves. We can and will do better for you. 
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{4}Now, what we’ve been doing is looking at the data and we know that police somehow manage to 

deescalate, disarm and not kill white people everyday. So what’s going to happen is we are going to 

have equal rights and justice in our own country or we will restructure their function and ours. 

{5}Now… I got more y’all – yesterday would have been young Tamir Rice’s 14th birthday so I don’t 

want to hear anymore about how far we’ve come when paid public servants can pull a drive-by on 12 

year old playing alone in the park in broad daylight, killing him on television and then going home to 

make a sandwich. Tell Rekia Boyd how it’s so much better than it is to live in 2012 than it is to live in 

1612 or 1712. Tell that to Eric Garner. Tell that to Sandra Bland. Tell that to Dorian Hunt. 

{6}Now the thing is, though, all of us in here getting money – that alone isn’t gonna stop this. Alright, 

now dedicating our lives, dedicating our lives to getting money just to give it right back for 

someone’s brand on our body when we spent centuries praying with brands on our bodies, and now 

we pray to get paid for brands on our bodies. 

{7}There has been no war that we have not fought and died on the front lines of. There has been no 

job we haven’t done. There is no tax they haven’t leveed against us – and we’ve paid all of them. But 

freedom is somehow always conditional here. “You’re free,” they keep telling us. But she would have 

been alive if she hadn’t acted so… free. 

{8}Now, freedom is always coming in the hereafter, but you know what, though, the hereafter is a 

hustle. We want it now. And let’s get a couple things straight, just a little sidenote – the burden of the 

brutalized is not to comfort the bystander.That’s not our job, alright – stop with all that. If you have a 

critique for the resistance, for our resistance, then you better have an established record of critique 

of our oppression. If you have no interest, if you have no interest in equal rights for black people 

then do not make suggestions to those who do. Sit down. 

{8}We’ve been floating this country on credit for centuries, yo, and we’re done watching and waiting 

while this invention called whiteness uses and abuses us, burying black people out of sight and out of 

mind while extracting our culture, our dollars, our entertainment like oil – black gold, ghettoizing and 
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demeaning our creations then stealing them, gentrifying our genius and then trying us on like 

costumes before discarding our bodies like rinds of strange fruit. The thing is though… the thing is 

that just because we’re magic doesn’t mean we’re not real. Thank you. 

For a Heroic Writers Movement/ Toni Morrison , 1981 
Text 
 
 

Student Speeches 

Student Speech #1  Shavon McClendon  

Student Speech #2 Danny Moore 
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The SOCIAL JUSTICE SPEECHES  
The following speeches are taken from the SOJUST collection of speeches and are considered a BODY OF 
WORK that can be used in your IA next year.  Source of Speeches: SOJUST 

 

1. The Destructive Male / Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

January 01, 1868— Washington, DC, Women's Suffrage Convention 
 
Stanton was an author, lecturer, and chief philosopher of the women's rights and suffrage 
movements, Elizabeth Cady Stanton formulated the agenda for women's rights that guided the 
struggle well into the 20th century. (Source: National Women’s History Museum) 

 
{1} I urge a sixteenth amendment, because 'manhood suffrage,' or a man's government, is civil, 
religious, and social disorganization. The male element is a destructive force, stern, selfish, 
aggrandizing, loving war, violence, conquest, acquisition, breeding in the material and moral world 
alike discord, disorder, disease, and death. See what a record of blood and cruelty the pages of 
history reveal! Through what slavery, slaughter, and sacrifice, through what inquisitions and 
imprisonments, pains and persecutions, black codes and gloomy creeds, the soul of humanity has 
struggled for the centuries, while mercy has veiled her face and all hearts have been dead alike to 
love and hope! 
 

{2} The male element has held high carnival thus far; it has fairly run riot from the beginning, 
overpowering the feminine element everywhere, crushing out all the diviner qualities in human 
nature, until we know but little of true manhood and womanhood, of the latter comparatively 
nothing, for it has scarce been recognized as a power until within the last century. Society is but the 
reflection of man himself, untempered by woman's thought; the hard iron rule we feel alike in the 
church, the state, and the home. No one need wonder at the disorganization, at the fragmentary 
condition of everything, when we remember that man, who represents but half a complete being, 
with but half an idea on every subject, has undertaken the absolute control of all sublunary matters. 
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{3} People object to the demands of those whom they choose to call the strong-minded, because 
they say 'the right of suffrage will make the women masculine.' That is just the difficulty in which we 
are involved today. Though disfranchised, we have few women in the best sense; we have simply so 
many reflections, varieties, and dilutions of the masculine gender. The strong, natural characteristics 
of womanhood are repressed and ignored in dependence, for so long as man feeds woman she will 
try to please the giver and adapt herself to his condition. To keep a foothold in society, woman must 
be as near like man as possible, reflect his ideas, opinions, virtues, motives, prejudices, and vices. She 
must respect his statutes, though they strip her of every inalienable right, and conflict with that 
higher law written by the finger of God on her own soul. 
She must look at everything from its dollar-and-cent point of view, or she is a mere romancer. She 
must accept things as they are and make the best of them. To mourn over the miseries of others, the 
poverty of the poor, their hardships in jails, prisons, asylums, the horrors of war, cruelty, and brutality 
in every form, all this would be mere sentimentalizing. To protest against the intrigue, bribery, and 
corruption of public life, to desire that her sons might follow some business that did not involve lying, 
cheating, and a hard, grinding selfishness, would be arrant nonsense. 
 

{4a} In this way man has been molding woman to his ideas by direct and positive influences, while 
she, if not a negation, has used indirect means to control him, and in most cases developed the very 
characteristics both in him and herself that needed repression. And now man himself stands appalled 
at the results of his own excesses, and mourns in bitterness that falsehood, selfishness, and violence 
are the law of life. The need of this hour is not territory, gold mines, railroads, or special payments 
but a new evangel of womanhood, to exalt purity, virtue, morality, true religion, to lift man up into 
the higher realms of thought and action. 
 

{4b} We ask woman's enfranchisement, as the first step toward the recognition of that essential 
element in government that can only secure the health, strength, and prosperity of the nation. 
Whatever is done to lift woman to her true position will help to usher in a new day of peace and 
perfection for the race. In speaking of the masculine element, I do not wish to be understood to say 
that all men are hard, selfish, and brutal, for many of the most beautiful spirits the world has known 
have been clothed with manhood; but I refer to those characteristics, though often marked in 
woman, that distinguish what is called the stronger sex. For example, the love of acquisition and 
conquest, the very pioneers of civilization, when expended on the earth, the sea, the elements, the 
riches and forces of nature, are powers of destruction when used to subjugate one man to another or 
to sacrifice nations to ambition. 
 

{5} Here that great conservator of woman's love, if permitted to assert itself, as it naturally would in 
freedom against oppression, violence, and war, would hold all these destructive forces in check, for 
woman knows the cost of life better than man does, and not with her consent would one drop of 
blood ever be shed, one life sacrificed in vain. 
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{6} With violence and disturbance in the natural world, we see a constant effort to maintain an 
equilibrium of forces. Nature, like a loving mother, is ever trying to keep land and sea, mountain and 
valley, each in its place, to hush the angry winds and waves, balance the extremes of heat and cold, 
of rain and drought, that peace, harmony, and beauty may reign supreme. There is a striking 
analogy between matter and mind, and the present disorganization of society warns us that in the 
dethronement of woman we have let loose the elements of violence and ruin that she only has the 
power to curb. If the civilization of the age calls for an extension of the suffrage, surely a 
government of the most virtuous educated men and women would better represent the whole and 
protect the interests of all than could the representation of either sex alone. 
 
 

2. What is Patriotism?/Emma Goldman 
1908 , San Francisco, California 
 
Emma Goldman was an anarchist political activist and writer. She played a pivotal role in the 
development of anarchist political philosophy in North America and Europe in the first half of the 
20th century. Born in Kaunas, Russian Empire to a Jewish family, Goldman emigrated to the United 
States in 1885 
 

{1}Men and Women: What is patriotism? Is it love of one's birthplace, the place of 
childhood's recollections and hopes, dreams and aspirations? Is it the place where, in 
childlike naivete, we would watch the passing clouds, and wonder why we, too, could not 
float so swiftly? The place where we would count the milliard glittering stars, terror-stricken 
lest each one "an eye should be," piercing the very depths of our little souls? Is it the place 
where we would listen to the music of the birds and long to have wings to fly, even as they, 
to distant lands? Or is it the place where we would sit on Mother's knee, enraptured by tales 
of great deeds and conquests? In short, is it love for the spot, every inch representing dear 
and precious recollections of a happy, joyous and playful childhood? 

{2}If that were patriotism, few American men of today would be called upon to be patriotic, 
since the place of play has been turned into factory, mill, and mine, while deepening sounds 
of machinery have replaced the music of the birds. No longer can we hear the tales of great 
deeds, for the stories our mothers tell today are but those of sorrow, tears and grief. 

{3}What, then, is patriotism? "Patriotism, sir, is the last resort of scoundrels," said Dr. 
[Samuel] Johnson. Leo Tolstoy, the greatest anti-patriot of our time, defines patriotism as 
the principle that will justify the training of wholesale murderers; a trade that requires better 
equipment in the exercise of man-killing than the making of such necessities as shoes, 
clothing, and houses; a trade that guarantees better returns and greater glory than that of 
the honest workingman... 
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{4}Indeed, conceit, arrogance and egotism are the essentials of patriotism. Let me 
illustrate. Patriotism assumes that our globe is divided into little spots, each one surrounded 
by an iron gate. Those who have had the fortune of being born on some particular spot 
consider themselves nobler, better, grander, more intelligent than those living beings 
inhabiting any other spot. It is, therefore, the duty of everyone living on that chosen spot to 
fight, kill and die in the attempt to impose his superiority upon all the others. The inhabitants 
of the other spots reason in like manner, of course, with the result that from early infancy the 
mind of the child is provided with blood-curdling stories about the Germans, the French, the 
Italians, Russians, etc. When the child has reached manhood he is thoroughly saturated with 
the belief that he is chosen by the Lord himself to defend his country against the attack or 
invasion of any foreigner. It is for that purpose that we are clamoring for a greater army and 
navy, more battleships and ammunition... 

{5}An army and navy represent the people's toys. To make them more attractive and 
acceptable, hundreds and thousands of dollars are being spent for the display of toys. That 
was the purpose of the American government in equipping a fleet and sending it along the 
Pacific coast, that every American citizen should be made to feel the pride and glory of the 
United States. 

{6}The city of San Francisco spent one hundred thousand dollars for the entertainment of 
the fleet; Los Angeles, sixty thousand; Seattle and Tacoma, about one hundred thousand... 
Yes, two hundred and sixty thousand dollars were spent on fireworks, theater parties, and 
revelries, at a time when men, women, and children through the breadth and length of the 
country were starving in the streets; when thousands of unemployed were ready to sell their 
labor at any price. 

{7}What could not have been accomplished with such an enormous sum? But instead of 
bread and shelter, the children of those cities were taken to see the fleet, that it may remain, 
as one newspaper said, "a lasting memory for the child." 

{8}A wonderful thing to remember, is it not? The implements of civilized slaughter. If the 
mind of the child is poisoned with such memories, what hope is there for a true realization of 
human brotherhood? 

{9}We Americans claim to be a peace-loving people. We hate bloodshed; we are opposed to 
violence. Yet we go into spasms of joy over the possibility of projecting dynamite bombs 
from flying machines upon helpless citizens. We are ready to hang, electrocute, or lynch 
anyone, who, from economic necessity, will risk his own life in the attempt upon that of some 
industrial magnate. Yet our hearts swell with pride at the thought that America is becoming 
the most powerful nation on earth, and that she will eventually plant her iron foot on the 
necks of all other nations. 
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{10}Such is the logic of patriotism. 

...Thinking men and women the world over are beginning to realize that patriotism is too 
narrow and limited a conception to meet the necessities of our time. The centralization of 
power has brought into being an international feeling of solidarity among the oppressed 
nations of the world; a solidarity which represents a greater harmony of interests between 
the workingman of America and his brothers abroad than between the American miner and 
his exploiting compatriot; a solidarity which fears not foreign invasion, because it is bringing 
all the workers to the point when they will say to their masters, "Go and do your own killing. 
We have done it long enough for you." 

{11}...The proletariat of Europe has realized the great force of that solidarity and has, as a 
result, inaugurated a war against patriotism and its bloody specter, militarism. Thousands of 
men fill the prisons of France, Germany, Russia and the Scandinavian countries because 
they dared to defy the ancient superstition... 

{12}America will have to follow suit. The spirit of militarism has already permeated all walks 
of life. Indeed, I am convinced that militarism is a greater danger here than anywhere else, 
because of the many bribes capitalism holds out to those whom it wishes to destroy... 

{13}The beginning has already been made in the schools... Children are trained in military 
tactics, the glory of military achievements extolled in the curriculum, and the youthful mind 
perverted to suit the government. Further, the youth of the country is appealed to in glaring 
posters to join the Army and the Navy. "A fine chance to see the world!" cries the 
governmental huckster. Thus innocent boys are morally shanghaied into patriotism, and the 
military Moloch strides conquering through the nation… When we have undermined the 
patriotic lie, we shall have cleared the path for the great structure where all shall be united 
into a universal brotherhood -- a truly free society. 

 
 

3. The Ballot or the Bullet/ by Malcolm X 
April 3, 1964/ Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Malcolm X was an African-American Muslim minister and human rights activist who 

was a popular figure during the civil rights movement. A spokesman for the Nation of Islam until 1964, he 
was a vocal advocate for Black empowerment and the promotion of Islam within the Black community. 
(Source: Biography.com) 

 Mr. Moderator, Brother Lomax, brothers and sisters, friends and enemies: I just can't believe 
everyone in here is a friend, and I don't want to leave anybody out. The question tonight, as I 
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understand it, is "The Negro Revolt, and Where Do We Go From Here?" or What Next?" In my little 
humble way of understanding it, it points toward either the ballot or the bullet. 

{2}Before we try and explain what is meant by the ballot or the bullet, I would like to clarify 
something concerning myself. I'm still a Muslim; my religion is still Islam. That's my personal belief. 
Just as Adam Clayton Powell is a Christian minister who heads the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New 
York, but at the same time takes part in the political struggles to try and bring about rights to the 
black people in this country; and Dr. Martin Luther King is a Christian minister down in Atlanta, 
Georgia, who heads another organization fighting for the civil rights of black people in this country; 
and Reverend Galamison, I guess you've heard of him, is another Christian minister in New York who 
has been deeply involved in the school boycotts to eliminate segregated education; well, I myself am 
a minister, not a Christian minister, but a Muslim minister; and I believe in action on all fronts by 
whatever means necessary. 

{3}Although I'm still a Muslim, I'm not here tonight to discuss my religion. I'm not here to try and 
change your religion. I'm not here to argue or discuss anything that we differ about, because it's time 
for us to submerge our differences and realize that it is best for us to first see that we have the same 
problem, a common problem, a problem that will make you catch hell whether you're a Baptist, or a 
Methodist, or a Muslim, or a nationalist. Whether you're educated or illiterate, whether you live on the 
boulevard or in the alley, you're going to catch hell just like I am. We're all in the same boat and we 
all are going to catch the same hell from the same man. He just happens to be a white man. All of us 
have suffered here, in this country, political oppression at the hands of the white man, economic 
exploitation at the hands of the white man, and social degradation at the hands of the white man. 

{4}Now in speaking like this, it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean we're 
anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression. And if the white man doesn't want us 
to be anti-him, let him stop oppressing and exploiting and degrading us. Whether we are Christians 
or Muslims or nationalists or agnostics or atheists, we must first learn to forget our differences. If we 
have differences, let us differ in the closet; when we come out in front, let us not have anything to 
argue about until we get finished arguing with the man. If the late President Kennedy could get 
together with Khrushchev and exchange some wheat, we certainly have more in common with each 
other than Kennedy and Khrushchev had with each other. 

{5}If we don't do something real soon, I think you'll have to agree that we're going to be forced 
either to use the ballot or the bullet. It's one or the other in 1964. It isn't that time is running out -- 
time has run out! 

{6}1964 threatens to be the most explosive year America has ever witnessed. The most explosive 
year. Why? It's also a political year. It's the year when all of the white politicians will be back in the 
so-called Negro community jiving you and me for some votes. The year when all of the white political 
crooks will be right back in your and my community with their false promises, building up our hopes 
for a letdown, with their trickery and their treachery, with their false promises which they don't intend 
to keep. As they nourish these dissatisfactions, it can only lead to one thing, an explosion; and now 
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we have the type of black man on the scene in America today -- I'm sorry, Brother Lomax -- who just 
doesn't intend to turn the other cheek any longer. 

{7}No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million black people who are the victims of 
Americanism. One of the 22 million black people who are the victims of democracy, nothing but 
disguised hypocrisy. So, I'm not standing here speaking to you as an American, or a patriot, or a 
flag-saluter, or a flag-waver -- no, not I. I'm speaking as a victim of this American system. And I see 
America through the eyes of the victim. I don't see any American dream; I see an American 
nightmare. 

{8}These 22 million victims are waking up. Their eyes are coming open. They're beginning to see 
what they used to only look at. They're becoming politically mature. They are realizing that there are 
new political trends from coast to coast. As they see these new political trends, it's possible for them 
to see that every time there's an election the races are so close that they have to have a recount. 
They had to recount in Massachusetts to see who was going to be governor, it was so close. It was 
the same way in Rhode Island, in Minnesota, and in many other parts of the country. And the same 
with Kennedy and Nixon when they ran for president. It was so close they had to count all over 
again. Well, what does this mean? It means that when white people are evenly divided, and black 
people have a bloc of votes of their own, it is left up to them to determine who's going to sit in the 
White House and who's going to be in the dog house. 

{9}So it's time in 1964 to wake up. And when you see them coming up with that kind of conspiracy, 
let them know your eyes are open. And let them know you -- something else that's wide open too. It's 
got to be the ballot or the bullet. The ballot or the bullet. If you're afraid to use an expression like 
that, you should get on out of the country; you should get back in the cotton patch; you should get 
back in the alley. They get all the Negro vote, and after they get it, the Negro gets nothing in return. 
All they did when they got to Washington was give a few big Negroes big jobs. Those big Negroes 
didn't need big jobs, they already had jobs. That's camouflage, that's trickery, that's treachery, 
window-dressing. I'm not trying to knock out the Democrats for the Republicans. We'll get to them in 
a minute. But it is true; you put the Democrats first and the Democrats put you last. 

 

{10}Uncle Sam's hands are dripping with blood, dripping with the blood of the black man in this 
country. He's the earth's number-one hypocrite. He has the audacity -- yes, he has -- imagine him 
posing as the leader of the free world. The free world! And you over here singing "We Shall 
Overcome." Expand the civil-rights struggle to the level of human rights. Take it into the United 
Nations, where our African brothers can throw their weight on our side, where our Asian brothers can 
throw their weight on our side, where our Latin-American brothers can throw their weight on our side, 
and where 800 million Chinamen are sitting there waiting to throw their weight on our side. 
 

{11}The black nationalists aren't going to wait. Lyndon B. Johnson is the head of the Democratic 
Party. If he's for civil rights, let him go into the Senate next week and declare himself. Let him go in 
there right now and declare himself. Let him go in there and denounce the Southern branch of his 
party. Let him go in there right now and take a moral stand -- right now, not later. Tell him, don't wait 
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until election time. If he waits too long, brothers and sisters, he will be responsible for letting a 
condition develop in this country which will create a climate that will bring seeds up out of the 
ground with vegetation on the end of them looking like something these people never dreamed of. In 
1964, it's the ballot or the bullet. 
 
 
 
 

Asia is going to quickly super quickly do her part so she can 
get herCreditIs it tell me where you want to want me to go and 
you have to come up hereSo your part wasYeahYeah you 
doSo here is yourOK tell me what you want to start upOh hold 
onAll right guys soI like going on with this on some of it I 
pointed out what she needs to go to grade soAll right we're 
going to sayBe a good audience be nice over there don't talk this isWhat did I 
doMy bad06OKJealous againSo whatHow are youWait is this what the heckI'm 
sorry about thatThis FridayI'm not on the right4. Afro-Asian Solidarity/Ernesto Che 
Guevara 

February 26, 1965, Speech for the Organization of Afro-Asian Solidarity 
 

Guevara was a Cuban Revolutionary leader. In 1954 he went to Mexico and met Cuban revolutionary 
leader Fidel Castro. Guevara joined Castro's '26th July Movement' and played a key role in the 
eventual success of its guerrilla war against Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista. Castro overthrew 
Batista in 1959 and took power in Cuba. From 1959-1961, Guevara was president of the National Bank 
of Cuba, and then minister of industry. In this position, he travelled the world as an ambassador for 
Cuba. At home, he carried out plans for land redistribution and the nationalisation of industry. 

{1}Dear Brothers:Cuba is attending this conference to raise on her own the voice of the peoples of 
America; and as we have emphasized on other occasions also, Cuba speaks both in her capacity as 
an underdeveloped country and as a country building socialism. 

{2}It is not by accident that our delegation is permitted to give its opinion here among the peoples 
of Asia and Africa. A common aspiration unites us in our march toward the future: the defeat of 
imperialism. A common past of struggle against the same enemy has united us along the road. 

{3}This is an assembly of embattled peoples, and the battle is being developed on two equally 
important fronts which require all our efforts. The struggle against imperialism for liberation from 
colonial or neocolonial shackles, imposed by political arms or firearms or a combination of the two, is 
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inseparable from the struggle against backwardness and poverty; both are steps on the same road 
leading toward the creation of a new society of justice and plenty. 

{4}It is imperative to take political power and to liquidate the oppressor classes; but then the 
second stage of the struggle, which perhaps may have more difficult features than the first, must be 
faced. 

{5}There are no boundaries in this struggle to the death. We cannot be indifferent to what happens 
anywhere in the world, for a victory by any country over imperialism is our victory; just as any 
country's defeat is a defeat for all of us. The practice of proletarian internationalism is not only a 
duty for the peoples struggling for a better future, it is an inescapable necessity. If the imperialist 
enemy, American or any other, develops its attack against the underdeveloped peoples and the 
socialist countries, simple logic determines the necessity of an alliance between the underdeveloped 
peoples and the socialist countries. If there were no other uniting factor, the common enemy should 
be it. 

{6}Of course this alliance cannot be made spontaneously, without discussions or previous birth 
pangs, which sometimes can be painful. 

{7}Each time a country is freed, we say, it is a defeat for the world imperialist system, but we must 
agree that real liberation or breaking away from the imperialist system is not achieved by the mere 
act of proclaiming independence or winning an armed victory in a revolution. Freedom is achieved 
when imperialist economic domination over a people is brought to an end. 

{8}Therefore the socialist countries have a vital stake in making these acts of breaking away from 
the imperialist system successful; and it is our international duty, a duty determined by our guiding 
ideology, to make this liberation as rapid and thoroughgoing as possible. 

{9}There is no other definition of socialism valid for us than that of the abolition of the exploitation 
of man by man. As long as this has not been achieved, we are in the stage of the building of socialist 
society; and if instead of achieving this goal, the elimination of exploitation comes to a halt, or 
worse, is reversed, then it is false even to speak of building socialism. 

{10}We have to prepare conditions so that our brothers can directly and consciously take the path 
of the complete abolition of exploitation, but we cannot ask them to take that path if we ourselves 
are accomplices of that exploitation. If we were asked what the methods were for establishing just 
prices, we could not answer because we do not know concretely the full scope of the problems 
involved. All we know is that, after political discussions, the Soviet Union and Cuba signed 
agreements advantageous to us, in accordance with which we will sell five million tons of sugar at 
prices fixed above those of the so-called Free World Sugar Market. The People's Republic of China 
also pays those prices in buying from us. 

{11}I would not want to conclude these remarks, this repetition of concepts you all know, without 
calling the attention of this gathering to the fact that Cuba is not the only American nation; it is 
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simply the only one that has the opportunity of speaking before you today; and that other countries 
are shedding their blood to win the rights we have; and that when we send our greetings from here, 
and from all the conferences and the places where they may be held, to the heroic peoples of 
Vietnam, Laos, so-called Portuguese Guinea, South Africa, or Palestine - to all exploited countries 
fighting for their emancipation - we should simultaneously extend our voice, our hand, our 
encouragement, to our brother peoples in Venezuela, Guatemala and Colombia who today, arms in 
hand, are giving a resolute No! to the imperialist enemy. 
 
 
 
 
 

​
5. Black Power/ Stokely Carmichael 
1966, Berkeley, California 
Stokely Carmichael was a U.S. civil-rights activist who in the 1960s originated the 
Black nationalism rallying slogan, “Black power.” Born in Trinidad, he immigrated to 
New York City in 1952. While attending Howard University, he joined the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and was jailed for his work with Freedom Riders. He moved 
away from MLK Jr’s nonviolence approach to self-defense. Did you know? Stokely Carmichael was 
only nineteen when he participated in the 1961 Freedom Rides; he became the youngest person 
imprisoned for his participation after he was arrested while attempting to integrate a "whites only" 
cafeteria in Jackson, MI. 

{1}It’s a privilege and an honor to be in the white intellectual ghetto of the West. This is a student 
conference, as it should be, held on a campus, and we’ll never be caught up in intellectual 
masturbation on the question of Black Power. That’s the function of the people who are advertisers 
but call themselves reporters. Incidentally, for my friends and members of the press, my 
self-appointed white critics, I was reading Mr. Bernard Shaw two days ago, and I came across a very 
important quote that I think is most apropos to you. He says, "All criticism is an autobiography." Dig 
yourself. Ok. 

{2}The philosophers Camus and Sartre raise the question of whether or not a man can condemn 
himself. The black existentialist philosopher who is pragmatic, Frantz Fanon, answered the question. 
He said that man could not. Camus and Sartre don’t answer the question. We in SNCC tend to agree 
with Fanon–a man cannot condemn himself. If he did, he would then have to inflict punishment upon 
himself. An example is the Nazis. Any of the Nazi prisoners who, after he was caught and 
incarcerated, admitted that he committed crimes, that he killed all the many people he killed, had to 
commit suicide. The only ones able to stay alive were the ones who never admitted that they 
committed a crime against people–that is, the ones who rationalized that Jews were not human 
beings and deserved to be killed, or that they were only following orders. There’s another, more 
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recent example provided by the officials and the population–the white population -- of Neshoba 
County, Mississippi (that’s where Philadelphia is). They could not condemn Sheriff Rainey, his 
deputies, and the other fourteen men who killed three human beings. They could not because they 
elected Mr. Rainey to do precisely what he did; and condemning him would be condemning 
themselves. 

{3}I maintain that every civil rights bill in this country was passed for white people, not for black 
people. For example, I am black. I know that. I also know that while I am black I am a human being. 
Therefore I have the right to go into any public place. White people don’t know that. Every time I 
tried to go into a public place they stopped me. So some boys had to write a bill to tell that white 
man, "He’s a human being; don’t stop him." That bill was for the white man, not for me. I knew I could 
vote all the time and that it wasn’t a privilege but my right. Every time I tried I was shot, killed or 
jailed, beaten or economically deprived. So somebody had to write a bill to tell white people, "When 
a black man comes to vote, don’t bother him." That bill was for white people. I know I can live 
anyplace I want to live. It is white people across this country who are incapable o fallowing me to 
live where I want. You need a civil rights bill, not me. The failure of the civil rights bill isn’t because of 
Black Power or because of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee or because of the 
rebellions that are occurring in the major cities. That failure is due to the white’s incapacity to deal 
with their own problems inside their own communities. And so in a sense we must ask, How is it that 
black people move? And what do we do? But the question in a much greater sense is, How can white 
people who are the majority, and who are responsible for making democracy work, make it work? 
They have never made democracy work, be it inside the United States, Vietnam, South Africa, the 
Philippines, South America, Puerto Rico, or wherever America has been. We not only condemn the 
country for what it has done internally, but we must condemn it for what it does externally. We see 
this country trying to rule the world, and someone must stand up and start articulating that this 
country is not God, and that it cannot rule the world. 

{4}The white supremacist attitude, which you have either consciously or subconsciously, is running 
rampant through society today. For example, missionaries were sent to Africa with the attitude that 
blacks were automatically inferior. As a matter of fact, the first act the missionaries did when they 
got to Africa was to make us cover up our bodies, because they said it got them excited. We couldn’t 
go bare-breasted any more because they got excited! When the missionaries came to civilize us 
because we were uncivilized, to educate us because we were uneducated, and to give us some 
literate studies because we were illiterate, they charged a price. The missionaries came with the 
Bible, and we had the land: When they left, they had the land, and we still have the Bible. That’s been 
the rationalization for Western civilization as it moves across the world–stealing, plundering, and 
raping everybody in its path. Their one rationalization is that the rest of the world is uncivilized and 
they are in fact civilized. 

 

{5}We are now engaged in a psychological struggle in this country about whether or not black 
people have the right to use the words they want to use without white people giving their sanction. 
We maintain the use of the words Black Power -- let them address themselves to that. We are not 
going to wait for white people to sanction Black Power. We’re tired of waiting; every time black 
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people try to move in this country, they’re forced to defend their position beforehand. It’s time that 
white people do that. They ought to start defending themselves as to why they have oppressed and 
exploited us. A man was picked as a slave for one reason–the color of his skin. Black was 
automatically inferior, inhuman,. And therefore fit for slavery, so the question of whether or not we 
are individually suppressed is nonsensical, and it’s a downright lie. We are oppressed as a group 
because we are black, not because we are lazy or apathetic, not because we’re stupid or we stink, 
not because we eat watermelon or have good rhythm. We are oppressed because we are black. 

{6}In order to escape that oppression we must wield the group power we have, not the individual 
power that this country sets as the criterion under which a man may come into it. That’s what is 
called integration. "You do what I tell you to do and we’ll let you sit at the table with us." Well, if you 
believe in integration, you can come live in Watts, send your children to the ghetto schools. Let’s talk 
about that. If you believe in integration, then we’re going to start adopting us some white people to 
live in our neighborhoods. 

 

{7}Get hip to that. Can white people move inside their own community and start tearing down 
racism where in fact it exists? It is you who live in Cicero and stopped us from living there. White 
people stopped us from moving into Grenada, Miss. White people make sure that we live in the 
ghettos of this country. White institutions do that. They must change. In order for America to really 
live on a basic principle of human relationships, a new society must be born. Racism must die. The 
economic exploitation by this country of non-white people around the world must also die. 
 

{7}We must question the values of this society, and I maintain that black people are the best people 
to do that since we have been excluded from that society. we ought to think whether or not we want 
to become a part of that society. That’s precisely what the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee is doing. We are raising questions about this country. I do not want to be a part of the 
American pie. The American pie means raping South Africa, beating Vietnam, beating South 
America, raping the Philippines, raping every country you’ve been in. I don’t want any of your blood 
money. I don’t want to be part of that system. We are the generation who has found this country to 
be a world power and the wealthiest country in the world. We must question whether or not we want 
this country to continue being the wealthiest country in the world at the price of raping everybody 
else. And because black people are saying we do not now want to become a part of you, we are 
called reverse racists. Ain’t that a gas? 
 

{8}The youth of this country must being to raise those questions. We are going to have to change 
the foreign policy of this country. One of the problems with the peace movement is that it is too 
caught up in Vietnam, and if America pulled out the troops from Vietnam this week, next week you’d 
have to get another peace movement for Santo Domingo. We have to hook up with black people 
around the world; and that hookup must not only be psychological, but real. If South America were to 
rebel today, and black people were to shoot the hell out of all the white people there, as they should, 
Standard Oil would crumble tomorrow. If South Africa were to go today, Chase Manhattan Bank 
would crumble tomorrow. If Zimbabwe, which is called Rhodesia by white people, were to go 
tomorrow, General Electric would cave in on the East Coast. 
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{9}We must wage a psychological battle on the right for black people to define themselves as they 
see fit, and organize themselves as they see fit. we don’t know whether the white community will 
allow for that organizing, because once they do they must also allow for the organizing inside their 
own community. It doesn’t make a difference, though -- we’re going to organize our way. The 
question is how we’re going to organize our way. The question is how we’re going to facilitate those 
matters, whether it’s going to be done with a thousand policemen with submachine guns, or whether 
it’s going to be done in a context where it’s allowed by white people warding off those policemen. Are 
white people who call themselves activists ready to move into the white communities on two counts, 
on building new political institutions to destroy the old ones that we have, and to move around the 
concept of white youth refusing to go into the army? If so, then we can start to build a new world. 
We must urge you to fight now to be the leaders of today, not tomorrow. This country is a nation of 
thieves. It stands on the brink of becoming a nation of murderers. We must stop it. We must stop it. 

{10}We are on the move for our liberation. we’re tired of trying to prove things to white people. We 
are tired of trying to explain to white people that we’re not going to hurt them. We are concerned 
with getting the things we want, the things we have to have to be able to function. The question is, 
Will white people overcome their racism and allow for that to happen in this country? If not, we have 
no choice but to say very clearly, "Move on over, or we’re going to move over you." 

 

 

6. I've Been to the Mountaintop/ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 

Delivered 3 April 1968, Mason Temple (Church of God in Christ 
Headquarters), Memphis, Tennessee   Audio 
 
The audience at Martin Luther King's speech “I've Been to the Mountaintop” was 
formed by all those gathered at the Mason Temple in Memphis, Tennessee, during the Memphis 
sanitation strike. However, the speech was also recorded and covered by the media, so King's overall 
audience was national and international. Dr. Kings’ chilling speech was delivered the day before he 
was assassinated.  
 
 
 

{1}Thank you very kindly, my friends. As I listened to Ralph Abernathy and his eloquent and generous 

introduction and then thought about myself, I wondered who he was talking about. It's always good to have 

your closest friend and associate to say something good about you. And Ralph Abernathy is the best friend 
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that I have in the world. I'm delighted to see each of you here tonight in spite of a storm warning. You reveal 

that you are determined to go on anyhow. 

{2}Something is happening in Memphis; something is happening in our world. And you know, if I were 

standing at the beginning of time, with the possibility of taking a kind of general and panoramic view of the 

whole of human history up to now, and the Almighty said to me, "Martin Luther King, which age would you like 

to live in?" I would take my mental flight by Egypt and I would watch God's children in their magnificent trek 

from the dark dungeons of Egypt through, or rather across the Red Sea, through the wilderness on toward the 

promised land. And in spite of its magnificence, I wouldn't stop there. 

{3}I would move on by Greece and take my mind to Mount Olympus. And I would see Plato, Aristotle, 

Socrates, Euripides and Aristophanes assembled around the Parthenon. And I would watch them around the 

Parthenon as they discussed the great and eternal issues of reality. But I wouldn't stop there. 

{4}I would go on, even to the great heyday of the Roman Empire. And I would see developments 
around there, through various emperors and leaders. But I wouldn't stop there. 
I would even come up to the day of the Renaissance, and get a quick picture of all that the 
Renaissance did for the cultural and aesthetic life of man. But I wouldn't stop there. 
I would even go by the way that the man for whom I am named had his habitat. And I would watch 
Martin Luther as he tacked his ninety-five theses on the door at the church of Wittenberg. But I 
wouldn't stop there. 
I would come on up even to 1863, and watch a vacillating President by the name of Abraham Lincoln 
finally come to the conclusion that he had to sign the Emancipation Proclamation. But I wouldn't stop 
there. 
I would even come up to the early thirties, and see a man grappling with the problems of the 
bankruptcy of his nation. And come with an eloquent cry that we have nothing to fear but "fear 
itself." But I wouldn't stop there. 
Strangely enough, I would turn to the Almighty, and say, "If you allow me to live just a few years in 
the second half of the 20th century, I will be happy." 

{5}Now that's a strange statement to make, because the world is all messed up. The nation is sick. Trouble is 

in the land; confusion all around. That's a strange statement. But I know, somehow, that only when it is dark 

enough can you see the stars. And I see God working in this period of the twentieth century in a way that men, 

in some strange way, are responding. 

{6}Something is happening in our world. The masses of people are rising up. And wherever they are 

assembled today, whether they are in Johannesburg, South Africa; Nairobi, Kenya; Accra, Ghana; New York 
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City; Atlanta, Georgia; Jackson, Mississippi; or Memphis, Tennessee -- the cry is always the same: "We want to 

be free."​  

{7}And another reason that I'm happy to live in this period is that we have been forced to a point where we 

are going to have to grapple with the problems that men have been trying to grapple with through history, but 

the demands didn't force them to do it. Survival demands that we grapple with them. Men, for years now, have 

been talking about war and peace. But now, no longer can they just talk about it. It is no longer a choice 

between violence and nonviolence in this world; it's nonviolence or nonexistence. That is where we are today. 

{8}And also in the human rights revolution, if something isn't done, and done in a hurry, to bring the colored 

peoples of the world out of their long years of poverty, their long years of hurt and neglect, the whole world is 

doomed. Now, I'm just happy that God has allowed me to live in this period to see what is unfolding. And I'm 

happy that He's allowed me to be in Memphis. 

[...parts of this speech have been omitted] 

{9}Now we're going to march again, and we've got to march again, in order to put the issue where it is 

supposed to be -- and force everybody to see that there are thirteen hundred of God's children here suffering, 

sometimes going hungry, going through dark and dreary nights wondering how this thing is going to come out. 

That's the issue. And we've got to say to the nation: We know how it's coming out. For when people get caught 

up with that which is right and they are willing to sacrifice for it, there is no stopping point short of victory. 

{10}We aren't going to let any mace stop us. We are masters in our nonviolent movement in disarming police 

forces; they don't know what to do. I've seen them so often. I remember in Birmingham, Alabama, when we 

were in that majestic struggle there, we would move out of the 16th Street Baptist Church day after day; by the 

hundreds we would move out. And Bull Connor would tell them to send the dogs forth, and they did come; but 

we just went before the dogs singing, "Ain't gonna let nobody turn me around." 

 

[...parts of this speech have been omitted] 

{11}Now about injunctions: We have an injunction and we're going into court tomorrow morning to fight this 

illegal, unconstitutional injunction. All we say to America is, "Be true to what you said on paper." If I lived in 

China or even Russia, or any totalitarian country, maybe I could understand some of these illegal injunctions. 
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Maybe I could understand the denial of certain basic First Amendment privileges, because they hadn't 

committed themselves to that over there. But somewhere I read of the freedom of assembly. Somewhere I read 

of the freedom of speech. Somewhere I read of the freedom of press. Somewhere I read that the greatness of 

America is the right to protest for right.1 And so just as I say, we aren't going to let dogs or water hoses turn us 

around, we aren't going to let any injunction turn us around. We are going on. 

{12}We need all of you. And you know what's beautiful to me is to see all of these ministers of the Gospel. It's 

a marvelous picture. Who is it that is supposed to articulate the longings and aspirations of the people more 

than the preacher? Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice 

is around he tells it. Somehow the preacher must be an Amos, and saith, "When God speaks who can but 

prophesy?" Again with Amos, "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." 

Somehow the preacher must say with Jesus, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me," 

and he's anointed me to deal with the problems of the poor." 

[...parts of this speech have been omitted] 

{13}Now the other thing we'll have to do is this: Always anchor our external direct action with the power of 

economic withdrawal. Now, we are poor people. Individually, we are poor when you compare us with white 

society in America. We are poor. Never stop and forget that collectively -- that means all of us together -- 

collectively we are richer than all the nations in the world, with the exception of nine. Did you ever think about 

that? After you leave the United States, Soviet Russia, Great Britain, West Germany, France, and I could name 

the others, the American Negro collectively is richer than most nations of the world. We have an annual income 

of more than thirty billion dollars a year, which is more than all of the exports of the United States, and more 

than the national budget of Canada. Did you know that? That's power right there, if we know how to pool it. 

{14}We don't have to argue with anybody. We don't have to curse and go around acting bad with our words. 

We don't need any bricks and bottles. We don't need any Molotov cocktails. We just need to go around to these 

stores, and to these massive industries in our country.  

[...parts of this speech have been omitted] 

{15}And so, as a result of this, we are asking you tonight, to go out and tell your neighbors not to buy 

Coca-Cola in Memphis. Go by and tell them not to buy Sealtest milk. Tell them not to buy -- what is the other 

bread? -- Wonder Bread. And what is the other bread company, Jesse? Tell them not to buy Hart's bread. As 

Jesse Jackson has said, up to now, only the garbage men have been feeling pain; now we must kind of 
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redistribute the pain. We are choosing these companies because they haven't been fair in their hiring policies; 

and we are choosing them because they can begin the process of saying they are going to support the needs 

and the rights of these men who are on strike. And then they can move on town -- downtown and tell Mayor 

Loeb to do what is right. 

{16}But not only that, we've got to strengthen black institutions. I call upon you to take your money out of the 

banks downtown and deposit your money in Tri-State Bank. We want a "bank-in" movement in Memphis. Go by 

the savings and loan association. I'm not asking you something that we don't do ourselves at SCLC. Judge 

Hooks and others will tell you that we have an account here in the savings and loan association from the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. We are telling you to follow what we are doing. Put your money 

there. You have six or seven black insurance companies here in the city of Memphis. Take out your insurance 

there. We want to have an "insurance-in." 

{17}Now these are some practical things that we can do. We begin the process of building a greater 

economic base. And at the same time, we are putting pressure where it really hurts. I ask you to follow through 

here. 

Now, let me say as I move to my conclusion that we've got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. 

Nothing would be more tragic than to stop at this point in Memphis. We've got to see it through. And when we 

have our march, you need to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school -- be there. Be 

concerned about your brother. You may not be on strike. But either we go up together, or we go down together. 

{18}Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness. One day a man came to Jesus, and he wanted to raise 

some questions about some vital matters of life. At points he wanted to trick Jesus, and show him that he knew 

a little more than Jesus knew and throw him off base.... 

{19}Now that question could have easily ended up in a philosophical and theological debate. But Jesus 

immediately pulled that question from mid-air, and placed it on a dangerous curve between Jerusalem and 

Jericho. And he talked about a certain man, who fell among thieves. You remember that a Levite and a priest 

passed by on the other side. They didn't stop to help him. And finally a man of another race came by. He got 

down from his beast, decided not to be compassionate by proxy. But he got down with him, administered first 

aid, and helped the man in need. Jesus ended up saying, this was the good man, this was the great man, 

because he had the capacity to project the "I" into the "thou," and to be concerned about his brother. 
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{20}Now you know, we use our imagination a great deal to try to determine why the priest and the Levite 

didn't stop. At times we say they were busy going to a church meeting, an ecclesiastical gathering, and they 

had to get on down to Jerusalem so they wouldn't be late for their meeting. At other times we would speculate 

that there was a religious law that "One who was engaged in religious ceremonials was not to touch a human 

body twenty-four hours before the ceremony." And every now and then we begin to wonder whether maybe 

they were not going down to Jerusalem -- or down to Jericho, rather to organize a "Jericho Road Improvement 

Association." That's a possibility. Maybe they felt that it was better to deal with the problem from the causal 

root, rather than to get bogged down with an individual effect. 

{21}But I'm going to tell you what my imagination tells me. It's possible that those men were afraid. You see, 

the Jericho road is a dangerous road. I remember when Mrs. King and I were first in Jerusalem. We rented a 

car and drove from Jerusalem down to Jericho. And as soon as we got on that road, I said to my wife, "I can 

see why Jesus used this as the setting for his parable." It's a winding, meandering road. It's really conducive 

for ambushing. You start out in Jerusalem, which is about 1200 miles -- or rather 1200 feet above sea level. And 

by the time you get down to Jericho, fifteen or twenty minutes later, you're about 2200 feet below sea level. 

That's a dangerous road. In the days of Jesus it came to be known as the "Bloody Pass." And you know, it's 

possible that the priest and the Levite looked over that man on the ground and wondered if the robbers were 

still around. Or it's possible that they felt that the man on the ground was merely faking. And he was acting like 

he had been robbed and hurt, in order to seize them over there, lure them there for quick and easy seizure. And 

so the first question that the priest asked -- the first question that the Levite asked was, "If I stop to help this 

man, what will happen to me?" But then the Good Samaritan came by. And he reversed the question: "If I do 

not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?" 

{21}That's the question before you tonight. Not, "If I stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to 

my job. Not, "If I stop to help the sanitation workers what will happen to all of the hours that I usually spend in 

my office every day and every week as a pastor?" The question is not, "If I stop to help this man in need, what 

will happen to me?" The question is, "If I do not stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to them?" 

That's the question. 

{22}Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us 

move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge to make America what it ought to be. We have an 

opportunity to make America a better nation. And I want to thank God, once more, for allowing me to be here 

with you. 
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[...parts of this speech have been omitted] 

{23}Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that 

now. I just want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've 

seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will 

get to the promised land! 

 

 

 

7. True Liberation of Women/  Indira Gandhi  

This speech was delivered at the Inauguration Of The All-India Women's Conference 

Building Complex/ New Delhi, India /March 26, 1980 

{1}For several decades the All-India Women's Conference has been the organized voice of 

the women of India. I have never been a member of any women's organization but have 

been interested enough to keep track of their activities and to lend the helping hand whenever I could. 

{2}I am glad that at long last the All-India Women's Conference has a home of its own and it is named after 

one of the best known and most remarkable women of our times, Sarojini Naidu, feminine to the core but well 

able to hold her own in the world of men, whether in letters or in politics. 

{3}To add to the importance of the occasion and to give it a touch of elegance, we have in our midst His 

Highness the Aga Khan and Her Highness the Begum Aga Khan. They are friends of India and have founded or 

encouraged many projects for education, health and other aspects of welfare. But for their timely and 

generous help, this complex would not have been ready today. Nor would we have before us the attractive Aga 

Khan Hall. We welcome them and wish them well in their work. 

{4}I see before me a number of eminent women who have distinguished themselves in various professions -- 

in social work, in education, in science, in administration, in law and, of course, in politics. They must all feel 

gratified to see the completion of this building. I have often said that I am not a feminist. Yet, in my concern 

for the underprivileged, how can I ignore women who, since the beginning of history, have been dominated 
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over and discriminated against in social customs and in laws. How insidious and all-pervasive is this attitude of 

male' superiority is revealed in the vocabulary of the languages the world over. And this is unquestioningly 

accepted and acquiesced in by all but a minuscule minority of men and also women. Currently I am reading a 

book titled World and Women. I learned from it what Mr. Ling White, the President of Mills College in the USA, 

wrote of the use of masculine generic pronouns. I quote: "The penetration of the habit of language into the 

minds of little girls as they grow up to be women is more profound than most people, including most women, 

have realized. For, it implies that personality is really a male attribute and that women are a sub or a human 

sub-species." The author goes on to say that it is time we looked more carefully where the thoughtless use of 

stereotypes is taking us. "Man as leader, woman as follower; man as producer, woman as consumer; man as 

strength, woman as weakness; this is the cosmography that has brought us to man as aggressor and humanity 

the victim." 

{5}Hence, by excluding women, men are depriving themselves of a fuller emancipation or growth for 

themselves. 

{6}In the West, women's so-called freedom is often equated with imitation of man. Frankly, I feel that is 

merely an exchange of one kind of bondage for another. To be liberated, woman must feel free to be herself, 

not in rivalry to man but in the context of her own capacity and her personality. We need women to be more 

interested, more alive and more active not because they are women but because they do comprise half the 

human race. Whether they like it or not, they cannot escape their responsibility nor should they be denied its 

benefits. Indian women are traditionally conservative but they also have the genius of synthesis, to adapt and 

to absorb. That is what gives them resilience to face suffering and to meet upheavals with a degree of calm, to 

change constantly and yet remain changeless, which is the quality of India herself. 

{7}Today's major concerns are: first, economic and social inequality and injustice between the affluent and 

developing countries and within countries. Secondly, the anxiety whether human wisdom will prevail over what 

can only be called a death wish in which the desire to dominate expresses itself in countless ways, the most 

dangerous being the armament race. And, thirdly, the need to protect this, our only Earth, from human rapacity 

and exploitation. Only recently have we awakened to the awareness of ancient truths regarding our own utter 

dependence on the balance of Nature and its resources. 

{8}These enormous challenges cannot be met only by some sections, however advanced they may be, while 

others pull in different directions or watch apathetically. The effort has to be a universal one, conscious and 
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concerted, considering no one too small to contribute. The effort must embrace all nationalities and all classes 

regardless of religion, caste or sex. 

{9}There is no time to lose and it involves a tremendous task of educating. We want to walk together and in 

step with all others, but if men hesitate, should not women show the way? So, while complimenting the 

All-India Women's Conference, especially its President, Smt. Lakshmi Raghuramaiah, on their achievements, I 

dedicate to the nation this building complex of the All-India Women's Conference. 

 

8. Nobel Peace Prize Address/ Nelson Mandela 
December 10, 1993, Oslo, Norway Audio 
 
Mandela was a South African activist and former president Nelson Mandela 
(1918-2013) who helped bring an end to apartheid and has been a global advocate 
for human rights. A member of the African National Congress party beginning in 
the 1940s, he was a leader of both peaceful protests and armed resistance against the white 
minority’s oppressive regime in a racially divided South Africa. His actions landed him in prison for 
nearly three decades and made him the face of the antiapartheid movement both within his country 
and internationally. (source:History.com) 
 

{1}Your Majesty the King, Your Royal Highness, Honourable Prime Minister, Madame Gro 
Brundtland, Ministers, Members of Parliament and Ambassadors, Esteemed Members of the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee, Fellow Laureate, Mr F.W. de Klerk, Distinguished guests, Friends, ladies 
and gentlemen: 
I am indeed truly humbled to be standing here today to receive this year's Nobel Peace Prize. 
 

{2}I extend my heartfelt thanks to the Norwegian Nobel Committee for elevating us to the status of 
a Nobel Peace Prize winner. I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate my compatriot 
and fellow laureate, State President F.W. de Klerk, on his receipt of this high honour. 

{3}Together, we join two distinguished South Africans, the late Chief Albert Luthuli and His Grace 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, to whose seminal contributions to the peaceful struggle against the evil 
system of apartheid you paid well-deserved tribute by awarding them the Nobel Peace Prize. 

{4}It will not be presumptuous of us if we also add, among our predecessors, the name of another 
outstanding Nobel Peace Prize winner, the late African- American statesman and internationalist, the 
Rev Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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{5}He, too, grappled with and died in the effort to make a contribution to the just solution of the 
same great issues of the day which we have had to face as South Africans. 

{6}We speak here of the challenge of the dichotomies of war and peace, violence and non-violence, 
racism and human dignity, oppression and repression and liberty and human rights, poverty and 
freedom from want. 

{7}We stand here today as nothing more than a representative of the millions of our people who 
dared to rise up against a social system whose very essence is war, violence, racism, oppression, 
repression and the impoverishment of an entire people. 

{8}I am also here today as a representative of the millions of people across the globe, the 
anti-apartheid movement, the governments and organisations that joined with us, not to fight 
against South Africa as a country or any of its peoples, but to oppose an inhuman system and sue 
for a speedy end to the apartheid crime against humanity. 

{9}These countless human beings, both inside and outside our country, had the nobility of spirit to 
stand in the path of tyranny and injustice, without seeking selfish gain. They recognised that an 
injury to one is an injury to all and therefore acted together in defence of justice and a common 
human decency. 

{10}Because of their courage and persistence for many years, we can, today, even set the dates 
when all humanity will join together to celebrate one of the outstanding human victories of our 
century. 

{11}When that moment comes, we shall, together, rejoice in a common victory over racism, 
apartheid and white minority rule. That triumph will finally bring to a close a history of five hundred 
years of African colonisation that began with the establishment of the Portuguese empire. 

{12}Thus, it will mark a great step forward in history and also serve as a common pledge of the 
peoples of the world to fight racism wherever it occurs and whatever guise it assumes. 

{13}At the southern tip of the continent of Africa, a rich reward is in the making, an invaluable gift 
is in the preparation, for those who suffered in the name of all humanity when they sacrificed 
everything -- for liberty, peace, human dignity and human fulfilment. 

{14}This reward will not be measured in money. Nor can it be reckoned in the collective price of the 
rare metals and precious stones that rest in the bowels of the African soil we tread in the footsteps of 
our ancestors. It will and must be measured by the happiness and welfare of the children, at once the 
most vulnerable citizens in any society and the greatest of our treasures. 

{15}The children must, at last, play in the open veld, no longer tortured by the pangs of hunger or 
ravaged by disease or threatened with the scourge of ignorance, molestation and abuse, and no 
longer required to engage in deeds whose gravity exceeds the demands of their tender years. 
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{16}In front of this distinguished audience, we commit the new South Africa to the relentless pursuit 
of the purposes defined in the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of 
Children. 

{16}The reward of which we have spoken will and must also be measured by the happiness and 
welfare of the mothers and fathers of these children, who must walk the earth without fear of being 
robbed, killed for political or material profit, or spat upon because they are beggars. 

{17}They too must be relieved of the heavy burden of despair which they carry in their hearts, born 
of hunger, homelessness and unemployment. 

{18}The value of that gift to all who have suffered will and must be measured by the happiness and 
welfare of all the people of our country, who will have torn down the inhuman walls that divide them. 

{19}These great masses will have turned their backs on the grave insult to human dignity which 
described some as masters and others as servants, and transformed each into a predator whose 
survival depended on the destruction of the other. The value of our shared reward will and must be 
measured by the joyful peace which will triumph, because the common humanity that bonds both 
black and white into one human race, will have said to each one of us that we shall all live like the 
children of paradise. 

{20}Thus shall we live, because we will have created a society which recognises that all people are 
born equal, with each entitled in equal measure to life, liberty, prosperity, human rights and good 
governance. Such a society should never allow again that there should be prisoners of conscience 
nor that any person's human rights should be violated. Neither should it ever happen that once more 
the avenues to peaceful change are blocked by usurpers who seek to take power away from the 
people, in pursuit of their own, ignoble purposes. 

{21}In relation to these matters, we appeal to those who govern Burma that they release our fellow 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi, and engage her and those she represents in serious 
dialogue, for the benefit of all the people of Burma. 

{22}We pray that those who have the power to do so will, without further delay, permit that she 
uses her talents and energies for the greater good of the people of her country and humanity as a 
whole. Far from the rough and tumble of the politics of our own country, I would like to take this 
opportunity to join the Norwegian Nobel Committee and pay tribute to my joint laureate, Mr F.W. de 
Klerk. 

{22}He had the courage to admit that a terrible wrong had been done to our country and people 
through the imposition of the system of apartheid. He had the foresight to understand and accept 
that all the people of South Africa must, through negotiations and as equal participants in the 
process, together determine what they want to make of their future. 
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{22}But there are still some within our country who wrongly believe they can make a contribution to 
the cause of justice and peace by clinging to the shibboleths that have been proved to spell nothing 
but disaster. It remains our hope that these, too, will be blessed with sufficient reason to realise that 
history will not be denied and that the new society cannot be created by reproducing the repugnant 
past, however refined or enticingly repackaged. 

{23}We live with the hope that as she battles to remake herself, South Africa will be like a 
microcosm of the new world that is striving to be born. 

{24}This must be a world of democracy and respect for human rights, a world freed from the 
horrors of poverty, hunger, deprivation and ignorance, relieved of the threat and the scourge of civil 
wars and external aggression and unburdened of the great tragedy of millions forced to become 
refugees. 

{25}The processes in which South Africa and Southern Africa as a whole are engaged, beckon and 
urge us all that we take this tide at the flood and make of this region a living example of what all 
people of conscience would like the world to be. 

{26}We do not believe that this Nobel Peace Prize is intended as a commendation for matters that 
have happened and passed. We hear the voices which say that it is an appeal from all those, 
throughout the universe, who sought an end to the system of apartheid. We understand their call, 
that we devote what remains of our lives to the use of our country's unique and painful experience to 
demonstrate, in practice, that the normal condition for human existence is democracy, justice, peace, 
non-racism, non-sexism, prosperity for everybody, a healthy environment and equality and solidarity 
among the peoples. 

{27}Moved by that appeal and inspired by the eminence you have thrust upon us, we undertake 
that we too will do what we can to contribute to the renewal of our world so that none should, in 
future, be described as the wretched of the earth. Let it never be said by future generations that 
indifference, cynicism or selfishness made us fail to live up to the ideals of humanism which the 
Nobel Peace Prize encapsulates. 

{28}Let the strivings of us all prove Martin Luther King Jr to have been correct, when he said that 
humanity can no longer be tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war. Let the 
efforts of us all prove that he was not a mere dreamer when he spoke of the beauty of genuine 
brotherhood and peace being more precious than diamonds or silver or gold. 

Let a new age dawn! 

Thank you. 
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