My Fair Lady

Why Can't the English
Learn to Speak

43
Then what 'd ya take down me words for?
'‘Ow do | know you took me down right

44
You just show me what you wrote ab 'ut me .

45
That ain't proper writin'. | can' t read it

46
| can

47
"I say, Capt'n , now buy a flow'r of a poor girl."

48
Oh, it's cause | called him "Capt'n .

49
Imeant no 'arm. Sir, don't let him lay a charge
against me for a word like that .

50
I'll make no charge. Really, sir, if you are a
detective...

51

you needn't begin protecting me against
molestation from young women...until | ask
you.

52
Anyone could tell the girl meant no harm.

53
He ain't no tec. He's a gentleman. Look at his
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boots .

54
How are all your people down at Selsey?

55
Who told you my people come from Selsey?

56
Never mind, they do.

57
How do you come to be up so far east You
were born in Lisson Grove.

58
Oh, what 'arm is there in my leavin' Lisson
Grove?

59
It weren't fit for pigs to live. | had to pay four
and six a week.

60
Live where you like but stop that noise !

61
Come , come , he can' t touch you. You've a
right to live where you please.

62

I'm a good girl,  am .

63

-Where do | come from?
--Hawkestone.

64

Who said | didn't Blimey, you know
everything, you do.

65
You, sir, do you think you could find me a
taxi?

66
Madam , it's stopped raining.You can get a
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motorbus to Hampton Court

67

That's where you live, isn 't it
68

What an impertinence!

69
Tell 'im where he comes from if you wanta go
fortune-telling.

70
Cheltenham , Harrow...Cambridge and ...

71
India

72
BT
Quite right

73
Blimey, he ain't a tec, he's a bloomin'
busybody.

74
Do you do this sort of thing for a living at a
music hall?

75
| have thought of it Perhaps | will one day .

76
He's no gentleman, he ain't, to interfere with a
poor girl!

77
How do you do it, may | ask?

78
Simple phonetics The science of speech.
That 's my profession. Also my hobby.

79
Anyone can spot an Irishman or a
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Yorkshireman by his brogue...

80
but | can place a man within six miles

81
| can place 'im within two miles in London.
Sometimes within two streets .

82
Ought to be ashamed of 'imself unmanly
coward.

83
-Is there a living in that ?
--Oh, yes

84
Let him mind his own business and leave a
poor girl alone.

85

Cease this detestable boohooing instantly...or
else seek the shelter of some other place of
worship!

86
| have a right to be here if | like, same as you!

87
A woman who utters such disgusting and
depressing noises ..

88
has no right to be anywhere, no right to live.

89
Remember, you're a human being with a
soul...and the divine gift of articulate speech.

90
That your native language is the language of
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Shakespeare and ...Milton and the Bible.

91
Don't sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.

92
Look at her, a prisoner of the gutters

93
Condemned by ev'ry syllable she utters

94

By right she should be taken out an'hungFor
the cold-blooded murder Of the English
tongue

95
Heavens, what a sound!

96
This is what the British population
Calls an element'ry education

97
Come, sir, | think you've picked a poor
example.

98
Did I?

99
Hear them down in Soho Square Dropping
"Hs " everywhere

100
Speaking English any way they like

101
Hey, you, sir, did you go to school?

102
What ya tike me for, a fool?
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103
No one taught him "take"instead of "tike

104
Hear a Yorkshireman, or worse Hear a
Cornishman converse

105
I'd rather hear a choir singing flat

106
Chickens cackling in a barn Just like this one

107
Garn!

108
Garn!

109
| ask you, sir, what sort of word is that?

110
It's "aoow"and "garn " That keep her in her
place

111
Not her wretched clothes and dirty face

112
Why can't the English Teach their children
how to speak?

113
This verbal class distinction By now should
be antique

114
If you spoke as she does, sir Instead of the
way you do
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115
Why, you might be selling flowers, too

116
| beg your pardon.

117
An Englishman's way of speaking Absolutely
classifies him

118
The moment he talks he makes Some other
Englishman despise him

119
One common language I'm afraid we'll never
get

120
Oh, why can't the English learn to

121
Set a good example to people Whose English
is painful to your ears

122
The Scotch and the Irish Leave you close to
tears

123
There even are places Where English
completely disappears

124
Why, in America They haven't used it for
years!

125
Why can't the English Teach their children
how to speak?
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126
Norwegians learn Norwegian The Greeks are
taught their Greek

127
In France every Frenchman Knows his
language from "A " to "Z"

128
The French don't care What they do actually
As long as they pronounce it properly

129
Arabians learn Arabian With the speed of
summer lightning

130
The Hebrews learn it backwards Which is
absolutely frightening

131
Use proper English You're regarded as a
freak

132
Oh, why can't the English?!

133
Why can't the English learn to speak?
(Thank you. )

134

You see this creature with her curbstone
English ...that 'll keep her in the gutter till the
end of her days

135
Well, sir, in six months | could pass her of
as a duchess at an Embassy Ball.
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| could get her a job as a lady's maid or a
shop assistant ...which requires better
English .

137
'Ere, what 's that you say?

138

Yes, you squashed cabbage leaf !

You disgrace to the noble architecture of
these columns

139
You incarnate insult to the English language!

140
I could pass you of as the Queen of Sheba

141
You don't believe that , Capt'n ?

142
Anything's possible.
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