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Need help with extracurriculars? I got you covered. 

Gohar and I are working on a secret project to help you build the best ECs. Fill out the 
waitlist form here, and we’ll let you know the second it drops! 

 

📝 AP English Language and Composition Key Terms 

Literary and Rhetorical Devices 
Essential Rhetorical Analysis Terms 
Coach Hall Writes (AP Lang) 
Fiveable AP English Lang Library 
Knowt AP English Lang Notes 
Quizlet AP English Lang Sets 
Past FRQs (College Board) 
Garden of English (Sean McComb) 
Course and Exam Description 

📃 AP English Language and Composition Exam Breakdown 

Exam Format Overview 

Section Question Type # of Questions Exam 
Weighting Timing 

Section I Multiple-Choice Questions 
(MCQ) 45 45% 60 minutes 

Section II Free-Response Questions 
(FRQ) 3 essays 55% 

2 hours 15 
minutes 
(includes a 
15-minute 
reading 
period) 

Total Exam Time: 3 hours 15 minutes 

Section I: Multiple-Choice Questions 
The multiple-choice section consists of 45 questions delivered in 5 sets — 2 reading sets 
(~11–14 questions each) tied to nonfiction passages, and 3 writing sets (~7–9, ~7–9, and ~4–6 
questions) tied to a writer’s composition or revision task. You have 60 minutes for this section, 
which counts for 45% of your overall score. No calculator is needed. 

Section II: Free Response 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVdnQ_vnITqtbrt0jmu3Yi07qsp5JlDna5nYPOeg5X2rVs0Q/viewform
https://yale.learningu.org/download/f10e0a0e-1866-4958-9058-11e84f35ad24/H2976_APEngLangGlossary.pdf
https://blog.prepscholar.com/ap-language-and-composition-terms
https://www.youtube.com/@CoachHallWrites
https://library.fiveable.me/ap-english-language
https://knowt.com/exams/AP/AP-English-Language-and-Composition
https://quizlet.com/subject/ap-english-language/
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam/past-exam-questions
https://www.youtube.com/@gardenofenglish
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
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Quest
ion Type Points Stimulus Notes 

FRQ 1 Synthesis 6 6 sources on a topic (≥2 
visual, ≥1 quantitative) 

Synthesize ≥3 sources to 
develop your own 
position; 40 minutes 
recommended 

FRQ 2 Rhetorical Analysis 6 Nonfiction prose passage 
(~600–800 words) 

Analyze the writer’s 
rhetorical choices; 40 
minutes recommended 

FRQ 3 Argument 6 
A literary or rhetorical 
concept/idea (no 
passage) 

Argue your position 
with evidence; 40 
minutes recommended 

 
Note: The format above is fixed every year — Synthesis (Q1), Rhetorical Analysis (Q2), and 
Argument (Q3) — but the prompts and source sets rotate. You get a single 15-minute reading 
period at the start of Section II that is intended for the Synthesis sources; use it to annotate 
sources and build a working thesis. Each essay is scored on a 0–6 single-rubric scale (1 thesis + 
4 evidence/commentary + 1 sophistication). 

Unit Weighting and Big Idea Focus 

Unit Big Idea Focus ~ Class Periods 

Unit 1: Claims and Evidence in Argument RHS, CLE ~15 

Unit 2: Audience and Thesis Statements RHS, CLE ~15 

Unit 3: Lines of Reasoning and Methods of 
Development CLE, REO ~15 

Unit 4: Introductions, Conclusions, and 
Methods of Development RHS, CLE, REO ~15 

Unit 5: Coherence, Transitions, and Style REO, STL ~15 

Unit 6: Synthesizing Sources, Reliability, 
and Tone CLE, STL ~15 

Unit 7: Qualifying Claims, Syntax, and 
Mechanics RHS, CLE, STL ~15 

Unit 8: Style, Audience Awareness, and 
Complex Perspectives RHS, STL ~15 

Unit 9: Counterarguments, Concessions, 
and Refutation CLE ~15 
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Note: The College Board does NOT publish per-unit exam weights for AP English Language and 
Composition. The exam weights questions by skill category instead — see the table below. 

How Course Skills Are Assessed 

Skill Category MCQ 
Weighting 

FRQ 
Weighting Description 

1: Rhetorical 
Situation – Reading 11–14% 

Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Identify and describe components of 
the rhetorical situation; explain how 
an argument demonstrates 
understanding of an audience. 

2: Rhetorical 
Situation – Writing 11–14% 

Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Write introductions and conclusions; 
demonstrate understanding of an 
audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 

3: Claims and 
Evidence – Reading 13–16% 

Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Identify and explain claims and 
evidence; describe the overarching 
thesis and how claims are qualified. 

4: Claims and 
Evidence – Writing 11–14% 

Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Develop a paragraph with a claim and 
evidence; write a thesis; qualify a 
claim. 

5: Reasoning and 
Organization – 
Reading 

13–16% 
Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Describe the line of reasoning; explain 
organization, coherence, and methods 
of development. 

6: Reasoning and 
Organization – 
Writing 

11–14% 
Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Develop a line of reasoning; use 
transitions and methods of 
development to advance an argument. 

7: Style – Reading 11–14% 
Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Explain how word choice, 
comparisons, syntax, grammar, and 
mechanics contribute to tone, style, 
and effectiveness. 

8: Style – Writing 11–14% 
Assessed 
across all 3 
FRQs 

Strategically use words, comparisons, 
syntax, grammar, and mechanics to 
convey tone, style, and clarity. 

Big Ideas Assessed 
•​ Rhetorical Situation (RHS) — How writers’ choices respond to exigence, audience, 

purpose, and context. 
•​ Claims and Evidence (CLE) — How writers craft, support, qualify, and respond to 

claims. 
•​ Reasoning and Organization (REO) — How writers structure a line of reasoning across a 

whole argument. 
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•​ Style (STL) — How word choice, syntax, grammar, and mechanics shape tone and 
clarity. 

Common Task Verbs in Free-Response Questions 

Task Verb Definition 

Analyze Examine methodically and in detail the structure of the topic of the 
question for purposes of interpretation and explanation. 

Argue your position Formulate a claim and support it with evidence. 

Read Look at or view printed directions and provided passages. 

Synthesize Combine different perspectives from sources to form a support of a 
coherent position. 

Write Produce a response in writing. 

✏️ DIDLS Example 

DIDLS is a quick annotation method for Question 2: Rhetorical Analysis. Use it during your 
planning time to find the writer’s rhetorical choices: 

Diction = important word choice​
Imagery = vivid description or sensory language​
Details = facts, examples, names, dates, anecdotes​
Language = figurative language, comparisons, irony, tone​
Syntax = sentence structure, repetition, parallelism, short/long sentences 

But DIDLS is only step one. The AP rubric does not reward students for simply naming devices. 
To earn the higher commentary points, students must explain how the writer’s choices contribute 
to the writer’s argument, purpose, or message. The 2025 rhetorical analysis rubric says a 4/4 
evidence and commentary response explains how multiple rhetorical choices contribute to the 
writer’s argument, purpose, or message. 

The Formula 

Use DIDLS to find the choice, then write: 

The writer uses [choice] to make the audience [think/feel/understand] ___, which helps the 
writer argue ___.” 

Direct Examples 

Diction Example 

In the 2025 high-scoring sample, the student focuses on Treuer’s words “smaller” and 
“ramshackle” to describe reservation houses. The student explains that these words make the 
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setting seem worse off than non-reservation land, which helps show the audience how 
reservation life is overlooked. 

Student move to copy: 

“By using words like ___ and ___, the writer makes the audience see ___ as ___, which supports 
the larger argument that ___.” 

Imagery Example 

A student could point to Treuer’s description of the landscape: “the same pines,” “the same 
swamps,” “hay fields,” and “jeweled lakes.” That imagery gives readers a concrete picture of 
reservation land before the writer shifts into his larger argument about how Native communities 
are both present and ignored. 

Student move to copy: 

“The writer’s imagery of ___ helps the audience picture ___, making the later argument about 
___ more convincing.” 

Details Example 

In the high-scoring sample, the student uses Treuer’s historical detail that the Oneida helped U.S. 
troops at Valley Forge. The student explains that this example shows Native Americans were not 
outside American history, but central to the country’s founding. 

Student move to copy: 

“By including the specific detail that ___, the writer proves ___, forcing the audience to 
reconsider ___.” 

Language / Comparison Example 

One scoring guideline example says a defensible thesis could argue that Treuer uses “contrast” 
and a “humorous yet slightly ironic tone” to show that Native Americans and reservations are “as 
American as apple pie.” 

Student move to copy: 

“By comparing ___ to ___, the writer connects an unfamiliar idea to something the audience 
already understands, helping them realize ___.” 

Syntax Example 

In the high-scoring sample, the student analyzes Treuer’s repetition of “soon” in the phrase “soon 
behind you and soon forgotten.” The student explains that this repetition emphasizes how 
quickly non-Native Americans ignore reservations after passing them. 

Student move to copy: 
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“The repetition of ___ mirrors ___, emphasizing ___ and helping the writer show ___.” 

Quick Warning 

DIDLS should help you find evidence, not become your essay structure. Don’t write one 
paragraph for diction, one for imagery, one for syntax unless those are the strongest choices. Pick 
the 2–3 DIDLS observations that best connect to the writer’s purpose and audience. College 
Board’s CED emphasizes that style choices like word choice, comparisons, and syntax matter 
because they contribute to tone, style, and the rhetorical situation. 

🦄 The Unicorn Sophistication Point 

The sophistication point is the “complexity” point. You do not earn it by using fancy words, 
writing a dramatic intro, or adding one random counterargument sentence at the end. College 
Board says sophistication has to be part of the student’s argument, not just a quick phrase or 
reference. 

To earn it, show that the issue, source conversation, or passage is not simple. The easiest way is 
to identify a real tension: 

“Yes, ___ is true, but ___ also matters.” 

Or: 

“This works in one situation, but creates a problem in another.” 

Or: 

“The writer’s choice matters because the audience already believes ___, so the writer must 
shift them toward ___.” 

The CED describes sophistication as considering multiple perspectives, counterarguments, and 
broader implications, while remaining concrete and evidence-based. 

On the Synthesis Essay 

For synthesis, earn sophistication by showing a tension across the sources. Don’t just say, 
“Source A says this, Source B says that.” Explain how the sources complicate each other. 

In the 2025 sample that earned the point, the student conceded that space debris is “rarely a 
concern for humans on Earth,” but then argued that “even one endangering incident is too 
much.” That works because the student does not ignore the opposing evidence; they use it to 
make a more nuanced argument. 

Student move to copy: 

“Although Source __ suggests ___, Source __ shows ___, which means the real issue is not 
simply ___, but ___.” 
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On the Rhetorical Analysis Essay 

For rhetorical analysis, earn sophistication by explaining why the writer’s choices matter in 
that specific rhetorical situation. Don’t just identify devices. Explain the deeper problem the 
writer is responding to. 

In the 2025 sample that earned the point, the student recognized a tension in the passage: 
Americans may acknowledge Native Americans, but “often have a false narrative.” That is 
stronger than simply saying the writer uses examples or repetition. The student explains the 
purpose of the passage’s complexity. 

Student move to copy: 

“Because the audience already believes ___, the writer uses ___ to challenge that assumption and 
move them toward ___.” 

On the Argument Essay 

For argument, earn sophistication by adding a real limitation to your position. Don’t argue like 
the answer is 100% true in every situation. Show where your claim works, where it has limits, 
and why your position still holds. 

In the 2025 sample that earned the point, the student argued that living in the moment matters, 
but also discussed the “challenges of prioritizing academic success while also trying to 
experience life.” That earned sophistication because the student balanced both sides instead of 
choosing an extreme. 

Student move to copy: 

“While ___ is valuable, it becomes harmful when ___. Therefore, the strongest position is not 
___, but ___.” 

Quick Rule 

Sophistication = specific complexity. 

Not: “Some people disagree.” 

Better: “This argument works when ___, but breaks down when ___.” 

Not: “Since the beginning of time…” 

Better: “In the context of ___, this choice matters because ___.” 

📚 Unit-by-Unit Review 

A condensed walkthrough of every unit on the AP English Language and Composition exam, 
drawn directly from the College Board Course and Exam Description (Effective Fall 2024). 
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Because AP Lang spirals the same eight skills across all nine units, use this section to track 
which skills you’ve practiced rather than to predict which units will dominate the exam. 

Unit 1: Claims and Evidence in Argument (~15 class periods) 
The foundation of the course. You learn the components of the rhetorical situation (exigence, 
audience, writer, purpose, context, message) and start building paragraph-level arguments around 
defensible claims with relevant evidence — facts, anecdotes, examples, statistics, expert 
opinions, and personal experience. The most common trap is mistaking a fact for a claim; a real 
claim has to be debatable and demand defense. 
Skills covered: 
1.A Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation: the exigence, audience, writer, 
purpose, context, and message. 
3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
4.A Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 

Unit 2: Audience and Thesis Statements (~15 class periods) 
You shift from single paragraphs to building toward thesis statements that organize a longer 
argument, while learning to read for how writers tailor appeals to an audience’s beliefs, values, 
and needs (the modes of persuasion — ethos, pathos, logos). The thesis on the AP Exam doesn’t 
have to be one sentence in the intro, but it does have to be a defensible position — a summary of 
the prompt is not a thesis. 
Skills covered: 
1.B Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or 
needs. 
2.B Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 
3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
4.A Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 
3.B Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it provides of 
the argument’s structure. 
4.B Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the structure of 
the argument. 

Unit 3: Lines of Reasoning and Methods of Development (~15 class periods) 
You learn to read and build a line of reasoning — the chain of claims, evidence, and commentary 
that justifies a thesis — and to recognize the major methods of development writers use 
(narration, cause-effect, comparison-contrast, definition, description). Commentary is the 
make-or-break skill here: evidence by itself doesn’t earn the point; you have to explain how each 
piece of evidence supports the claim. 
Skills covered: 
3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
4.A Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 
5.A Describe the line of reasoning and explain whether it supports an argument’s overarching 
thesis. 
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6.A Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout an argument. 
5.C Recognize and explain the use of methods of development to accomplish a purpose. 
6.C Use appropriate methods of development to advance an argument. 

Unit 4: Introductions, Conclusions, and Methods of Development (~15 class periods) 
You revisit the rhetorical situation through the lens of the introduction and conclusion — what 
each is doing for the audience and how they frame the argument — and add comparison-contrast 
and definition/description to your toolkit of methods of development. A weak conclusion that 
just restates the intro is a frequent score-cap; aim to extend the argument to broader implications. 
Skills covered: 
1.A Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation: the exigence, audience, writer, 
purpose, context, and message. 
2.A Write introductions and conclusions appropriate to the purpose and context of the rhetorical 
situation. 
3.B Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it provides of 
the argument’s structure. 
4.B Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the structure of 
the argument. 
5.C Recognize and explain the use of methods of development to accomplish a purpose. 
6.C Use appropriate methods of development to advance an argument. 

Unit 5: Coherence, Transitions, and Style (~15 class periods) 
The unit where the writing starts to sound like real prose. You study how organization creates 
unity and coherence at the sentence, paragraph, and whole-text level, and how transitional 
elements (repetition, synonyms, pronouns, parallel structure) carry the reader through the line of 
reasoning. The unit also introduces tone and style — how diction, comparisons, and syntax 
produce a specific effect. 
Skills covered: 
5.A Describe the line of reasoning and explain whether it supports an argument’s overarching 
thesis. 
6.A Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout an argument. 
5.B Explain how the organization of a text creates unity and coherence and reflects a line of 
reasoning. 
6.B Use transitional elements to guide the reader through the line of reasoning of an argument. 
7.A Explain how word choice, comparisons, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or style of 
a text. 
8.A Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style in an 
argument. 

Unit 6: Synthesizing Sources, Reliability, and Tone (~15 class periods) 
Direct prep for the Synthesis FRQ. You practice drawing on multiple sources, weighing 
reliability and perspective, and revising thesis statements when new evidence complicates the 
picture. Connotation and tone come back here — students who can name how a writer’s word 
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choice positions a source (sympathetic vs. skeptical, urgent vs. measured) earn the harder 
commentary points. 
Skills covered: 
3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
4.A Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 
3.B Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it provides of 
the argument’s structure. 
4.B Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the structure of 
the argument. 
7.A Explain how word choice, comparisons, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or style of 
a text. 
8.A Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style in an 
argument. 

Unit 7: Qualifying Claims, Syntax, and Mechanics (~15 class periods) 
You learn to qualify claims with modifiers, counterarguments, and alternative perspectives — 
moving away from absolute language — and you study how independent/dependent clauses, 
coordination, subordination, and punctuation strategically shape meaning. Grammar isn’t the 
focus of the course, but punctuation choices that change emphasis or relationship between ideas 
are fair game on the MCQ. 
Skills covered: 
1.A Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation: the exigence, audience, writer, 
purpose, context, and message. 
2.A Write introductions and conclusions appropriate to the purpose and context of the rhetorical 
situation. 
3.C Explain ways claims are qualified through modifiers, counterarguments, and alternative 
perspectives. 
4.C Qualify a claim using modifiers, counterarguments, or alternative perspectives. 
7.B Explain how writers create, combine, and place independent and dependent clauses to show 
relationships between and among ideas. 
8.B Write sentences that clearly convey ideas and arguments. 
7.C Explain how grammar and mechanics contribute to the clarity and effectiveness of an 
argument. 
8.C Use established conventions of grammar and mechanics to communicate clearly and 
effectively. 

Unit 8: Style, Audience Awareness, and Complex Perspectives (~15 class periods) 
A short, skills-focused unit. You sharpen audience analysis (how perception of audience values 
shapes a writer’s choices), explore how stylistic choices can signal complexity or irony, and 
continue working on sentence-level craft. This is the unit that helps you earn the sophistication 
point on the FRQs by writing with deliberate style instead of generic prose. 
Skills covered: 
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1.B Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or 
needs. 
2.B Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 
7.A Explain how word choice, comparisons, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or style of 
a text. 
8.A Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style in an 
argument. 
7.B Explain how writers create, combine, and place independent and dependent clauses to show 
relationships between and among ideas. 
8.B Write sentences that clearly convey ideas and arguments. 

Unit 9: Counterarguments, Concessions, and Refutation (~15 class periods) 
The capstone unit. You learn to engage opposing arguments through concession (accepting part 
of a counter-claim), refutation (using evidence to demonstrate the counter-claim is invalid), and 
rebuttal — and to use transitions that signal those moves. Strong AP Argument essays almost 
always anticipate at least one counterargument and respond to it; ignoring opposing views is a 
frequent reason essays cap at a 4. 
Skills covered: 
3.C Explain ways claims are qualified through modifiers, counterarguments, and alternative 
perspectives. 
4.C Qualify a claim using modifiers, counterarguments, or alternative perspectives. 

🆘 AP English Language and Composition Resources 

That’s all from me today! If you liked this guide and want more, shoot me a ✏️ in my DMs! 
 

Helpful Videos Helpful Websites 

Coach Hall Writes 
Garden of English 
Marco Learning 
Albert (AP Lang playlist) 
SuperTutorTV 

Past FRQs (College Board) 
Fiveable AP English Lang 
Knowt AP English Lang 
Marco Learning – AP Lang Guide 
r/APLang Subreddit 
Albert.io AP Lang Review 

 

For extra help with your college essays, submit them to Next Admit for review! Our 
team of Ivy League editors will provide comprehensive edits and personalized 
comments in as little as 24 hours. 
 

“As someone who did not have a personal college counselor, I saw Next 
Admit essay editing on TikTok and thought it was the perfect price and 

https://www.youtube.com/@CoachHallWrites
https://www.youtube.com/@gardenofenglish
https://www.youtube.com/@MarcoLearning
https://www.youtube.com/@AlbertIo
https://www.youtube.com/@SuperTutorTV
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam/past-exam-questions
https://library.fiveable.me/ap-english-language
https://knowt.com/exams/AP/AP-English-Language-and-Composition
https://marcolearning.com/guide-to-the-ap-english-language-and-composition-exam/
https://www.reddit.com/r/APLang/
https://www.albert.io/blog/ap-english-language-review/
https://nextadmit.com/services/essay/
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service. Customer service was always fast to respond and very helpful. Essay 
feedback was great, specific, and helpful, and I got accepted to both of my 
dream schools.”​
- Isabela D. (UPenn ‘28) 
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