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Introduction to Using Science Direct 

Why Use Science Direct? 

Science Direct contains scholarly articles on a variety of topics including the life sciences, 
physical sciences and engineering, social sciences, and health sciences. You can find research 
and review articles, book chapters, and case reports, as well as other source types. 

Accessing Science Direct 

Access Science Direct by going to the Library’s website and selecting the “Research Databases'' 
icon. Select “S'' and scroll down until you see the database listed.  

You will notice it says “Register” and “Sign In” on the upper right-hand corner. This is normal. 
You do not need to register.  Next to the “Register” button will be an icon with the institutional 
icon. If this icon is there, you will be accessing the database through the College. Clicking the 
institutional icon will say “Brought to you by: Salt Lake Community College.” 

 

Searching Science Direct 

Type your keywords into the “Keywords” box. Alternately, search by author name or journal 
title. You may also use the “Advanced search” option. You may leave the additional boxes 
empty. Select the magnifying glass icon to search. 

 

You will be able to revise your keywords 
from the results list view. 
From the results list view, you may use the 
“Refine by” options on the left-hand side of 
the screen to limit your results. Options for 
limiting include years of publication, article 
type, subject area, and more.  

https://libguides.slcc.edu/home
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Selecting and Reading an Article on Science Direct 

When reviewing your results list, look for articles with a green circle and either the label “open 
access” or “full text access.” If the green circle and label are missing, you will not have access to 
the full text of the article.  

 

Select the title of a result to open it. This record page will include information about the authors 
and publication, the article’s abstract and/or an overview of the article’s highlights. Select “Show 
more” if you would like to see the authors’ affiliations. 

 
Some articles may be available to read fully in an HTML version by scrolling down on the 
record page. Otherwise, look at the top of the record page for the option to “Download PDF” to 
read the full article. Choose to download the article instead of the full issue. 
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Citing Articles from Science Direct 
Science Direct does include a citation generator. However, it works best if you are already using 
a citation manager (e.g., Mendeley), and you can export your citation. 

 
Instead of using Science Direct’s citation generator, you may wish to use an online citation 
generator of your choice. Learn more about citations on the STEM Library Resources page 
“How can I cite my sources properly?”  
 
Alternatively, you can use a citation “trick” with Google Scholar to quickly pull a draft citation 
for your Science Direct articles. 

1.​ Copy the title of your article. 
2.​ Open Google Scholar.  
3.​ Paste the article’s title into the Google Scholar search box. 
4.​ When you find your article in the Scholar results list, look for the “Cite” option below it. 

a.​  
5.​ Select the “Cite” option and find the citation style that you need. 

a.​  
Remember to consider all citations pulled from citation generators to be drafts. You will want to 
review the citation to make sure it is correct. 
 

https://libguides.slcc.edu/STEM/Citations
https://scholar.google.com/
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Have Questions or Need Assistance? 
Please contact the Library Reference Desk: 801-957-4610 / Chat with them online 

https://chat.mosio.com/par/chat/new_chat/Elie/
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