
Join the Movement to End Child Poverty Now 

GOAL: demonstrate broad public support for the nine policy improvements recommended in Children’s 
Defense Fund’s Ending Child Poverty Now report. 

Background: In the United States, the wealthiest nation on earth, nearly 1 in 5 children live in poverty. 
These children often face inadequate health care and nutrition, untreated illness, unsafe child care, 
unstable housing and inferior schools. CDF believes permitting more than 12.8 million children to live in 
poverty when we have the means to prevent it is unjust and unacceptable. It is also economically and 
socially dangerous: child poverty costs our nation nearly $700 billion a year in lost productivity and extra 
health and crime costs. 

But the United States can eliminate the terrible human and economic waste of child poverty if we 
choose to fight it rather than ignore it. The Children’s Defense Fund’s new edition of our Ending Child 
Poverty Now report shows our nation can help millions of today’s children escape poverty now by simply 
improving and investing in existing policies and programs to increase employment, make work pay and 
meet children’s basic needs. By investing an additional 1.4 percent of the federal budget into these 
proven policies and programs, our nation can reduce child poverty at least 57 percent, lift 5.5 million 
children out of poverty and make an immediate down payment on ending child poverty for all children. 
We cannot wait to end child poverty—we must start right now. 

How can you help? Add your voice on social media! 

We need your help to change the conversation and continue to build the movement to end child poverty. 
Voices of individuals and organizations calling in unison for change will help pressure lawmakers to take 

action NOW for our children. We thank you for your support!  

Hashtags: #EndChildPovertyNow (primary), #ChildPoverty, #PovertyLooksLike 

Handle: TW: @ChildDefender, IG: @ChildDefender1973, FB: @childrensdefensefund 

Help us spread the word with these sample social posts: 

[Click below or in sidebar to access each section of the toolkit] 

I.​ The Problem 
II.​ The Solution 

III.​ Illustrating Child Poverty 
IV.​ For Parents 
V.​ For Educators 

VI.​ For Advocates 
VII.​ For the Faith Community 

Want to tag your member of Congress in your tweet? Find their twitter handles here. 

Want to tag your Senators in your tweet? Find their handles here.  

https://twitter.com/ChildDefender
https://www.instagram.com/childdefender1973/
https://www.facebook.com/childrensdefensefund
https://twitter.com/cspan/lists/u-s-representatives/members?lang=en
https://twitter.com/cspan/lists/senators/members


THE PROBLEM 

Poverty stacks the odds against children. Nearly 1 in 5 of America’s children is poor. We can and must 
help millions of children escape poverty now by improving nine existing policies and programs. Read 
more from @ChildDefender and #EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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A child is born into poverty every 41 seconds in America, but we have the power to change that right 
now. Demand action from your legislators on these nine proven policies that can help 
#EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17GE5e24kca1KzyTI4dGAsDt02oTqiHZ9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CqYiSc9h_-Gvck77Cdv_RFHPN18x3slW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17GE5e24kca1KzyTI4dGAsDt02oTqiHZ9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VLVPw29HwkF3me9nkXsmYzHPMzLgEbaD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hfRxM9Kzq-Mb4paHDINHiwZt1IYiC28I
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pzw18JohL19zU9TiJVbav8QGqSmdnFnA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aPn2PvzaLFVRXGyizWF_QtYcunyXTBRd
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_KI-PqzU3SAsd1pyyqnqooS7MPZP61JK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pzw18JohL19zU9TiJVbav8QGqSmdnFnA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_MITxCEtEvYrCenYyG945xED-vuEeGvJ


Poverty is expensive. Every year, the nation loses an estimated $700 BILLION due to the costs of child 
poverty. We can take action to #EndChildPovertyNow and add billions to our economy! Learn more and 
join us: http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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Poverty increases children’s risk of experiencing illness and falling behind in school, but we can take steps 
to #EndChildPovertyNow. RT to show support for nine policy improvements to help 5.5 million children 
escape poverty now @ChildDefender http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

 

THE SOLUTION 

Let’s keep America’s children fed and housed. Investing more in existing policies like housing vouchers 
and SNAP benefits could lift 5.5 million children out of poverty right now: 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now #EndChildPovertyNow 

We can reduce #childpoverty with improvements to nine existing policies. Let’s create transitional jobs 
for working-age people in families with children. #EndChildPovertyNow 
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CQ5-yfibQ_MF7VNLHailR2HSBSCNks20
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CQ5-yfibQ_MF7VNLHailR2HSBSCNks20
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1a_fYnNnPauRjAEytcVt6FiKX_ZZy9N-i
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PdA9MBV729i4Mok8T_y0ek_Y6_K1-zf1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PdA9MBV729i4Mok8T_y0ek_Y6_K1-zf1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bmTzbw2ocREkWNuSwdcKb3L8cAZq2k69


We have the resources to begin to #EndChildPovertyNow by enhancing nine existing policies. Let’s 
increase the minimum wage from $7.25 to $15.00 an hour by 2024.  
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Improvements to nine existing policies could help millions more #children and #families. Let’s increase 
the Earned Income Tax Credit for lower-income families with children. #EndChildPovertyNow 
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Urge your legislators to improve existing policies to #EndChildPovertyNow. Let’s make the Child Tax 
Credit fully refundable with additional benefits for families with young children. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_WDVOsqUbxdo8jZw_gYJQwMuwupNhslW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_WDVOsqUbxdo8jZw_gYJQwMuwupNhslW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lUxF8rxkGSY9RcWs8cuXFY_IBjJWCsMe
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Rq78Z8czC8mQjsPhUzmkatq8-PTI2sOw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Rq78Z8czC8mQjsPhUzmkatq8-PTI2sOw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1roKsgf7KEVB-BZlJXPUtQxfIZWGSwRwf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n_28AQTVzXGFu35l1GtDA497TpCgnlpP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n_28AQTVzXGFu35l1GtDA497TpCgnlpP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1epror-Va4unGEnP1i15TSBzYFa4eTt5Y


We can do our part to #EndChildPovertyNow by supporting improvements to nine existing policies. Let’s 
make child care assistance available to all eligible families below 150 percent of poverty with no co-pays. 
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You can be a voice for children by supporting improvements to nine existing policies to 
#EndChildPovertyNow. Let’s make the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit refundable with a higher 
reimbursement rate. 
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RT to show support for improvements to nine existing policies to help #EndChildPovertyNow. Let’s make 
housing vouchers available to households with children below 150 percent of poverty who face high 
rents. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1w_1boJfHj4pcRPIHvxnIeFc1ZoURZ17o
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1w_1boJfHj4pcRPIHvxnIeFc1ZoURZ17o
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1969GumD334MvwEYcOChe-zbooeIDldM9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wd6yVLp09kk9DypF82ezoIVKHeLKwCn1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wd6yVLp09kk9DypF82ezoIVKHeLKwCn1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PAUvHB5HHQVbQBGarUoL-eZWpC6JdDhe
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WPasqFIcX-Q4yc8DZV1tVObnVf_NButz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WPasqFIcX-Q4yc8DZV1tVObnVf_NButz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18eXxCBaoPvKoHfTwSAzTzsiWhuuq_t0y


Stand up to Leave No Child Behind® and #EndChildPovertyNow by supporting improvements to nine 
existing policies. Let’s increase SNAP benefits for families with children. 
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Support children and families with improvements to nine existing policies to #EndChildPovertyNow. Let’s 
help more families receive child support benefits directly without compromising TANF and SNAP 
assistance. 
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#DYK @ChildDefender’s policy recommendations to #EndChildPovertyNow would cost just 1.4% of the 
total federal budget and reduce #childpoverty at least 57%? RT to show your support 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

 

ILLUSTRATING CHILD POVERTY 

Could your family of 4 live on just $17 per day, per person? Poverty in this country is defined as an 
annual income below $25,094 for a family of four: that’s just $69/day or $2,091/month.  Nearly 1 in 5 
children live below that level. Let’s #EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yi3pn88ZdzUviPNVIRGMz0tnvE45nhi1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yi3pn88ZdzUviPNVIRGMz0tnvE45nhi1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kUdkefhrWo6e-SHXRZ2vsKqLFpSFimC4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1thYoA0en-tIU-TRAK1PW1ZBDUvuCqOws
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1thYoA0en-tIU-TRAK1PW1ZBDUvuCqOws
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-kMEemhcp87zsqmYYPLaC-j09qwjfaU-
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
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#PovertyLooksLike a third grader struggling to finish homework in the dark because there’s no electricity 
in his home. Take a stand for him and all children #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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#PovertyLooksLike a twelve-year-old who is chronically late to homeroom because it takes her an hour to 
commute to school from a homeless shelter. We can improve her life and the lives of many others if we 
begin to #EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=122wy5nDhMokmf29Rb_2MxnD0n2QrbsAl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=122wy5nDhMokmf29Rb_2MxnD0n2QrbsAl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1U9YG-oW-BCF5RZGWeRp7HC6qNgtZcGOE
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MJgXw4hyQ-rR1yCl6Wki0JNYpQ25FTqo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MJgXw4hyQ-rR1yCl6Wki0JNYpQ25FTqo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TQ6PJWcu7cgtywS52bUcmA89z7qxC0IT
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now


#PovertyLooksLike an eighth grader who can’t focus on her pop quiz because she hasn’t eaten since 
yesterday’s free school lunch. Join us as we work to #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

 

FOR PARENTS 

We are failing our children in America. Nearly 1 in 5 children live in poverty, often facing hunger, 
homelessness and hopelessness. That’s why I stand with @ChildDefender in their effort to 
#EndChildPovertyNow 
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Any parent who works full time at the minimum wage should earn enough to support their 
children—but nearly 1 in 3 poor children in America live with a full-time, year-round worker. Our nation 
has the money and power to #EndChildPovertyNow, if we can find the will. The time is now: 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wyf6bn5hu0ZZJTQ9sfL2i2vvuRmCKGUV
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wyf6bn5hu0ZZJTQ9sfL2i2vvuRmCKGUV
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tnVssbmjh2CWGh-if8gUjpXiAUlgANzw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vmWYuktVbB-iOiMOc4khXBnTVFo9286I


The gap between rich and poor has reached historic heights not seen since the 1920s, and our children 
are bearing the greatest burden. It’s time to take action to #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

Food, shelter, quality early childhood opportunities and an equitable education for every child: these 
must be our nation’s top priorities. Together, we can #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

 

FOR EDUCATORS 

The majority of poor children live with an adult who works, yet those families struggle to provide their 
children with basics like food, shelter and clothing. Be a voice for children and help 
#EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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#PovertyLooksLike a third grader struggling to finish homework without electricity in his home. Take a 
stand for him and all children and #EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QvPCWM9NpR9ZWtASwGezVG8URdH3Qb10
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cX9tNkkFy4-m5uo5acNVPJbqoHgPMMHL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13V-lEh9Tg6_FxlcnsCxm8EpPwz-VGuFo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cX9tNkkFy4-m5uo5acNVPJbqoHgPMMHL
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#PovertyLooksLike a twelve-year-old who is chronically late to school because it takes her an hour to 
commute to school from a homeless shelter. We can improve her life and the lives of many others if we 
begin to #EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

#PovertyLooksLike an eighth grader who can’t focus on her pop quiz because she hasn’t eaten since 
yesterday’s free school lunch. Take a stand for all children as we work to #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

Food, shelter, quality early childhood opportunities and an equitable education for all children: these 
must be our nation’s top priorities. Together, we can #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

 

FOR ADVOCATES 

We join @ChildDefender in supporting nine practical policy fixes that would reduce child poverty in this 
country at least 57.1 percent. Call your legislators today and demand they take action now! 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VF3in2Vx6t-u_VqEOiysiSpZxp7aDyo2
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VF3in2Vx6t-u_VqEOiysiSpZxp7aDyo2


Any parent who works full time at the minimum wage should earn enough to support their 
children—but nearly 1 in 3 poor children in America live with a full-time, year-round worker. Join us in 
supporting the creation of jobs, raising the minimum wage and increasing the earned income tax credit, 
in an effort to lift 5.5 million children out of poverty: http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
#EndChildPovertyNow 

Our country can afford to invest $52 billion to lift millions more children out of poverty now. Here’s how: 
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http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now
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We should support parents in supporting their children by making the Child Tax Credit fully refundable 
and increasing its value. Join us in advancing this and other policy improvements to help 
#EndChildPovertyNow http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

Working families should have the peace of mind that they can afford child care for their children while 
they are at work. Improvements to existing policies can provide that security and help end child poverty. 
Learn more from @ChildDefender: http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

Child poverty costs our nation almost $700 BILLION a year in lost productivity and increased health and 
crime costs. We can begin to eliminate the human and economic costs of child poverty now for only $52 
billion. That’s why we stand with @ChildDefender to #EndChildPovertyNow  
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FOR THE FAITH COMMUNITY 

The majority of poor children live with an adult who works, and yet those families still struggle to 
provide necessities like food, shelter and clothing. Be a voice for children and help #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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Continuing to allow nearly 1 in 5 children to grow up poor robs our nation of their future contributions. 
The fight to #EndChildPovertyNow is not only morally just—it’s a national imperative. 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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The gap between rich and poor has reached historic heights not seen since the 1920s, and our children 
are bearing the greatest burden. Now is the time to demand we take action to #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

Principles of justice must guide our feet and inform our national priorities—not power, wealth and 
militarism. We MUST put babies’ survival before billionaires’ greed and begin to #EndChildPovertyNow 
http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  

The great undertaking of saving America’s children will save America’s soul and our future. I stand with 
@ChildDefender to #EndChildPovertyNow: http://bit.ly/ending-child-poverty-now  
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