
 
Item specifications are currently under construction. Additional research and standard setting 
for the ILEARN Through Year has informed updates to the performance level descriptors and 
related resources. Revisions to example items, including sample passages, will occur on a 
rolling basis. 

4.RC.4: Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including 
the difference between first- and third-person narrations. (E) 

Reporting Category: Reading Comprehension Subdomain: Reading and Understanding Fiction 

Assessed On: 

​Checkpoint 1 ​Checkpoint 2 ​Checkpoint 3 ​Summative 

4.RC.4 Instructional Framework 

ILEARN Stimulus and Item Difficulty Matrix ILEARN Stimulus Specifications 

Content Limits:  
●​ Include items that are:  Only Passage Based
●​ Include literary text sets with all items. 
●​ Avoid asking students to determine the perspective of a narrator or character in the story. 

Clarifications:  
●​ Items may ask students to compare and contrast the points of view in two or more texts.  
●​ In first-person narrations, a character in the story is the narrator who tells the story. The 

narrator uses the pronouns I, me, and we, and the reader learns about events as the narrator 
learns about them.  

●​ In third-person narrations, the story is told by an outside observer. The author uses he, she, 
and they pronouns and can tell about the thoughts and feelings of the characters.  

Items Tagged as Reading Comprehension Items for Text-to-Speech: Yes 

Expected Academic Vocabulary: compare, contrast, point of view, narrate, first-person narration, 
third-person narration, pronoun, speaker 

Sample Passage for Example Items 

Literary: Coming Soon! 

Proficiency Level Descriptors and Example Items 

Below Proficiency: Identify or describe the points of view from which stories are narrated. 

Stimulus Considerations: Local/Immediate: Items target a limited, specific section of text or they 
may target the entire text at a surface/obvious level. Context clues are found within a single sentence 
or they may be adjacent, requiring minimal discernment. Little to no synthesis is required; there is no 
need to reference information throughout the broader passage. 
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Key and Distractor Analysis: Direct Match. Answer options use familiar language that either mirrors 
the text or paraphrases explicit ideas, events, or actions from the text. Distractors are easily 
eliminated. 

Read the paragraph from the passage.  
 
[Insert dialogue] 
 
Who is speaking in the paragraph? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

Who is speaking in paragraph 5 of the passage? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

Who is the narrator of Passage 2? 
 

A.​ Dorothy 
B.​ Scarecrow 
C.​ Tin Man 
D.​ Lion 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Which option describes the narrator of Passage 1? 
 

A.​ First-person narration by Dorothy 
B.​ Third-person narration by Dorothy 
C.​ First-person narration by Tin Man 
D.​ Third-person narration by Tin Man 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Which sentence describes the point of view of the story? 
 

A.​ The story is told from a narrator’s point of view who focuses on the actions of all the 
characters. 

B.​ The story is told from Scarecrow’s point of view as he describes all of the character’s actions. 
C.​ The story is told from a narrator’s point of view who focuses only on Dorothy’s actions. 
D.​ The story is told from Auntie Em’s point of view as she remembers her time with Dorothy. 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Approaching Proficiency: Compare or contrast the points of view from which two stories are 
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narrated. 

Stimulus Considerations: Local/Proximal. Items target a limited, specific section of text or they may 
target the entire text at a surface/obvious level. Context clues are adjacent and although meaning is 
not explicitly addressed, a clear and logical connection is evident. Minimal synthesis may be required. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Logical. Answer options may be reasoned or paraphrased statements 
that use familiar language. Key requires connecting clear ideas. Distractors are plausible, relying on 
ideas that can be eliminated with basic logic or a cursory understanding of the text. 

Which sentence describes the point of view in each passage? 
 

A.​ Passage 1 is told in the third person by Beth, while Passage 2 is told in the first person 
by Amy. 

B.​ Passage 1 is told in the first person by Beth, while Passage 2 is told in the third person by 
Amy. 

C.​ Passage 1 is told in the first person by Beth, while Passage 2 is told in the third person by an 
outside narrator. 

D.​ Passage 1 is told in the third person by an unknown narrator, while Passage 2 is told in the 
first person by Amy. 

How are the narrators’ points of view different/similar in Passage 1 and Passage 2? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

Select the box to match each statement with the passage(s) that it describes. 
 

 Passage 1 Passage 2 Both 

The story is told by the main character. ​  ​  ​  

The story is told by the narrator. ​  ​  ​  

The story has a first-person narration. ​  ​  ​  

 
[Table Match] 

At Proficiency: Synthesize details from more than one literary text to interpret the similarities and 
differences between the narrators’ points of view. 

Stimulus Considerations: Sectional/Paragraph-Level. Essential information needed to demonstrate 
comprehension requires greater discernment with navigation of multiple paragraphs or an entire text. 
The answer to the question is not explicitly stated in the text, so some interpretation is required that 
involves making reasoned connections. Context clues may be spread throughout the text. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Inferential. These items may have one or two parts. Answer options 
may be reasoned and/or quoted statements. The key requires making a reasoned connection, as 

Updated September 21, 2026 
2025 Indiana Department of Education product.  

Contents may not be reproduced for sale and may only be used with permission. 



 

distractors present more relevant ideas that require comprehension and/or interpretation to eliminate. 

Which sentence explains the point of view of both passages? 
 

A.​ Both passages use third-person narration to explain the actions of several characters. 
B.​ Both passages focus on the feelings of a main character, but Passage 1 uses 

third-person narration and Passage 2 uses first-person narration. 
C.​ Passage 1 uses first-person narration to show how one main character feels, and Passage 2 

uses first-person narration to show how both main characters feel. 
D.​ Passage 1 uses first-person narration to show how the narrator feels, and Passage 2 uses 

third-person narration to describe the actions of both main characters. 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

[Passage 1 and Passage 2 are the same story told from different points of view (e.g., The Three Little 
Pigs and The True Story of the Three Little Pigs).] 
 
Complete the table to show what readers learn because of the passages’ points of view. 
 

 Passage 1 Point 
of View 

Passage 2 Point 
of View 

Both Passages’ 
Points of View 

The wolf is scary. ​  ​  ​  

The wolf is nice.  ​  ​  ​  

The wolf is looking for 
the pigs. ​  ​  ​  

 
[Table Match] 

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
 
Part A 
How does the third-person point of view in Passage 1 show that the wolf is scary? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 
 
Part B 
Which detail in Passage 2 uses first-person point of view to show that the wolf is nice? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

Above Proficiency: Analyze details from more than one literary text to interpret the similarities and 
differences between the narrators’ points of view, and provide or explain supporting evidence. 
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Stimulus Considerations: Global/Broad. Essential information needed to demonstrate 
comprehension includes more complex, integrated ideas or literary elements. Context clues require 
the synthesis of ideas or events found throughout the passage.  
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Analytical. These items may have one or two parts. Answer options 
may be reasoned and/or quoted statements. In one-part items, students have to cognitively identify 
the answer to the question about the text in order to interpret supporting details. Key requires 
analysis of author technique or complex ideas. Distractors have subtle distinctions and require a high 
level of comprehension and evaluation to eliminate. 

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
 
Part A 
How are the points of view different/similar in Passage 1 and Passage 2? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 
 
Part B 
Choose two details from the text to support the answer in Part A? 
 
[Multiple Select] 
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