Debilitating Silence

Rabbi Rebecca Schatz
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Leviticus 10:1
Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense on
it; and they offered before Adonai alien fire, which He had not enjoined upon them.
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Leviticus 10:2
And fire came forth from Adonai and consumed them; thus they died at the instance of
Adonai.
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Leviticus 10:3
Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what Adonai meant when God said: Through those near
to Me | show Myself holy, And gain glory before all the people.” And Aaron was silent.
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Leviticus 10:19
And Aaron spoke to Moses, “See, this day they brought their sin offering and their burnt
offering before Adonai, and such things have befallen me! Had | eaten sin offering today,
would Adonai have approved?”
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Leviticus 10:20
And when Moses heard this, he approved.
YHLR T !
NN Y YK NOWNTNN DY 7KW N D'NKIE QX! ATV
Leviticus 10:6
And Moses said to Aaron and to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not bare your heads and
do not rend your clothes, lest you die and anger strike the whole community. But your
kinsmen, all the house of Israel, shall bewail the burning that Adonai has wrought.
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Rashbam on Leviticus 10:3:3
[nnx o1, he desisted from his mourning, did not weep and did not perform rites of the
mourning.
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Tur HaAroch, Leviticus 10:3:3
[nnx oI, “Aaron remained silent.” Nachmaides writes that Aaron wept aloud, after which he
remained silent. We find the same meaning of the word o171 in Lamentations 2,18 na nitn 7x
3y, “give your eyes no rest (from weeping)!”
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Zevachim 115b:13
The Holy One, Blessed be He, said this statement to Moses, but Moses did not know its
meaning until the sons of Aaron died. Once the sons of Aaron died, Moses said to him:
Aaron, my brother, your sons died only to sanctify the name of the Holy One, Blessed
be He. When Aaron knew that his sons were beloved by the Omnipresent, he was
silent and received a reward, as it is stated: “And Aaron held his peace [vayidom].”
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Rashi on Leviticus 10:19:1
[Nnx 1211 AND AARON SAID — The term “saying” used here denotes a harsh utterance, as
it is said (Numbers 21:5) “And the people spake (WaT'1) against Moses, etc.” — Is it likely that
when Moses expressed his indignation with Eleazar and with Ithamar, Aaron should reply to
him in such harsh language? You must consequently know (conclude) that it was only by way
of respect that these remained silent. They thought, “It would not be right that our father
(Aaron) should be sitting here (be present) and that we should speak in his presence, nor
would it be right that a disciple should retort on his teacher (Moses)”. You might think,
however, that Eleazar did not possess the ability to reply, and that on this account he was
silent. This was not so for it is stated (Numbers 31:21) “And Eleazar the priest spake to the
men of the army, etc.” — and so you see that when he wished to do so he did speak in the
presence of Moses and in the presence of the princes (cf. Numbers v. 13). This | found in the
1w 019 7w M50 (known under the name of 011 w1Tn or XVIT N90) (see Yalkut Shimoni on
Torah 785:40).
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Or HaChaim on Leviticus 10:19:1
nwn 7x Nax 12T, Aaron spoke (harshly) to Moses. Torat Kohanim reminds us that the
word 72T invariably signals harsh talk. Why was Aaron justified in adopting this tone of voice
when speaking to Moses? Moses had not even addressed him, much less criticised him!
Perhaps Aaron had felt slighted by Moses' angry reproof in verse 16-17 to his sons why they
had not eaten the meat of the sin-offering. Moses' accusation did not sound unlike a curse.
Aaron felt that at a time when he was still in shock from the death of his two older sons and
Satan had a relatively free hand that such an accusation would endanger the lives of his
surviving sons. Aaron's outburst may therefore be interpreted as the complaint of a father
whose feelings of mercy towards his children have been aroused.
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Or HaChaim on Leviticus 10:19:2

oI'n |0, "behold, this very day, etc."” Our sages in Zevachim 101 understand this expression
as follows: "did Eleazar and Ittamar offer the sin-offerings this day, a day when they are
prohibited of performing the service seeing their brothers have not yet been interred and this
is why you acuse them of have burned the meat? It was | who have offered the sacrifice and
in my capacity as High Priest | am entitled to perform this sacrifice even while in mourning for
my sons who have not yet been interred!" The implication is "why did you accuse my sons of
something they have not been guilty of at all?"
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Rashi on Leviticus 10:20:1
1"1'va 201 AND IT WAS PLEASING IN HIS EYES — He admitted his error and was not
ashamed to do so, by saying (instead of admitting it) “| have not heard a statement (from God
regarding this)", but rather he said, “I have heard, but | forgot it” (Sifra, Shemini, Chapter 2
12; Zevachim 101b).

Targum Jerusalem, Leviticus 10:20
For Moshe heard, and the word was pleasing before him.
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Leviticus 11:44
For | Adonai am your God: you shall sanctify yourselves and be holy, for | am holy. You shall
not make yourselves unclean through any swarming thing that moves upon the earth.
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