
Unit Title 
 
A 1-2 sentence catchy teaser, usually as opening to the big question that follows. (Most text 
here is meaningless stuff generated by CC Ipsum). 
 

The Big Question 
 
If you are looking for material offered under a Creative Commons license, CC Search is a good 
starting point. The database model refers to how a database is structured and organized, 
including database tables and table indexes. When a CC license is applied to a database, what 
is being licensed? You should also not apply Creative Commons licenses to works that are no 
longer protected by copyright or are otherwise in the public domain. Many rights holders who 
are members of a collecting society can waive the right to collect royalties for uses allowed 
under the license, but only to the extent their societies allow. 
 

 
 
Copyright Iain by Iain Farrell  licensed under CC BY-ND 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/iain/4804390638/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iain/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


Additionally, when you are using a work that is an adaptation of one or more pre-existing works, 
you may need to give credit to the creator(s) of the pre-existing work(s), in addition to giving 
credit to the creator of the adaptation. If you are unsure, you should either contact the rights 
holder for clarification, or search for works that permit commercial uses. All licenses after 
version 1.0 also allow you to license your contributions under a later version of the same 
license, and some also allow ported licenses. Some examples of collecting societies include 
ASCAP and BMI (United States), BUMA/STEMRA (Netherlands), PRS (United Kingdom), and 
APRA (Australia). You may apply a 4.0 license to material subject to any of those rights, 
whether or not the material is also subject to copyright. 
 
Often, the database provider is not the original author of the database contents. However, we do 
not recommend this. (See above for more detail about how past versions of CC licenses vary 
with respect to sui generis database rights.)They provide basic information, sometimes about 
fairly complex topics, and will often link to more detailed information. If you do, you should take 
additional care to mark the adaptation as involving multiple copyrights under different terms so 
that downstream users are aware of their obligations to comply with the licenses from all rights 
holders. 
 
Be sure to confirm that the material you want to use is actually under a CC license, as search 
results may sometimes be misleading. All of the ported licenses are at version 3.0 or earlier, 
which means licensors using those licenses do not have the benefit of the improvements made 
in the 4.0 license suite. All CC licenses require users to attribute the creator of licensed material, 
unless the creator has waived that requirement, not supplied a name, or asked that her name 
be removed. Unless you have a specific reason to use a ported license, we suggest you 
consider using one of the international licenses. CC offers some additional information on how 
CC licenses may affect your moral rights. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

●​ By design, CC licenses do not reduce, limit, or restrict any rights under exceptions and 
limitations to copyright, such as fair use or fair dealing.  

●​ Creative Commons has always relied on the generosity of both individuals and 
organizations to fund its ongoing operations.  

●​ Is Creative Commons involved in digital rights management (DRM)?  
●​ RDFa Primer: Bridging the Human and Data Webs, RDFa.info, RDFa Wiki.  
●​ What are collecting societies? 

 

Personal Reflection / Why It Matters to You   
   



This compatibility mechanism is designed for situations in which content is integrated into 
software code in a way that makes it difficult or impossible to distinguish the two. There are 
special considerations required before using this compatibility mechanism. Licensors are not 
required to use the CC license chooser or provide any information about themselves or their 
material when applying a CC license to their material. Whether and to what extent these rights 
exist, and if so, how they are labeled, varies depending on the jurisdiction. On the internet, even 
the most basic activities involve making copies of copyrighted content. 
 

Discuss It 

 
A callout for a social prompt. It can be moved anywhere. Creators may also apply Creative 
Commons licenses to material they create that are adapted from public domain works, or to 
remixed material, databases, or collections that include work in the public domain. 
 

Acquiring Essential Knowledge  
 

Our tools are free, and our reach is wide.  
 
Creative Commons does not recommend using a CC license on a logo or trademark. Yes—but if 
you change the terms and conditions of any Creative Commons license, you must no longer 
call, label, or describe the license as a 'Creative Commons' or 'CC' license, nor can you use the 
Creative Commons logos, buttons, or other trademarks in connection with the modified license 
or your materials. Creators may also apply Creative Commons licenses to material they create 
that are adapted from public domain works, or to remixed material, databases, or collections 
that include work in the public domain. (In France it is called a 'mandate' of rights but has similar 
practical effect.)  
 
That said, Creative Commons recognizes the need for change in copyright law, and many 
members of the Creative Commons community are active participants in the copyright reform 
movement. Our tools are free, and our reach is wide. (Note that charging for access may not be 
permitted with NC-licensed material; however, it is not disallowed by the restriction on ETMs.) 
Because there is no single 'Creative Commons license,' it is important to identify which of the six 
licenses you are applying to your material, which of the six licenses has been applied to material 
that you intend to use, and in both cases the specific version. Yes. 
 



When do Creative Commons licenses expire?  
 
Creators in these jurisdictions who belong to collecting societies may not be able to license their 
material under CC licenses because the collecting societies own the necessary rights, not the 
creators. 
 
Also Creative Commons Australia provides a more comprehensive list of of the Benefits of 
Sharing Using Creative Commons. 
 
Central to our licenses is the grant of a standard set of permissions in advance, without 
requiring users to ask for permission or seek clarification before using the work. There are 
currently no ports of 4.0, and it is planned that few, if any, will be created. You do not need to 
register with Creative Commons to apply a CC license to your material; it is legally valid as soon 
as you apply it to any material you have the legal right to license. How do I apply a Creative 
Commons license to my material? 
 
 

For Your Personal Learning Toolkit 

Callout to add something. Select two or three resources directly relevant to your personal or 
work-related CC needs from the Acquiring Essential Knowledge content and add them to your 
personal Creative Commons toolkit. Adding them to your toolkit makes them easy to find and 
use when the need arises, and makes it easy for you to pass on resources you consider 
important to others. Annotate the resources with notes explaining why they are relevant and 
important for you and your work. 
 

While this result is the same across all CC version 3.0 licenses, the 
reason for this outcome varies.  
 
If and only if your particular use is one that would require permission, you should note the 
following. CC offers resources on the best practices for marking your material and on how to 
mark material in different media (.pdf). CC licenses contain a 'severability' clause. Among other 
things, if you use the logos on a website or on your work, you may not alter the logos in any 
respect—such as by changing the font, the proportions, or the colors. 
 
https://vimeo.com/151666798 
  
Creative Commons: Remix by Creative Commons  is licensed under CC BY-SA 
 

http://creativecommons.org.au
http://creativecommons.org.au/content/Benefits_of_CC_08.pdf)
http://creativecommons.org.au/content/Benefits_of_CC_08.pdf)
https://vimeo.com/151666798
https://vimeo.com/creativecommonsvideos
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


 
 
 

Discuss It 

 
Another callout for a social prompt. Post a story about how you benefited from someone who 
chose to share their creative works under a Creative Commons license in the CC Certificate 
social forum. Alternatively, share a description of (and link to, if applicable) a community that 
engages in commons-based peer production that others might not be aware of. 
 
 

Applied Practice 
 
Complete one of the quests for this unit such as Wikipedia, NC and Citation Test. 
 

Closing the Loop 
 
Generally, a modification rises to the level of an adaptation under copyright law when the 
modified work is based on the prior work but manifests sufficient new creativity to be 
copyrightable, such as a translation of a novel from one language to another, or the creation of a 
screenplay based on a novel. If your use is not one that requires permission under the license, 
you may conduct text and data mining activity without regard to the above considerations. the 
minute you put pen to paper, take a photo, or hit the 'save' button on your computer). 
 
The first question to ask is whether doing so constitutes an adaptation. CC has a brief guide to 
interpretation of the NC license that goes into more detail about the meaning of the NC license 
and some key points to pay attention to.  
 
Because there is no single 'Creative Commons license,' it is important to identify which of the six 
licenses you are applying to your material, which of the six licenses has been applied to material 
that you intend to use, and in both cases the specific version. Embedding machine-readable 
metadata in the code of the license indicator or code of the licensed page. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/quests/cats/remixing/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/quests/assignments/wikipedia-nc-and-citation/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/quests/assignments/wikipedia-nc-and-citation/


 
Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY). 
 
Except where otherwise noted, this content is published under a CC BY license, which means 
that you can copy, redistribute, remix, transform and build upon the content for any purpose 
even commercially as long as you give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and 
indicate if changes were made. License details: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
 
Creative Commons Certificates have been created as a project of Creative Commons with the 
kind support of the Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. 
 
These certificates are part of the commons; if you find broken links or any other errors you can 
help by reporting them as an issue. 
 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/
https://www.imls.gov/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
https://github.com/creativecommons/cc-cert-core/issues
https://github.com/creativecommons/cc-cert-core/issues
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