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Lesson overview  

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can generate responses that sound accurate, confident, and complete, 
even when information is incomplete, biased, or unsupported. Learners need more than technical 
skills to use AI effectively. They need a structured process for evaluating both the conversations 
that produce AI responses and the information those responses contain.  

In this lesson, learners investigate and apply the AI Conversation Check (Figure 4.1), a 
six-question framework designed to strengthen critical thinking, information literacy, and 
intellectual freedom. Through collaborative analysis, prompt revision, independent verification, 
and reflection, learners examine how prompts influence AI responses, evaluate evidence, 
recognize missing perspectives, and refine their own AI interactions. Rather than viewing AI as 
either trustworthy or untrustworthy, learners develop habits of inquiry that support responsible, 
ethical, and informed use of generative AI. 

Essential questions  

●​ How do I know when an AI-generated response is trustworthy? 
●​ Why should I question the conversation that produced an AI response? 
●​ How can evidence and multiple perspectives improve my understanding? 
●​ What responsibilities do I have before using, sharing, or citing AI-generated information? 

 

Lesson outcome 
Learners will use the AI Conversation Check to analyze, revise, and evaluate AI-generated 
conversations, determine the reliability of AI-generated information through independent 
verification, and reflect on how questioning both prompts and responses leads to stronger 
research and more informed decision making 
 

Table 4.X Lesson Competency Crosswalk: Question the AI Conversation, Not Just the 
Answer 
AASL Standards 
Framework for Learners Lesson objective “I can” statement 



I.A.1 (Inquire/Think) Apply the AI Conversation 
Check to analyze how prompts 
shape AI-generated 
conversations. 

I can analyze how my prompts 
influence AI responses. 

II.B.1 (Think/Create) Evaluate evidence and 
assumptions in AI-generated 
information. 

I can identify assumptions and 
evaluate evidence in AI 
conversations. 

V.B.1 (Include/Create) Identify missing perspectives 
and consider how omissions 
influence understanding. 

I can identify missing 
perspectives in AI conversations 
and explain why they matter. 

III.A.1 (Collaborate/Think) Work with others to compare 
findings and provide 
evidence-based feedback. 

I can use evidence to discuss and 
improve an AI conversation with 
others. 

VI.D.1 (Engage/Grow) Verify AI-generated claims 
with reliable, independent 
sources and reflect on 
responsible use. 

I can independently verify 
AI-generated claims before I use, 
share, or cite them. 

Materials 

●​ Figure 4.1, The AI Conversation Check classroom poster 

●​ Figure 4.2, The AI Conversation Check student handout, one per learner 

●​ Figure 4.3, Sample AI Conversations 

●​ Figure 4.4, Prompt Revision Challenge 

●​ Internet-connected device for each learner or learner pair 

●​ Access to a district-approved AI chatbot 

●​ Projector or interactive display 

●​ Reliable, independent reference sources for verification, including library databases, 
trusted websites, and books 

●​ Highlighters or colored pencils, optional 



Lesson Prep  

Before the lesson, the lesson leader should display Figure 4.1, The AI Conversation Check, 
where all learners can see it and prepare copies of Figure 4.2, The AI Conversation Check student 
handout. Prepare Figure 4.3, Sample AI Conversations, for projection or distribution and copies 
of Figure 4.4, Prompt Revision Challenge. Ensure learners have access to a district-approved AI 
tool and reliable, independent sources for verification. Review discussion norms that encourage 
respectful dialogue and evidence-based reasoning. 

Pre-Assessment 

Display Conversation Set 1 in Figure 4.3 Sample AI Conversations. Before providing any 
instruction about the AI Conversation Check, ask learners to independently examine the two 
prompts and corresponding AI-generated responses. 

Ask learners to respond to the following questions: 

●​ Which response do you find more trustworthy? Explain your reasoning. 
●​ What specific features influenced your decision, such as tone, evidence, detail, citations, 

or balance? 
●​ How, if at all, do you think the wording of each prompt influenced the response? 
●​ What additional information would you need before using either response for research? 

Do not discuss or evaluate learners’ responses yet. Ask them to save their answers so they can 
revisit them after applying the AI Conversation Check. The purpose of the pre-assessment is to 
capture how learners initially evaluate an AI conversation before being introduced to the 
six-question framework. 

Lesson Steps 

1. Project Figure 4.3, Sample AI Conversations, and begin with Conversation Set 1. Ask learners 
to examine the two prompts and corresponding AI-generated responses about social media and 
teenagers. Do not introduce the AI Conversation Check yet. 

Ask learners: 

●​ Which response appears more balanced? 
●​ How did the wording of each prompt influence the response? 
●​ What differences do you notice in the evidence, language, or perspectives included? 
●​ Which response would be more useful as a starting point for research? Why? 
●​ What additional information would you want before trusting either response? 



Invite learners to share what they notice. Encourage them to focus not only on differences 
between the answers, but also on differences between the prompts that produced those answers. 

Explain that AI conversations do not begin with the answer. The way a user frames a question 
can influence the direction of the conversation, what information is emphasized, and what may 
be left out. Tell learners that they will use a framework for examining both the AI-generated 
information and the conversation that produced it. 

2. Display Figure 4.1, The AI Conversation Check. Introduce the six questions: 

1.​ Did I steer the conversation? 
2.​ Did I assume the answer? 
3.​ Did the AI provide evidence? 
4.​ Did I test the answer? 
5.​ Whose voices or perspectives are missing? 
6.​ Can I verify it independently? 

Return to Conversation Set 1 in Figure 4.3 and model how to apply the questions. Think aloud as 
you examine the original prompt and AI-generated response. Rather than simply determining 
whether the response is correct, demonstrate how each question leads to another step in the 
inquiry process. 

For each question, model: 

●​ What you notice in the prompt or response. 
●​ What evidence you would look for. 
●​ What information may be missing. 
●​ What you would independently verify. 
●​ What you might ask or investigate next. 

Emphasize that the six questions are not intended to produce a simple trustworthy or 
untrustworthy judgment. They help users identify what deserves additional questioning, 
evidence, verification, or investigation. Skilled AI users continually revise both their prompts 
and their thinking. 

3. Divide learners into pairs or small groups and assign each group one of the remaining 
conversation sets in Figure 4.3, Sample AI Conversations. Distribute Figure 4.2, The AI 
Conversation Check student handout.  

Learners use all six questions in the AI Conversation Check to examine their assigned 
conversation. They should consider how the original prompt influenced the response, identify 
assumptions or leading language, evaluate the evidence provided, determine what information 
should be tested, identify perspectives that may be missing, and independently verify important 
claims using reliable sources. 

As groups complete their analysis, ask them to identify: 



●​ One strength of the AI conversation. 
●​ One weakness or limitation. 
●​ One claim that requires independent verification. 
●​ One perspective, voice, or piece of evidence that may be missing. 
●​ One question they would ask next. 

Learners should record the sources they use for independent verification and note whether those 
sources confirm, complicate, or challenge information provided by the AI. 

4. Distribute Figure 4.4, Prompt Revision Challenge. Using what they discovered through the AI 
Conversation Check, each group revises the original prompt from its assigned conversation. 

Learners should consider whether the revised prompt could improve the conversation by: 

●​ Using more neutral language. 
●​ Requesting evidence or sources. 
●​ Including multiple perspectives. 
●​ Asking for greater depth, explanation, or context. 

Groups submit their revised prompt to the approved AI tool and compare the new response with 
the original response. 

Ask learners: 

●​ What changed between the original and revised responses? 
●​ Did the revised prompt result in a more balanced response? 
●​ Was stronger or more specific evidence provided? 
●​ Did additional perspectives appear? 
●​ Did the response provide greater depth or context? 
●​ What information still requires independent verification? 

Learners complete Figure 4.5 by explaining how their revised prompt changed the AI-generated 
response and what they learned from the revision process. 

Emphasize that a stronger prompt does not guarantee an accurate response. Prompt revision can 
improve the quality of an AI conversation, but independent verification remains necessary. 

5. Bring the class back together and ask groups to briefly share what they discovered. Each group 
should identify one significant difference between its original and revised AI conversations and 
explain what produced that difference. 

Rather than asking whether the AI was “right” or “wrong,” pose the following question: 

What responsibility does the user have in creating and evaluating a trustworthy AI 
conversation? 

Encourage learners to support their responses with evidence from their investigations. 



As a class, create a list titled “Characteristics of a High-Quality AI Conversation.” Learners may 
identify characteristics such as: 

●​ Open-ended questions. 
●​ Neutral wording. 
●​ Requests for evidence. 
●​ Consideration of multiple perspectives. 
●​ Independent verification. 
●​ Follow-up questions that deepen the inquiry. 
●​ Willingness to revise a question when new information emerges. 

Conclude by returning to Figure 4.1, The AI Conversation Check. Reinforce that the framework 
is not a one-time checklist. The six questions can be revisited throughout an AI conversation as 
users encounter new claims, evidence, perspectives, and questions. 

Exit Ticket 

The lesson leader may have learners respond on paper, in a learning management system, or 
through a tool such as Google Forms. Ask learners to respond to the following: 

●​ Which question from the AI Conversation Check changed your thinking the most today? 
●​ Imagine you are using AI for a research assignment tomorrow. Which step of the AI 

Conversation Check will you complete first, and why? 
●​ Describe one way you improved an AI conversation during today’s lesson. What effect 

did your revision have on the AI’s response? 
●​ Before trusting or citing an AI-generated response, what is one action you will always 

take? Explain your reasoning. 

Peer Feedback 

Learners exchange their completed AI Conversation Investigation Portfolios with a partner. After 
reviewing their partner’s work, each learner identifies one strength in the analysis or verification 
process, one question the investigation raises, and one suggestion that could strengthen the 
prompt, evidence, verification, or consideration of multiple perspectives. Partners briefly discuss 
their feedback and identify one revision they will make before submitting their final 
investigation. 

Essential Question Revisit 

Return to the lesson’s essential questions and ask learners to revisit their pre-assessment 
responses. Learners compare their thinking before and after completing the lesson. Using 
evidence from their AI Conversation Conversation Check, learners write a brief reflection 
addressing the following prompt: 



How has the AI Conversation Check changed the way you think about using generative AI? 
Describe one habit of mind you will carry forward when using AI for research, learning, or 
everyday decision making. 

 
Conclude with a whole-class discussion in which learners collaboratively develop a list titled 
“Habits of Responsible AI Users.” Possible responses may include: 

●​ Ask open-ended, unbiased questions. 
●​ Look for evidence rather than accepting confident answers. 
●​ Consider multiple perspectives. 
●​ Verify important information using reliable, independent sources. 
●​ Revise prompts to improve the quality of AI conversations. 
●​ Think critically before using or sharing AI-generated information. 

 

Emphasize that the goal of the AI Conversation Check is not to discourage learners from using 
AI, but to help them become thoughtful, informed, and responsible users who approach AI 
conversations with curiosity, critical thinking, and a commitment to verifying information. This 
reinforces the role of school librarians in teaching information literacy and intellectual freedom 
in an AI-enabled world. 

Formative/Summative Assessment 

Learner understanding can be monitored throughout the lesson using multiple checkpoints: 
●​ Participation during class discussions and collaborative investigations. 
●​ Completion of the AI Conversation Check while analyzing AI-generated conversations. 
●​ Ability to identify assumptions, supporting evidence, missing perspectives, and 

opportunities for independent verification. 
●​ Prompt revisions and explanations of how those revisions influenced the quality of 

AI-generated responses. 
●​ Reflections during whole-class discussions and the final exit ticket, demonstrating growth 

in critical thinking and information evaluation. 
 

AI Conversation Investigation Portfolio 

Learners complete an independent investigation using the AI Conversation Check framework. 
The portfolio should include the following components: 
 
Portfolio component Completed 

An original research question. ☐ 



The original prompt submitted to an AI 
chatbot. 

☐ 

The AI-generated response. ☐ 

A completed AI Conversation Check 
analysis. 

☐ 

A revised prompt designed to improve the 
conversation. 

☐ 

The revised AI-generated response. ☐ 

Verification of at least three factual claims 
using reliable, independent sources. 

☐ 

A one-page reflective analysis addressing 
the required reflection questions. 

☐ 

 

The one-page reflective analysis should address: 

●​ How did your original prompt shape the AI’s response? 
●​ What assumptions, biases, or missing perspectives did you identify? 
●​ How did revising your prompt improve the conversation? 
●​ What did you learn about evaluating AI-generated information? 
●​ How will you use the AI Conversation Check in future research or everyday AI 

interactions? 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Use the rating scale below to assess the learner’s investigation portfolio. 

Criteria 4 – 
Consistently 3 – Usually 2 – Developing 1 – Beginning 

Application of 
the AI 
Conversation 
Check 

Applies all six 
components 
accurately and 
uses them to 
support a 
thorough 
analysis. 

Applies the six 
components with 
minor gaps or 
inconsistencies. 

Applies some 
components, but 
analysis is 
incomplete or 
uneven. 

Shows limited 
or inaccurate 
application of 
the framework. 

Evaluation of 
AI-generated 
information 

Critically 
evaluates 
claims, 
evidence, 
assumptions, 
and missing 
perspectives 

Evaluates most 
claims and 
evidence with 
generally clear 
reasoning. 

Identifies some 
concerns but 
provides limited 
evaluation or 
explanation. 

Provides little 
evidence of 
critical 
evaluation. 



with clear 
reasoning. 

Prompt revision Revises 
prompts 
purposefully 
and clearly 
explains how 
the revisions 
improve 
quality, 
balance, or 
reliability. 

Makes relevant 
revisions and 
explains most 
effects on the 
response. 

Makes limited 
revisions or 
gives a partial 
explanation of 
their effect. 

Makes minimal 
or ineffective 
revisions with 
little 
explanation. 

Independent 
verification 

Verifies at least 
three factual 
claims using 
credible, 
independent 
sources and 
connects 
findings to the 
analysis. 

Verifies required 
claims using 
generally 
credible sources 
with minor gaps. 

Verification is 
incomplete, 
inconsistently 
sourced, or 
weakly 
connected to the 
analysis. 

Provides little 
or no 
independent 
verification. 

Reflection and 
responsible use 

Reflects 
thoughtfully on 
how 
questioning the 
conversation 
strengthens 
inquiry and 
informs future 
AI use. 

Explains key 
learning and 
identifies a 
reasonable 
future practice. 

Provides a 
general 
reflection with 
limited 
connection to 
future practice. 

Provides 
minimal 
reflection or 
does not 
connect 
learning to 
responsible AI 
use. 

 
 



Figure 4.1: The AI Conversation Check classroom poster 
 



 
Figure 4.2: The AI Conversation Check student handout 
 



 
Figure 4.3: Sample AI Conversations 
 



 
 

 



Figure 4.4: Prompt Revision Challenge 
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