The Journey

HOUSTON

Core Convictions

The Last Things

Article 7: Last Things

After his resurrection, Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father. Now, the Story is building towards its ultimate resolution.
Believers eagerly and hopefully await his literal, physical return. When Christ returns, he will bring the Kingdom of God to its
ultimate fulfillment. Those who have not placed their faith in Christ will be sentenced to their just, eternal punishment for their
ongoing rebellion with Satan and his followers. Those who have been saved by grace through faith in Christ will be resurrected to
eternal life with God in the new heavens and new earth. All wrongs will be made right and the redeemed will dwell with the Lord

in the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven forever! (Daniel 12:2, Acts 1:9-11, 1 Peter 3:22, Revelation 19:11-22:7)

Christ’s Return

“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His
own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” And after He had said
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they
were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They
also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into

heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6—-11, NASB9s)
Christ’s Victory

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He
has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were
following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the
Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
(Revelation 19:11-16, NASB95)

Satan’s Defeat
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“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven... And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil
and Satan...Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations... (they) surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil who
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it,
from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great
and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their

deeds.... Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:1-15,
NASB9s)”

The Resurrection of the Saints

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came
death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes
the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority
and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished
is death.” (1 Corinthians 15:20-26, NASB95)

The Eternal Kingdom

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and
they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” And He who
sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” Then
He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the
spring of the water of life without cost.” (Revelation 21:1-6, NASB9s)

Application: We no longer fear death; We are steadfast; We live for eternity; We
preach the Gospel; We pray.

Resources: Exploring Christian Theology (vol. 3): When He Returns



