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Creating an Engaging Infographic

Infographics are powerful tools to help efficiently and effectively share complex ideas and concepts. Through the
intentional use of eye-catching visuals with concise text, dry data can be made into digestible stories. This helps enhance
viewer comprehension as well as retention. The most effective infographics spark intrigue and a desire to learn more,
making them valuable for anyone who wants to inform and engage an audience—Ileaving a lasting impression.

Define Your Purpose and Audience: Before diving into design, clarify the purpose of your infographic and identify your
target audience. To get in the best creative mindset, imagine someone viewing the infographic for the first time. What will
they notice? What do you want them to think when they look at it? What do you want them to remember about it?

Gather and Organize Your Content: Collect all the relevant information and data you want to include. Organize it
logically, considering the flow and structure of your infographic. Focus on the key points to keep your visual presentation
clear and concise. Assume viewers do not already have all the information you do.

Choose the Right Infographic Type: Select the infographic type that best suits your content and purpose. Examples are
provided below. Tailor your choice to effectively convey your message. The infographic should always be comparing at
least two things to make a point (e.g. Something is bigger. Something has changed).

Craft a Compelling Headline and Subheadings: Capture attention with a catchy and informative headline. Break down
your content into sections with clear subheadings.

Design with Visual Appeal in Mind: Create a visually appealing layout using a consistent color scheme and fonts. Use
icons, illustrations, and charts to enhance understanding. Don’t crowd your elements: maintain a clean and organized
appearance and think about in what order you want the viewer to look at things. Keep the focal point in mind. Make sure
that the other, less important details in the infographic don't overwhelm or distract the viewers from the focal point.

Add Data and Visual Elements: Incorporate your data using charts, graphs, and other visual elements. Ensure that each

visual component supports the overall message of your infographic. Use color strategically to emphasize important points
and maintain a cohesive look. Limit how much text you use in an infographic. This is an opportunity to make a point with
non-textual designs.

Bonus Tips:
e Keep it Simple: Avoid clutter and unnecessary details.
e Source Your Data: Provide references for credibility.

Recommended Tools for Creating Infographics:
e (Canva
Google Drawings

Google Slides
Google Docs

Mural
Piktochart

Venngage

education.cfr.org


https://www.canva.com/
https://docs.google.com/drawings/
https://slides.google.com
https://docs.google.com
https://mural.co/
https://piktochart.com/
https://venngage.com/
http://education.cfr.org

COUNCILon
FOREIGN
RELATIONS

CFR Education

Global Matters

Types of Infographics

Maps

Useful to visualize
geographic data, display
regional variations, or
communicate
location-specific information.

Concentration of Deadly Terrorism in Sahel

Each circle represents a country's total terrorist fatalities for 2022.

.
o -
)
o +
[l Other \
M Sahel
The IEP Global Terrorism Index analyses terrorism in 163 countries covering 99.7% of the world's population.
Source: Vision of Humanity - Institute for Economics & Peace. » Get the data CFR Ed ucation
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Ilustrations/Diagrams
Useful to illustrate processes,
relationships, or hierarchies to
present a clear and structured
representation of complex
information.

The New Normal: Global Supply Chains for Medicine
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Sources: Food and Drug Administration; Observatory of Economic Complexity; U.S. National Library of Medicine.
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Ilustrated Icons

Useful to convey information
in a visually engaging and
easily recognizable way to
help the audience grasp key

The Accelerating Speed of World Travel

Time needed to travel from London to Hong Kong

Useful to visually represent
trends, relationships, or
comparisons between data
sets.

concepts.
25 DAYS
I | 1

ddddddd ddddddd

dddddd4 444

Frrrrrry

4444

CFR Education
i R ( i Global Matters
Charts . . . . . _
Six Hot Spots Account for Most Latin American Terrorist Attacks in the 1990s and Eighties

(bar, hne, pie, scatter plOt, Annual Total Terrorist Incidents by Latin American Country
etc.)
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Source: START Global Terrorism Database. « Get the data CFR Education
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Tables

numerical or categorical
information. Often used to
help compare values and

Useful for organizing detailed

The European Central Bank and National Governments:
Who Controls What?

EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS

Useful for showcasing
historical developments,

that happens in a specific
order.
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Iconic U.S. Communications Abroad

How globalization has changed how fast we can communicate
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Barack Obama praises
Pope Francis in
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President Calvin Coolidge

places the first t

News of the Declaration
of Independence reaches

London via mail.
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