
NCHS 1.6 – Continuity & Change Over Time 
NCHS 4.6 – Historical Argumentation 

 
Summative DBQ: US Foreign Policy & War: 1850 – 1950 

 
Use evidence from the documents to create and support an argument that answers the question below. 
Most of the documents are excerpts from those we have used in class. You can use other information from 
class discussions or notes in addition to the documents provided. 
 
Question: To what extent have the United States’s reasons for diplomacy and war been consistent across 
time? 
 
Use the rubric below to make sure your essay is complete. 
 

Score 2.0 Score 3.0 Score 4.0 

✔​ Do you have a tri-partite 

thesis with counterclaim, 
claim, and reasons? 

✔​ Do you use multiple 

pieces of evidence from 
the documents to support 
each part of your 
argument? 

✔​ Are you identifying 

examples of continuities 
and changes in US 
diplomacy or reasons for 
war? 

✔​ Are you analyzing both 

your claim and the 
counterclaim? 

✔​ Are you using documents 

against each other qualify 
or corroborate your 
argument?  

✔​ Are you using source 

information from the 
documents to support 
your argument? 

✔​ Are you synthesizing your 

argument by making 
comparisons to another 
time period? (Cold War) 

✔​ Are you using the 

documents successfully 
that we did not discuss in 
class? 

✔​ Are you explaining how 

something could 
simultaneously be a 
continuity and change? 

 
 
 
 

Document 1 (Modified) – The “Open Door” Note 
Context: The Open-Door Policy was based on a diplomatic message sent to Germany, which was also 
copied and sent to other European nations on September 6, 1899.  
 
The government of the United States would be pleased to see the German government give formal 
assurances, and help get assurances from other European powers, that each 
 
First, Will in no way interfere with any treaty port inside any “Sphere of influence” it leased territory it 
may have in China.  
 
Second, That the Chinese tariff…apply equally to all merchandise no matter what nationality it belongs 
to, and that taxes be collected by the Chinese government.  
 
Third, will charge no higher harbor fees on ships of another nationality entering its sphere of influence 
than on ships of its own nationality… 
 

 
 



 
 

Document 2 – USS Maine Article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Document 3 – March of the Flag 
Context: The following is an excerpt from Albert Beveridge’s speech, delivered September 16, 1898. 
Beveridge gave this speech while he was campaigning to become a US senator.  

 
Fellow citizens, it is a noble land that God has given us; …It is a mighty people that he has planted on 
this soil…It is a glorious history our God has bestowed upon his chosen people; …a history of soldiers 
who carried the flag across the blazing deserts and through the ranks of hostile mountains, even to the 
gates of sunset… 
 
The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their consent. I answer: The rule of 
liberty that all just government derives its authority from the consent of the governed, applies only to 
those who are capable of self-government.  
 
I answer, we govern the Indians without their consent, we govern our territories without their consent, 
we govern our children without their consent. They ask us how we will govern these new possessions. I 
answer: If England can govern foreign lands, so can America. If Germany can govern foreign lands, so can 



America…Benighted peoples will know that the voice of Liberty is speaking, at last, for them; that 
civilization is dawning, at last, for them… 

 
Document 4 – The United States Looks Outward (Modified) 

Context: Alfred T. Mahan was a US naval officer and historian who believed that security and prosperity 
depended on a strong navy and overseas possessions. 
 
Warlike preparation requires the maintenance of suitable naval stations in those distant parts of the 
world where armed ships must follow peaceful ships of commerce. The protection of those stations must 
depend upon direct military force…or upon a surrounding friendly population…Such friendly 
surroundings and backing, joined to reasonable military preparation, are the best defenses, and when 
combined with power at sea, make a scattered and extensive empire…secure... 
 
---Having no foreign establishments, either colonial or military, will mean the ships of the United States, 
in war, will be like land birds, unable to fly far from their own shores. To provide resting places for them, 
where they can coal and repair, would be one of the first duties of a government… 
 

 
 
 

Document 5 – Wilson’s War Speech 
Context: This excerpt is from a speech was given by US President Woodrow Wilson when he asked 
Congress to declare war on Germany on April 2nd, 1917. 
 
Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and innocent people cannot be. The present German 
submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind. 
 
The German policy has swept every restriction aside. Ships of every kind, whatever their flag, their 
character, their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom of the 
ocean without warning. American ships have been sunk, American lives taken.  
 
I advise that the Congress declare the recent actions of the Imperial German Government to be, in fact, 
nothing less than war against the Government and people of the United States. 
 
Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the peace of the world is involved. 
 
The world must be made safe for democracy. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, 
no dominion. We seek not material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one 
of the champions of the rights of mankind.  
 
It is a fearful, but the right thing to lead this great peaceful people to war. We shall fight for the things 
which we have always carried nearest our hearts – for democracy, for the right of people to have a voice 
in their own government, for the rights and liberties of small nations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Document 6 – Howard Zinn on WWI 
 
President Woodrow Wilson had promised that the United States would stay neutral in the war…But in 
April of 1917, the Germans had announced they would have their submarines sink any ship brining 
supplies to their enemies; and they had sunk a number of merchant vessels. Wilson now said he must 
stand by the right of Americans to travel on merchant ships in the war zone… 
 
As Richard Hofstadter has pointed out “This was rationalization of the flimsiest sort…The British had also 
been intruding on the rights of Americans on the high seas, but Wilson was not suggesting we got to war 
with them….” 
 
The United States claimed the Lusitania carried an innocent cargo, and therefore the torpedoing was a 
monstrous German atrocity. Actually, the Lusitania was heavily armed; it carried 1,248 cases of 3-inch 
shells, 4,927 boxes of cartridges, and 2,000 more cases of small-arms ammunition…The British and 
American governments lied about the cargo… 
 
Prosperity depends much on foreign markets, it was believed by the leaders of the country. In 1897, 
private foreign investments of the United States amounted to $700 million dollars. By 1914, they were 
$3.5 billion… 
 
With World War I, England became more and more a market for American goods and loans at interest. 
J.P Morgan and Company acted as agents for the Allies and when, in 1915, Wilson lifted the ban on 
private bank loans to the Allies, Morgan could now begin lending money in such great amounts as to 
both make great profit and tie American finance closely to the interest of a British victory in the war 
against Germany.  
 

 
 

Document 7 – Atlantic Charter (Modified) 
Context: Signed on Aug. 14th, 1941, The Atlantic Charter was a joint declaration by the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, Winston Churchill, and the President of the United States, Franklin D. Roosevelt. It outlined 
several key principles of international foreign policy that the two nations agreed upon.   

   
"The President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill…deem it right to 
make known certain common principles in the national policies of their respective countries on which 
they base their hopes for a better future of the world.   
   
…Third, they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will 
live; and they wish to see sovereign rights and self-government restored to those who have been forcibly 
deprived of them;   
  
Fourth, they will endeavor, with due respect for their existing obligations, to further the enjoyment by all 
states, great or small, victor or vanquished, of access, on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw 
materials of the world which are needed for their economic prosperity;   
  
Sixth, after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a peace which will 
afford to all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their own boundaries, and which will afford 
assurance that all the men in all the lands may live out their lives in freedom from fear and want;   
  



Seventh, such a peace should enable all men to traverse the high seas and oceans without hindrance;  
 

 
Document 8 – Four Freedoms Speech 

Context: This is an excerpt from Franklin D. Roosevelt’s, 1941 State of the Union speech “THE FOUR 
FREEDOMS” presented to the American people on January 6th, 1941. 
 
…National policy in foreign affairs has been based on a decent respect for the rights and the dignity of all 
nations, large and small. And the justice of morality must and will win in the end…Let us say to the 
democracies: “We Americans are vitally concerned in your defense of freedom. We are putting forth our 
energies, our resources, and our organizing powers to give you the strength to regain and maintain a free 
world. We shall send you, in ever-increasing numbers, ships, planes, tanks, guns. This is our purpose and 
our pledge.”   
  

In fulfillment of this purpose, we will not be intimidated by the threats of dictators that they will regard 
as a breach of international law or as an act of war our aid to the democracies which dare to resist their 
aggression… 

 
 
 

Document 9 – Newspaper Headlines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


