
Discovering History Guided Notes 
Directions: Your Guided Notes are a tool to use as you read your lesson pages in the course. These 
important notes will help you complete your lesson assessment, as well as prepare you for 
Discussion-Based Assessments, unit exams, and segment exams. You do not need to submit your Guided 
Notes for grading. 

Key Vocabulary 
Word Meaning (use context clues) 

Historian  

Artifact  

Fossil  

Prehistory  

Social Sciences 
Social science is a branch of science that studies human society and the way in which people live. 

Complete the graphic organizer below to describe the different branches. 
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Tools Used to Study History 
Describe how each tool could be used to find evidence of early human societies in Africa or Asia. One 

example has been provided for you. 

Object Description 
Aerial photography This tool could be used to find areas where fossils are located. 

 
Global Positioning System 
(GPS) 

 
 
 

Geographic Information 
System (GIS) 

 
 
 

Satellite imagery  
 
 

Sources 
Historians use different sources to get information. Describe each type of source below and include two 

examples of each.  

Primary— 

​ Examples:​  

Secondary— 

​ Examples: ​  

How does the statement "All dogs are mean." show the bias of the author?  

 

Historiography 

Historiography is the writing of history based on the careful _______________ and ______________ of 

sources.  

When studying history, historians often use these steps: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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