St. Luke’s Episcopal Church — Stephenville, TX
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26th, 2026
8:00 am & 10:00 am

Coffee Hour to follow at 11:00

To All Who Are Joytul And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship
To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door
And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome.




The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #388 O worship the King

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

The Collect for Purity

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

The Hymmnal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lotd be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Readings
All are seated.

A reading from the Book of Genesis. (Genesis 29:15-28)

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?
Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful
and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger
daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to
any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him
but a few days because of the love he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in
the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban
gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah!
And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for
Rachel? Why then have you deceived mer” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—




giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you
the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her
week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Confitensini Domino (Read responsively by full verse)

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him,
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4 Search for the Lord and his strength;
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done,
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant,
O children of Jacob his chosen.

7 He is the Lord our God;
his judgments prevail in all the world.

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant,
the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9 The covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob,
an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance."

45b Hallelujah!

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. (Romans 8:26-39)

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he
justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
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else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Al stand as are able.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #615 Thy kingdom come on bended knee

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in
its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine peatrls; on finding one pearl
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw
out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?”” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People: Form VI
The 1 eader and Pegple pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Stlence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Andy, Kai, Hector, Jeff, and Brian our Bishops; all bishops
and other ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.



Silence
The St. Lukes Prayer List is read here and the people may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lotd;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The St. Lukes Prayer List is read here and the people may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace



All stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Todd & Jennifer Bramlett (27%), Cristy Campbell-Furtick (30™), Jack Kincannon (30™),
Frank De Jesus (31%)

Celebrant and People
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God. Hebrews 13:15, 16

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, given by text by sending an amount to (254) 282-0706, or given
online. Mailed checks may be sent to the address printed at the end of the bulletin.

The Offertory Hymn
Lift Every Voice and Sing II #64 I love to tell the story
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Words: A. Katherine Hankey (1831-1911). Music: William G. Fisher (1835-1912).

Doxology

(sung to The Hymnal 380)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

Peaple
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

1. It sat - is-fies my long-ings As noth-ing else would do.
2. "Twill  be the old, old sto - ry That I have loved so long.
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The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #5125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx)

Fal

Ui? 1 I | L‘i ¥ ) 1
=34 r » e . - . g - v s
L2
Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
G | ! f-_l-_“\ | 1 | h— I I inY i | I
G- o e, e
L 1 T t
heaven and earth are full of vour glo - ry Ho -
A

|
s
|_EEA
L
| 108
|
L 188
|
AEEN
T

san - na in the high - est. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
f | J, b, }
o 1 1 ] | t I‘:I { 1 I = I'} ] I | 7 . - i
G e |
™

Blessed is  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

l‘__,.--—_—--.‘_“\ .

21 ﬁﬁhg e e — © 2
L II I ! t I | r a\:‘-l-_-l-"'ra‘ -

san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the  high-est

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b, 1937). Copyright & 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

The people stand or kneel, as are able.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words

concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, ““Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
tfor the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Mary, Luke, Anne, Joachim, William, Johann, Mary, Martha, William,
Ignatius, Joseph and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,
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The Distribution of Holy Communion

Concerning Holy Communion
“This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.

12 is his will that those who want him should meet him here.”
W

If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.
Stmply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless yon.

i

Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

If after receiving Communion or a blessing you would like special prayers for healing, you are
invited to go to the votive stand at the rear of the church where someone will pray with you.

Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #488 Be thou my vision

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your

Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

Blessing

May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and
guide you in truth and peace and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Processional
The Hymnal 1982 #530 Spread. O spread thou mighty word

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
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People Thanks be to God.

Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.

From the Calendar of Saints
July 26 Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mary’s legendary parents are Anne and Joachim, a childless elderly couple who dedicated their

daughter to the service of God in infancy. They do not appear in any biblical accounts of Mary’s
life.

July 27 William Reed Huntington Priesz, 1909

As unofficial “First Presbyter of the Church,” William Reed Huntington was a reconciling spirit
at General Convention during the schism which resulted in the formation of the Reformed
Episcopal Church. In addition to his passion for church unity, Huntington’s influence brought
about the 1892 revision of the Prayer Book.

July 28 Johann Sebastian Bach Composer, 1750

A man of deep Lutheran faith, Bach’s music was an expression of his religious convictions.
Among his many works are included musical interpretations of the Bible, which are his
“Passions.” The most famous of these is the Passion According to St. Matthew. He also wrote
music for eucharistic services. Bach’s music compositions continue to be widely used and to
profoundly influence the musical traditions of many Christian churches. Even beyond their
technical merits, they may be understood as deeply theological interpretations of the Christian
faith which have been translated into the language of music.

July 29 Commemoration of the Philadelphia 11, 7974

This commemoration celebrates The Philadelphia Eleven -- the first eleven women ordained to
the priesthood in The Episcopal Church on July 29, 1974 at the Church Advocate in
Philadelphia.

July 29 Mary and Martha of Bethany

With their brother Lazarus, Mary and Martha offered frequent hospitality to Jesus at their home
in Bethany. Although Mary is thought of as a symbol of the contemplative life and Martha of the
active, it was to Martha that Jesus revealed himself as the Messiah, just before he raised Lazarus
from the dead.

July 30 William Wilberforce, 1833
13



A member of Parliament and a committed Christian, William Wilberforce effectively combined
politics and religion. In addition to promoting overseas missions, he is best known for his
successful opposition to slavery, abolished in the British dominions one month after his death.

July 31 Ignatius of Loyola Priest, Monastic, and Founder of the Society of Jesus, 1556

The author of Spiritual Exercises , Ignatius’s teaching represents the best of the Counter-
Reformation. He emphasized to followers of his order Christ’s call, “Whoever wishes to come
with me must labor with me.”

August 1 Joseph of Arimathaea

While Jesus’ closest followers hid in fear of the authorities, Joseph dared to take possession of
Jesus’ body after the crucifixion and see to its proper burial, in Joseph’s own tomb.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

PO Box 2506
595 N. Mcllhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254) 968-6949
stlukesstephenville@gmail.com

www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from

ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy

The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche — Rector
The Rev. Mark Witte — Curate
The Rev. Leslie Guinn — Assisting

Staff
Lexi McLemore — Parish Administrator
Duncan McMahan — Organist
Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee — Altar Guild Directresses
The Rev. Mark Witte — ECM Missioner
Neely Carter — Vestry Secretary
Emma Gomez — Technology Minister

Vestry

Term Ending 2026 — Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross
Term Ending 2027 — Doug McLLemore & Allison Haynes
Term Ending 2028 — Gail Johnson & Dylan Dowell

God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.

15


mailto:stlukesstephenville@gmail.com
http://www.stlukesstephenville.org/

	A reading from the Book of Genesis. (Genesis 29:15-28) 
	The Word of the Lord. 
	Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Confitemini Domino (Read responsively by full verse) 
	A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. (Romans 8:26-39) 
	The Word of the Lord. 
	Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

