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10 Blind Dates by Ashley Elston

Sophie wants one thing for Christmas—a little freedom from her overprotective parents.
So when they decide to spend Christmas in South Louisiana with her very pregnant
older sister, Sophie is looking forward to some much needed private time with her
long-term boyfriend, Griffin. Except it turns out that Griffin wants a little freedom from
their relationship. Heartbroken, Sophie flees to her grandparents’ house, where the rest
of her boisterous extended family is gathered for the holiday. That's when her nonna
devises a (not so) brilliant plan: Over the next ten days, Sophie will be set up on ten
different blind dates by different family members. Like her sweet cousin Sara, who sets
her up with a hot guy at an exclusive underground party. Or her crazy aunt Patrice, who
signs Sophie up for a lead role in a living nativity. With a boy who barely reaches her
shoulder. And a screaming baby. When Giriffin turns up unexpectedly and begs for a
second chance, Sophie feels more confused than ever. Because maybe, just maybe,
she’s started to have feelings for someone else . . . Someone who is definitely not
available. This is going to be the worst Christmas break ever or is it?

Allies by Alan Gratz

June 6, 1944: The Nazis are terrorizing Europe, on their evil quest to conquer the world.
The only way to stop them? The biggest, most top-secret operation ever, with the Allied
nations coming together to storm German-occupied France.Welcome to D-Day.Dee, a
young U.S. soldier, is on a boat racing toward the French coast. And Dee -- along with
his brothers-in-arms -- is terrified. He feels the weight of World War Il on his
shoulders.But Dee is not alone. Behind enemy lines in France, a girl named Samira
works as a spy, trying to sabotage the German army. Meanwhile, paratrooper James
leaps from his plane to join a daring midnight raid. And in the thick of battle, Henry, a
medic, searches for lives to save.In a breathtaking race against time, they all must fight
to complete their high-stakes missions. But with betrayals and deadly risks at every
turn, can the Allies do what it takes to win?

Alone by Megan E. Freeman

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two
best friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town
that has been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. With no one to rely on, no
power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to survive
on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the books she
can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents



clever ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and forgotten. As months pass,
she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie’s most formidable
enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to
survive carry her through the most frightening experience of her life?

Black Brother, Black Brother

by Jewell Rhodes
Framed. Bullied. Disliked. But | know | can still be the best.

Sometimes, 12-year-old Donte wishes he were invisible. As one of the few black boys at Middlefield
Prep, most of the students don't look like him. They don't like him either. Dubbing him "Black
Brother", Donte's teachers and classmates make it clear they wish he were more like his
lighter-skinned brother, Trey.

When he's bullied and framed by the captain of the fencing team, "King" Alan, he's suspended from
school and arrested for something he didn't do.

Terrified, searching for a place where he belongs, Donte joins a local youth center and meets former
Olympic fencer Arden Jones. With Arden's help, he begins training as a competitive fencer, setting
his sights on taking down the fencing team captain, no matter what.

As Donte hones his fencing skills and grows closer to achieving his goal, he learns the fight for
justice is far from over. Now Donte must confront his bullies, racism, and the corrupt systems of
power that led to his arrest.

Powerful and emotionally gripping, Black Brother, Black Brother is a careful examination of the
school-to-prison pipeline and follows one boy's fight against racism and his empowering path to
finding his voice.

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes

When Wesley Boone writes a poem for his high school English class, some of his
classmates clamor to read their poems aloud too. Soon they're having weekly poetry
sessions and, one by one, the eighteen students are opening up and taking on the risky
challenge of self-revelation. There's Lupe Alvarin, desperate to have a baby so she will
feel loved. Raynard Patterson, hiding a secret behind his silence. Porscha Johnson,
needing an outlet for her anger after her mother OD's. Through the poetry they share
and narratives in which they reveal their most intimate thoughts about themselves and
one another, their words and lives show what lies beneath the skin, behind the eyes,
beyond the masquerade.



Counting Back from Nine by Valerie Sherrard

"There are rules for what I've done. Specific punishments for crimes against friendship."
Laren Olivier knows the rules, but her attraction to a friend's ex-boyfriend is strong. She
tells herself that if she and Scott can keep their new romance a secret, no one will get
hurt. But Laren is not the only one with something to hide. Thus, begins a year-long
journey through secrets, lies, exposures and betrayals. Somehow, Laren must find a
way to reconcile who she is with what she's done. And when tragedy strikes, she finds
herself struggling with a discovery so shocking it rocks the very foundation of her world.
A novel in free verse by award-winning author Valerie Sherrard.

The Crossover
by Kwame Alexander

Josh and JB are basketball legends at their school. They also happen to be identical
twins, but it's easy to tell them apart if you know how to look.

As the boys build up to one of the most important matches of their lives, tensions grow
between them and things at home and at school also add to the pressure. The only time
they feel truly themselves is on the court. But is basketball enough to help them
navigate the tricky transition to young adulthood when they have a maijor falling-out and
it seems that Dad is hiding something?

Darkroom by K.R. Alexander

In the latest chiller from million-copy-seller K.R. Alexander, author of THE COLLECTOR
and THE FEAR ZONE, an app that allows you to see ghosts can only lead you to
horrifying sights...

Do you think an app that allows you to see ghosts would be cool? Well, prepare to be
haunted... even when your phone is off.

Diary of a Witness by Catherine Ryan Hyde

One day, something’s going to snap. . . .Ernie doesn't have a lot of friends at school.
Just Will. They have stuff in common—Ilike fishing. But more important, they have
common enemies: the school jocks, who seem to find bullying just another sport.For the
most part, Ernie and Will take life at high school in stride. Until Will has one very bad
day. Now nothing is remotely funny. Ernie finds himself a withess—to loss, to



humiliation, and to Will's anger—an anger that’s building each and every moment. Ernie
doesn’t want to believe his best friend is changing, but he can’t deny the truth. Soon he
has a choice: join or die. Or can he find another way?

Donner Dinner Party by Nathan Hale

In the spring of 1846, a group of families left Illinois and began the long journey toward
a new life in California. To save time, they took an ill-advised shortcut—with disastrous
consequences. Their story would not take them to California but into history. Bad
weather, bad choices, and just plain bad luck forced the pioneers to spend a long, cold
winter in the mountains, slowly starving. What they did to stay alive and the lengths that
others went to in order to rescue them make this one of the most tragic and infamous
stories of the American frontier. Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales take young readers into
American history with graphic novels that bring the dangerous, bloody, exciting history
of America to life. From the Revolutionary War to the Civil War, World War | and World
War Il, the Donner Party, the Marquis de Lafayette, Harriet Tubman, the Alamo, and
more all come to life in a way that will excite young readers of history.

Fighting Words
by Kimberly Bradley

Ten-year-old Della has always had her older sister, Suki: When their mom went to prison, Della had
Suki. When their mom's boyfriend took them in, Della had Suki. When that same boyfriend did
something so awful they had to run fast, Della had Suki. Suki is Della's own wolf - her protector. But
who has been protecting Suki? Della might get told off for swearing at school, but she has always
known how to keep quiet where it counts. Then Suki tries to kill herself, and Della's world turns so far
upside down, it feels like it's shaking her by the ankles. Maybe she's been quiet about the wrong
things. Maybe it's time to be loud.

In this powerful novel that explodes the stigma around child sexual abuse and leavens an intense
tale with compassion and humor, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley tells a story about two sisters, linked by
love and trauma, who must find their own voices before they can find their way back to each other.

I Survived the Galveston Hurricane 1900 by Lauren Tarshis

More than a century later, the Galveston Hurricane of 1900 is still America's deadliest
disaster. Lauren Tarshis's story of one child surviving the horrible event churns with
page-turning action and bold hope.



The city of Galveston, Texas, was booming. Perched on an island off the southern coast
of Texas, Galveston had been founded in the 1830s. By 1900, it was Texas's richest and
most important city. Boats loaded up with American cotton and wheat steamed from
Galveston to countries around the world. Arriving ships were crowded with immigrants.
The streets, paved with crushed oyster shells, sparkled like they'd been sprinkled with
diamonds. True, this glittering city was prone to flooding. But just a few years before, a
weather forecaster had said the idea of a hurricane striking Galveston was absurd.

So when a storm started brewing on September 8, 1900, no one believed it would be
any worse than previous storms. They gathered on the beach to cheer on the wild
waves. But what started as entertainment soon turned into a nightmare as those wild
waves crashed into the city. By morning, hundreds of homes were destroyed. Eight
thousand people were dead. The city had all but disappeared,

In this thrilling installment of Lauren Tarshis's New York Times bestselling | Survived
series, one child finds safety only to head back into the treacherous waters to make
sure his neighbors are safe.

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds

A cannon. A strap. A piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer.
A tool for RULE...

Or, you can call it a gun. That’'s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back
waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the
rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will's now heading, with that gun
shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets
on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? As the
elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave
Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even
loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who
could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever
actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? Just as
Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets
on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she
knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the
playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she
wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved
in the back waistband of his jeans, MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down,
as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother



gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story
that might never know an END...if WILL gets off that elevator.

Nyxia by Scott Reintgen

What would you be willing to risk for a lifetime of fortune? Emmett Atwater isn’t just
leaving Detroit; he’s leaving Earth. Why the Babel Corporation recruited him is a
mystery, but the number of zeroes on their contract has him boarding their lightship and
hoping to return to Earth with enough money to take care of his family. Forever. Before
long, Emmett discovers that he is one of ten recruits, all of whom have troubled pasts
and are a long way from home. Now each recruit must earn the right to travel down to
the planet of Eden—a planet that Babel has kept hidden—where they will mine a
substance called Nyxia that has quietly become the most valuable material in the
universe. But Babel’s ship is full of secrets. And Emmett will face the ultimate choice:
win the fortune at any cost, or find a way to fight that won’t forever compromise what it
means to be human.

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary D. Schmidt

In this riveting novel, two boys discover the true meaning of family and the sacrifices it
requires.

Two-time Newbery Honor winner Gary D. Schmidt delivers the shattering story of
Joseph, a father at thirteen, who has never seen his daughter, Jupiter. After spending
time in a juvenile facility, he’s placed with a foster family on a farm in rural Maine. Here
Joseph, damaged and withdrawn, meets twelve-year-old Jack, who narrates the
account of the troubled, passionate teen who wants to find his baby at any cost. When
Jack meets his new foster brother, he knows three things about him: Joseph almost
killed a teacher. He was incarcerated at a place called Stone Mountain. He has a
daughter. Her name is Jupiter. And he has never seen her. What Jack doesn't know, at
first, is how desperate Joseph is to find his baby girl. Or how urgently he, Jack, will want
to help. But the past can't be shaken off. Even as new bonds form, old wounds reopen.
The search for Jupiter demands more from Jack than he can imagine.

Run, Hide, Fight Back by April Henry



Six teens must band together to survive after a shooting breaks out in this high-stakes
thriller by New York Times best-selling author April Henry. When a deadly shooting
breaks out in a Portland shopping mall, a diverse group of teens ends up trapped
behind a store's security shutter. To her own surprise, 17-year-old Miranda finds the
others looking to her as their leader. But she's hiding a big secret - and she's not the
only one. The group has only three choices: Run, hide, or fight back. The wrong
decision will have fatal consequences.

Screenshot by Donna Cooner

Skye's social media game is always on point. Until her best friend, Asha, films an
embarrassing video of Skye at a sleepover and posts it online. But Asha quickly deletes
the post, so everything's okay. Right?Then Skye gets an anonymous message.
Someone has texted her a screenshot from the video. This person threatens to share
the shocking photo online . . . unless Skye does whatever they say. Skye's perfect
image -- and privacy -- are suddenly in jeopardy. What will Skye do to keep the
screenshot under wraps? And who is trying to ruin her life?

Scar Island
by Dan Gemeinhart

Jonathan Grisby is the newest arrival at the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys -- an
ancient, crumbling fortress of gray stone rising up from the ocean. It is dark, damp, and dismal. And
it is just the place Jonathan figures he deserves, because Jonathan has done something terrible.
And he's willing to accept whatever punishment he has coming. Just as he's getting used to his new
situation, however, a freak accident leaves the troubled boys of Slabhenge without any adult
supervision. Suddenly the kids are free, with an entire island to themselves. But freedom brings
unexpected danger. And if Jonathan can't come to terms with the sins of his past and lead his new
friends to safety... then every boy on the island is doomed. Dan Gemeinhart's most gripping novel
yet, this is a tale of outcasts at odds and in peril, and a redemption story that shines a light on dark
truths to reveal that the strongest prisons of all are the ones we build for ourselves.

Sleeping in My Jeans by Connie King Leonard

Sixteen-year-old Mattie Rollins has it all figured out. She'll ace her advanced high
school courses, earn a college scholarship, and create a new life for herself and her
family. There's no time for distractions—no friends, no fun, and especially no boys. But
Mattie's brilliant plan crumbles after first becoming homeless, forcing her family to live in
the confines of their beat-up station wagon, Ruby, and then the mysterious



disappearance of her mother. With life against her at every turn and fewer options every
day, Mattie and her kid sister must learn how to live—not just survive—in their uncertain
circumstances while racing to discover the truth behind their mother’s disappearance.
Mattie will have to find the strength to keep searching for her mother and to keep her
dreams alive before they both slip away forever.

Tell by Norah McClintock

When his step-father Phil is shot dead in an apparent robbery, David becomes the
prime suspect. Where was David that night, and what does he know about Phil?

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes

Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a scholarship, and
get out. But her fortunes change in an instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies
and leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea why -- or
even who Tobias Hawthorne is. To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into
sprawling, secret passage-filled Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old
man's touch -- and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Unfortunately for Avery,
Hawthorne House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just
dispossessed. This includes the four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic,
brilliant boys who grew up with every expectation that one day, they would inherit
billions. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced that Avery must be a
conwoman, and he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson, views her as
their grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught in a world
of wealth and privilege with danger around every turn, Avery will have to play the game
herself just to survive.

The Snowball Effect by Deb Loughead

Dylan and his friends snowball cars for entertainment on the weekend. When they don't
get enough reaction from passing cars, they put rocks in the middle of their snowballs.
Their first attack with the loaded snowballs causes a car crash. His friends flee, but
Dylan goes to the scene of the accident to make sure the driver is okay. He runs off
when he knows help is on the way. Dylan is sighted, and rather than being punished, he
is lauded as a hero. As his lies pile up, so does the hype about his heroics, and along
with it, Dylan's guilt.



The Summer | Turned Pretty by Jenny Han

Belly has an unforgettable summer in this stunning start to the Summer | Turned Pretty
series from the New York Times bestselling author of To All the Boys I've Loved Before
(now a major motion picture!), Jenny Han. Some summers are just destined to be pretty.
Belly measures her life in summers. Everything good, everything magical happens
between the months of June and August. Winters are simply a time to count the weeks
until the next summer, a place away from the beach house, away from Susannah, and
most importantly, away from Jeremiah and Conrad. They are the boys that Belly has
known since her very first summer—they have been her brother figures, her crushes,
and everything in between. But one summer, one wonderful and terrible summer, the
more everything changes, the more it all ends up just the way it should have been all
along.

Vortex by Vanessa Acton

Blair and her brothers are driving home from a disastrous road trip when their day
suddenly gets a whole lot worse. After facing down a tornado, their car is barely
functioning, and the same can be said for Blair's older brother. Blair must take charge
and get her family out of danger, but the storm isn't letting up. Will Blair be able to get
her injured and scared brothers to safety . . . before the next twister hits?

Wild River
by Rodman Philbrick

Daniel Redmayne is fast asleep on the first night of a white water rafting trip when he's awoken by
screams. The dam has failed. The river is surging, and their camp will be under water in a matter of
moments.

As the shrieking roar of the river rushes closer, the kids scramble to higher ground. They make it;
their counselors do not.

Now they're on their own, with barely any food or supplies, in the middle of the Montana wilderness.
Do Daniel and his four classmates have what it takes to stay alive until they can get rescued? Alone
in the wild, they forge powerful bonds - but develop dangerous disagreements. If nature doesn't
break them, they might just destroy each other.






