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Characters
Mediator Michael Smith
Dr. Robert Swaim - Age 56, Nuclear Researcher
Mrs. Elise Cohen - Age 35, Degree in Environmental Sciences

Stage
Two Podiums with speakers behind them. There is a nuclear energy plant pictured on the white screen in
the background. There is an audience watching.

Script
Smith
[In a well-informed, formal voice] Billions of tons of Carbon Dioxide enter the atmosphere annually due

to humanity’s actions. The majority of the science community agrees that Carbon Dioxide in excess acts
as a pollutant that raises the average temperature and alters climates across the world. Many scientists
recommend a switch from fossil fuel based energy sources to clean, renewable energy. The most prevalent
renewable energy source today is nuclear energy, but should we continue the proliferation of nuclear
energy?

[In a warm voice mixed with applause] To help us answer this question is a nuclear researcher
with a PHD in Nuclear Physics: Dr. Robert Swaim. We also have Mrs. Elise Cohen, who has a degree in
Environmental Sciences. [Applause dies down] Why don’t both of you tell us what your position is on the
issue?

Swaim

Thank you, Michael; I believe that the future will revolve around Nuclear energy!

Cohen

And I believe that other renewable energies should take precedent over nuclear.

Smith

One of the pressing issues involved with fossil fuels is the effects they put on the environment. Why is
nuclear energy different?

Swaim



Smith
Eh-hem. Excuse me for a change of subject, but many in the audience have seen or heard about the
nuclear disasters at Chernobyl, Three Mile Island, and Fukushima. What do these disasters mean for the

future of nuclear energy?



Smith

Sorry to cut you two short, it looked like you were preparing to say something, Mrs. Cohen, but many in



Smith

Sorry to interrupt, but it is about time we moved on to our finishing remarks.



And I still believe that nuclear energy is a danger to society, and should not be used.

Smith

Thank you both for the knowledge you brought. I hope the audience has learned enough to be able to take

a side on whether nuclear energy should be used.



