Protect Our Care WV Hosts ACA Anniversary
Discussion, Impacts on WV

On the 15th Anniversary of the ACA, Republicans Seek to Hike Premiums and Take Away
Health Care from Staters
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Watch the full event here

(CHARLESTON, WV) — Protect Our Care WV hosted a discussion today to highlight how the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) has dramatically shifted West Virginia’s healthcare landscape, and
the ongoing threats to American health care as the Affordable Care ACA turns 15 years old. For
over a decade, millions of Americans have been able to get quality and affordable health care
through the ACA, and more West Virginians than ever are covered.

“As a lifelong West Virginian and the executive director of West Virginians for Affordable Health
Care, | want to set the record straight: the Affordable Care Act, its Enhanced Premium Tax
Credits, Medicaid, and Medicaid expansion are not “wasteful,” they are critical,” said Ellen Allen.
“Maintaining access to affordable health insurance is crucial. We can never return to the days
when West Virginians were denied health insurance coverage because they exceeded a lifetime
limit or were denied coverage because they had a preexisting condition.”

But Republicans remain hard at work trying to rip away access to quality, affordable health
coverage. They’re pushing to take away tax credits from working families that are helping West
Virginians save thousands of dollars on their health care and to cut Medicaid funding by at least
$880 billion to give tax breaks to the ultra-wealthy and big corporations.

West Virginia Rural Health Association executive director, Rich Sutphin, says the ACA and
Medicaid expansion has prevented rural hospital closures throughout the Mountain State.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/116ANnKy-VgBCctSwfzUF_Dn2Ai-KqphR/view?usp=drive_link
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC0ww9hmvx7D26xSIEGVQM6Jgn0pdqDT70ORLPU-2Br-2BYWQ-2BzPSA-2B8WM2kvXiVk3smEY4hf398mlM6izK-2FDw4qOZ-2Fw-3D8k41_mVJXQLdqFV3G9MCOaLkNNwU0r3JUHxnBNp5yis5HJLOhRsI-2BUp4xF2nebUlmFrtAEIkQf9sCw26ZBijIZe-2FEUSHqo-2F3rVCFpSiARMTr82pB5vYujj-2B4YSaQvujLv0WjlCEQ2d4YsCU5FAAXal9H-2BOvhf25SfknnwGxZahSRzjFGZhFbnD3YKCDUDkffvg-2FPNLMoaDCsqcDwkfrLbsO8NJZ-2BWWvuQx27unu-2B70TJdlAtoOxr0DGRccfQVdxbOw28rnUVoQPvpu0K02tFT4NfY9lBFJMscmgnLsDGEFI0uLcuaND6YEmZcK4isHnq71mlRNnS-2BVQF69Og1p9rDnQVvVA-3D-3D

“Fifteen percent of West Virginia’s hospitals are at immediate risk of closure, so if the ACA,
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits and Medicaid expansion go away, those hospitals will likely
close. Then, all other hospitals in the state will have to evaluate whether they can afford to
continue offering high quality care and expanded services.”

“Without the ACA and Medicaid expansion, over 166,000 West Virginians will lose their health
insurance and not be able to afford coverage in the private Market,” said Laura Jones, executive
director at the Milan Puskar Health Right and West Virginians for Affordable Health Care Board
President. “As a director of one of West Virginia’s free clinics, I've seen first hand how the ACA
and Medicaid expansion have re-shaped West Virginia’'s health care landscape.”

At the same time, Donald Trump has been making it harder for families to enroll in affordable
health care coverage. He shortened open enroliment, required more paperwork from people
trying to enroll, raised premiums and out-of-pocket costs, and slashed funding for enrollment
assistance by 90%. Republicans are also trying to roll back protections for pre-existing
conditions and ban Medicare from negotiating for lower drug prices. The bottom line is that West
Virginia families can’t afford GOP price hikes.

“If Republicans in Congress get their way, West Virginians will see their bills skyrocket and may
have to forgo coverage altogether and lose routine, preventative health care,” said Lynette
Maselli, state director of Protect Our Care WV. “An estimated 64,000 West Virginians will see
their premiums increase by at least $1400, and if Republicans gut Medicaid funding, over
500,000 West Virginians’ health care will be at risk.”

Speakers called on their members of Congress to push back against Republican attacks and
protect West Virginians’ access to affordable, high quality care.

“This is a non-partisan issue,” said Rhonda Rogombe, health policy analyst at West Virginia
Center on Budget & Policy. “We have a role to play in fighting back against these draconian
cuts. Contacting our lawmakers is critical during these discussions. Never shut up about the
things you’re angry about, and these proposed cuts are so unjust. No one stands to gain
anything from people dying from losing the few resources they have.”

You can watch the full event here, and learn more about Republican efforts to raise health care
costs here and GOP attacks on Medicaid here.
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https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2025/03/11/trump-admin-takes-aim-at-obamacare-00223022
https://drive.google.com/file/d/116ANnKy-VgBCctSwfzUF_Dn2Ai-KqphR/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/250108-ePTCs-Packet.pdf
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/MAGA_War_On_Medicaid.pdf

