
SSTS Advisory Committee Notes 
June 14th, 2018 

 
 

Attendee’s: Jim Larson, Cindy Tiemann, Sara Heger, Pete Otterness, Aaron Jensen, Nick Haig, Craig 
Gilbertson, Mark Latterell, Eric VanDyken, Cody Robinson, Jeff Iverson, Sadie Wunder, Chris LeClair, and 
Jeff Grugel 

 
8:30 AM - coffee, treats and conversation in St. Paul in room 116 
8:55 AM - call into conference call - Call in number 888-742-5095, Conference Code 2746431637#  
  
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM MPCA Agenda Items 
​ Chris LeClair mentioned that he has now moved to Ottertail County, so some reorganizing may ​
be needed for the members of the committee.  Aaron Jensen said he would look into it.   
  
1.​ SSTS FY19 grants and application – Aaron Jensen 

Aaron Jensen talked about the county grant process that is currently underway.  The application is 
on our website and was made available in the bulletin.  It was emailed to all counties in May and 
the deadline is June 20th 2018.  There is currently two grant areas.  We removed the incentive 
grant due to funding issues.  The two areas are the normal base grant that each county will 
receive and the second grant is the low income fix up grant.  Currently there are 34 applications 
received.  He will send out a reminder email to counties today or tomorrow to remind them of 
the expiration date.    
 

2.​ Rule Change update – Aaron Jensen 
Aaron Jensen provided a short update on the rules.  The SONAR and the rule language is still 
being crafted.  It is almost complete and the next public comment period should open in the next 
few weeks.  At that time, the draft rule language will be released for the public and the advisory 
committee to comment.  Stay tuned for the next comment period.  If you would like to be notified 
of anything that happens with the rule change, please sign up for Gov delivery of the SSTS rules 
on the MPCA website.  Please contact Brandon Montgomery if you have specific questions.   
 

3.​ LGU Assessments- Updated Form – Cody Robinson 
Cody Robinson let the group know where the updated form is located.  He went over the changes 
made to the LGU assessment form.  The purpose and instructions were updated to make the form 
clearer.  The form is broke down into four categories.  Pete Otterness asked what is the priority for 
these and how many will be done per year.  Aaron Jensen said the goal is to work on the LGU’s 
that did not submit the annual report or do not have an updated ordinance.  The goal for each 
staff is to do 5 per year per compliance staff.  There may be some others that request an 
assessment or others that have specific issues that need to be address, but for the most part it 
will be focused on the no annual report and no ordinance areas. 
   

4.​ Homeowner Training – Sara Heger 
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Sara Heger added the topic of the U of M homeowner classes.  Six classes have been offered 
already in Martin, Beltrami, Douglas, Lake, and Cook County (2).   The next one is planned for 
Kandiyohi County tonight.  They currently have a full schedule for this year, but the plan is to do 
more next year.  There is also a factsheet that was developed for these classes (attached).  Craig 
Gilbertson said that Sara Heger received grant funds to host these classes. 
 

5.​ Tank Registration Update – Aaron Jensen 
Aaron Jensen provided a short overview of the issue that started the tank registration changes.  
Currently the new forms and process has been developed and is being finalized.  When the forms 
are finished they will be posted on the MPCA website and a letter will be sent to all 
manufacturers.  The letter will also be posted online.  Those manufacturers that want to combine 
identical registered tanks into one multi use tank will be allowed to do that.  Those that do not 
wish to make changes can ignore the change and continue to operate as usual.  The goal would 
be to work for the rest of this year to update the list and hopefully all the changes will be 
incorporated for next year’s construction season.    
 

6.​ Tank Fee Enforcement Update – Gene Soderbeck 
Sadie Wunder went over the tank fee process.  They sent out 12 order of sanctions for not 
submitting the form.  An email was sent out to counties to let them know which installers had 
their licenses were removed.  Seven of 12 businesses have not responded to the order of 
sanctions.  Sadie Wunder said that we have audits coming up on discrepancies between the 
numbers reported by the LGU versus numbers reported by the installer.  There are currently 112 
discrepancies with the installers versus the county reporting.  We will be looking at those to 
identify why the reporting discrepancies happened. Pete Otterness said that a year or two ago 
the thought would be that if the discrepancy was one or two tanks the discrepancy probably 
would not be followed up on.  Sadie Wunder said that would probably be the outcome. This year 
the MPCA is going to do a cost benefit analysis of chasing the smaller discrepancies.  Mark 
Latterell asked if the discrepancies were localized in specific areas.  Sadie Wunder said that they 
have not analyzed the data yet to determine that information.   
 

7.​ Design Short Course – Nick Haig 
This summer will provide the second offering of the design short course, which is intended for 
individuals that were not successful on the exam after taking the entire design certification 
workshop. The course qualifies individuals to retake the exam, but is not accredited as 
certification training. The class will be held in Alexandria this year on August 14th and 15th. 
Participants receive a workbook to complete prior to the training. The first day of the workshop is 
working through this workbook together. Participants then receive an additional workbook to 
page through that evening, and the group solves those problems on the morning of day 2. The 
exam is offered in the afternoon of Day 2. Sara Heger added some information about the 
challenges of the design course.  There was much discussion on the design course in general and 
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why there has been some struggles.  Nick Haig also talked about the MACPZA meeting where the 
Agency presented at in regards to the certification and training, LGU assessment, and the 
proposed new rules.  Mark Latterell did not know about the design course issue and didn’t know 
that the correspondence was happening and that there was a meeting.  Nick Haig said the 
message delivered at the meeting was to work together to make the certification and training 
better.  Eric VanDyken mentioned that he heard overall the reception of the meeting was good.  
He said that the thing he hears most often is the wording of the questions.  The second is the 
inability to identify what they got wrong on the test and what is the right answer. Being able to 
identify what they got wrong would be very beneficial for test takers.  Nick Haig said they have 
and are working on the those two issues.  The new test for the design short course will have some 
of those wording issues addressed.  The test also has been shortened.  With regard to the 
answers to the questions, the test question pool is too small to allow the release of the questions.  
They are working to improve the exam analysis document and deliver customized tutoring to help 
individuals more easily identify where they struggle.  Chris LeClair asked when the exam analysis 
was updated.  Nick Haig said that it was updated in early 2018. Eric VanDyken talked about some 
ways to maybe improve the review process.  Allowing the tester to come in and review the 
questions in a controlled manner.  He said that it would be unlikely that many would take 
advantage of that process of coming to St. Paul to do that review.  Nick Haig stated that they are 
allowed to do a test review at any of the regional offices.  He also discussed how identifying the 
question and the answer was not a good way to help people learn the design information.  Pete 
Otterness asked if this same process is happening for the soils exam. Nick stated that the Sites 
and Soils exam will go through an identical process.  
    

8.​ Around the state meetings - Aaron Jensen 
Aaron Jensen talked about the Talking Tour summary that was sent out to LGU’s.  The MPCA is 
working to identify the issues heard at the meetings, identify what we can work on and what the 
next steps are for these issues.  We have had several meeting and are actively working on some of 
the issues already.  This year the MPCA plans to send an update to the LGU’s informing them 
what things the MPCA is working on and a status of the issues that were identified at the talking 
tour meetings.  He projected October is when that update would happen.   

 
10:30 - 11:00 Member Items 
 
Sara Heger asked if there are any other topics that folks would like to discuss. 
 
Sara Heger mentioned the MOWA/NOWRA national conference that is coming up this year in October.  
She talked about the three tours that will happen during the conference.  Craig Gilbertson added that 
this is the first time that NOWRA has come to Minnesota, so this maybe the only opportunity for folks 
to network with others from different parts of the country.   
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Next meeting - September 13.  The meeting will be a conference call meeting as well, unless someone 
objects.  No one objected.  Meeting adjourned at 10:15am.   
 
 
 
 

 
Committee Website:  http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/ 

 
 

http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/


SSTS Advisory Committee Notes 
June 14th, 2018 

 
 

 

 
Committee Website:  http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/ 

 
 

http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/


SSTS Advisory Committee Notes 
June 14th, 2018 

 
 

 

 
Committee Website:  http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/ 

 
 

http://septic.umn.edu/ssts-professionals/ssts-advisory-committee/

