Gethsemane Lutheran Church
Tom Steffen
November 7, 2021
24th Sunday of Pentecost
All Saints Sunday

Welcome to worship today. Our prayer is that we may meet our holy God
in song, word, activity and prayer.

Introduction

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those
scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He
commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major
donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity.
She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah,
does something of great importance.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
[Congregation’s responses are printed in BOLD type.]

PRELUDE
GATHERED

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose teaching is life, whose
presence is sure, and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and
see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin,
gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your
love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in +
Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.



HYMN 436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY



Let us pray. O God,

you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in
mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your
promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FED
FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:8-16

The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, “Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow
there to feed you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to
the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her
and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” As she
was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread
in your hand.” But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now
gathering a couple of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it for myself
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not be
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied
and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the
earth.” She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her
household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did
the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 146 (read responsively)

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
| will praise the LORD as long as | live; | will sing praises to my God all
my life long.

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day



their plans perish.

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD their God,

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who
keeps faith forever;

who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The
LORD sets the prisoners free;

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who
are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.

The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the
widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!

SECOND READING Hebrews 9:24-28
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy
of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again,
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not
his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end
of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is
appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44
The holy Gospel according to Mark, the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say
long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow
came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he
called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN 725 When the Poor Ones
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APOSTLES' CREED
Together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles' Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends, Hear us, O God.
Our response, Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have inspired,
challenged, loved, and taught us:
Gary Evans
Mike Hoover
Shirley Herzberg
Terry McKown
Jim Massey
Bob Rhodes
Sharon Rhodes
(Members of the congregation may name family and friends at this time)

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.



And also with you.
You may share the peace of Christ with one another

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy.....
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be your name, who sin against us.
your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.

on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,

Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,

Forgive us our sins now and forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION is open to all. Small cups of wine (dark) or juice (light)
as well as common cup are offered at the communion rail. Return your
empty small cups in the baskets near the side aisles. If needed, we will
gladly bring communion to you.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
Assisting Minister will be communed first so that those on Zoom can partake
in the communion before the congregation:

The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into
a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENT
BENEDICTION
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, = one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN 422 For all the Saints vs.1,3,5,6,7
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

Gathered by the Spirit

Fed by Jesus

Sent to live God’s Love

POSTLUDE
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Texts for November 14, 2021: Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-25;
Mark 13:1-8
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The attendance at last week services was 22 in Church and 4 on Zoom.

Calendar for the Week

Monday, November 8 — Worship and Music Committee in person at
7:00pm

Tuesday, November 9 — Church Council at 7:00pm in person and via
Zoom.

Wednesday, November 10 — Bible Study at 7:00pm via Zoom. Dennis
Frick will send out the invite.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, November 27 — Book of the Month 10:00am in person.
December 5-9 - LCFS Christmas Store at Gethsemane.




