
Gentlemen of this fine establishment,  
 
For the first time in my life, I emailed a tournament director telling him what an incredible event 
he put on. This tournament was so well run... everyone should try to either play in it (there are 
multiple divisions... +110 and +90 total age) or come down for the quarterfinals Saturday night 
(Mike Deamer did and he had a blast.) It truly is a special event.  
 
Now onto the nonsense you all expect out of me... 
 
TOURNAMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

●​ MJ burned 5,219 calories playing paddle Saturday 
●​ Brock burned 3,064 calories while watching MJ play paddle 
●​ Brock avoided cigs the entire day... allegedly 
●​ Vuk is still amazing (took 17th) 
●​ Don't underestimate the power of advil 
●​ Charlie/Drew escaped the Menedez brothers... at least for now 
●​ Compression boots should be on your Christmas List 

BROCK/MJ RECAP 

●​ RD1: Vuk/Doakes escape past Brock/MJ 6-2, 6-0 
○​ I'm told Brock/MJ did all the little things right here... got there early, got a solid 

warm up, came in with a gameplan, played one of their opponents 2 days prior, 
and got up to an early 2-1 lead. Just failed to finished the last 11 games well. But 
rest assured, it wayyyy closer than it seemed... plenty of deuces. 

●​ RD2: Brock/MJ wrecked Hammond/Marker 6-1, 6-4 
○​ The boys took care of business, saving their energy for future rounds............. 

●​ RD3: Brock/MJ sneak past Heitmann/Acree 6-7 (9), 7-6 (4). 10-8 
○​ I had the pleasure of watching this barn burner and our boys didn't disappoint. 

Pretty Boy Acree was super should and had some tough overheads. Gereon 
'John Mayer' Heitmann was a pro's pro... just making all the right decisions. But it 
wasn't enough against Brock and one of our Big Dogs. 

●​ RD4: Faig/Rosenburg dismantle Brock/MJ 6-2, 6-0 
○​ In a post match interview, I asked for a few words from our boys and here's what 

I got from the legend David Brock "MJ ran out of steam and I didn't have any 
[steam] to begin with." All three of us unanimously agreed that unfortunately, that 
was indeed not a winning recipe. They'll go back to the drawing board and look 
to find new recipes for the MKE Open on Nov 16. 

●​ Post tourney, the boys found their way to Glen View to....... watch the quarter's, Brock 
made sure to get a shower in stating there was a steam room but he 'allegedly couldn't 
find it', ate plenty of incredible food, Brock found where the beers were and got his 
money's worth, sober MJ had his fair share of coke's and they marketed the heck out of 
the Brew City Open.... by the end of it, MJ was pledging a blank check to Brock with the 
caveat of 'just don't tell my wife.' 



LIED/EMHARDT RECAP 

●​ RD1: Beneitz/Castro ruin Lied/Emhardt 6-3, 7-6 (6) 
○​ After going down 5-0 in the first 5 minutes of the match, somehow we found 

ourselves winning 8 of the next 11 games, putting ourselves up 5-2, 40-love in 
the second. What'd we do next? Started feeling wayyyyyy too good and 
proceeded to absolutely shit the bed. Surprising? No. Disappointing? Yes. 

●​ RD2: Lied/Emhardt lock up Rowland Brothers 4-6, 6-4, 10-3. 
○​ After the first match, I get off the court and find that I can barely walk... again, not 

a winning recipe. But I decided to go out and take on the Menedez Rowland 
Brothers anyways. Charlie carried us to victory as I mostly just stood there with 
my thumb up my butt and watched (Brock style). In the breaker, there was a 
conversational baseline no call from the brothers (one almost put his finger up 
but didn't follow through) at 2-3 where we ended up winning the point and then 
winning the next 7 points there after. Post match, dude took the ball and sent it to 
the moon. I was scared he was about to go full Menedez on us. Spoiler alert, 
they didn't... at least not yet. All jokes aside, they were some of the nicest guys. 
Also they didn't have the greatest racquet skills but were deadly paddle players. 

●​ RD3: Lied/Emhardt crystallized [H]eisnburg/Fish 6-3, 6-3 
○​ Could have been more of a dismantling but we were 'working on our game.' 

Super nice guys. Blast to play against. 
●​ RD4: Lied/Emhardt outshine Hill/Pierce 6-3, 6-3 

○​ In undoubtedly the sunniest match I've ever played in, Charlie and I found a way, 
sunglass-less, to take care of these gents. It took a little bit of time but we finally 
realized, 'maybe we should play more balls to the sunny side...' that indeed was a 
winning recipe. 

●​ RD5: Lied/Emhardt trample Faig/Rosenburg in a walkover 
○​ We're unsure of the status of these guys but it could be quite possible that 

MJ/Brock ended these guys career 
●​ RD6: Lied/Emhardt upset #66Puig/#73Tanaka 1-6, 6-2, 10-7 

○​ By far our best win of the day... Puig is like a mini Vuk... aka my kryptonite and 
Tanaka looked like he was straight out of mortal combat and hit the absolute piss 
out of the ball. After the second set turn around, our opponents said they needed 
to grab a drink and they'd be back.... and back they came with beers. That was 
definitely not a winning recipe but obviously we upset them... in more ways than 
one. 

●​ Playing with Charlie an absolute blast and I'm super grateful for Vuk setting us up. We 
ended up taking #33 in the tournament, winning the backdraw, taking home $100 each 
with an entry fee $140 each, while improving our game. I still haven't gotten my money 
yet but I'm not holding my breath.... I was told we were going to be ACH'd - LOLSSS 

WHAT I LEARNED 

●​ GIVE YOUR OPPONENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MISS meaning it's important to let 
some deep (or wide) lobs/drives go for a few reasons: 



○​ They'll actually go out some of the time... SHOCKER 
○​ You're letting your opponents know that you have a feel for out balls and not just 

going to play everything 
○​ Being at the baseline isn't a substantial disadvantage... sometimes it can even be 

an advantage 
●​ KNOW WHERE YOUR ADVANTAGE LIES meaning what interactions are more 

favorable for you guys vs your opponent. Recognize that something is advantage even if 
you only win 51% of the time doing it. If you win some interaction at 55%, that is a 
MASSIVE ADVANTAGE, and you need to exploit that as much as possible. Examples: 

○​ Volley, volley interactions 
○​ Transitioning from baseline to net 
○​ Ripping returns 
○​ Being more patient than them 
○​ Rollers to the corner 

●​ ADVIL ACTUALLY WORKS? can't say I've ever used Advil and it actually worked in my 
tennis career... maybe the injuries were too bad??? but I took some Advil after my 
second match and my foot didn't hurt the rest of the day... nor does it now... incredible 

●​ GET YOURSELF SOME COMPRESSION BOOTS $360 this is not a sponsored ad but I 
feel incredible the day after the tournament and we played 5 matches. Probably 8 hours 
of paddle. I'm going on record saying these boots were the reason. 

As a parting, I'll leave with you with one quote to ponder....  
 
"Never let facts ruin a story." 
 
See you all soon, 
Drew 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/FIT-KING-Compression-Circulation-Performance/dp/B0B62V291P?crid=1DUP67Y9L52RE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.b7zITkXsJXQMfag1Qax7z_R5kh13evYGdOqzK3fCe79Q_0Y-btHYTIPGh1gs49mzjlzp14B3N-GatSkHwe9HbEqY314xODRzpWv2KnzjhzT51_LVE7RqHGH91_2gcf7LfD4S06vLRn-oBrfMfSH90dx4fZisZfCi4Y5ax4FCiMiHOQP71ESz_2PkSiS88wojr_VT78pZn8efLauedRrr4uz6oaL2ybTwc1ElhPA5exl0YKQpomxAq1WoPOgNTbnVZNza8auVrfhnTU90T7yuHIyPq2rEgUT23N_2dIhzgXQ.I4CJQEm6AfugjvS5VE_NWOmTme8QWuqAyFeiKMdWqto&dib_tag=se&keywords=compression%2Bboots&qid=1730682767&sprefix=compression%2Bboot%2Caps%2C525&sr=8-6&th=1

