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Chapter 1 

THE PROBLEM 

Introduction 

This paper is designed to help you understand the formatting and 

organization of an APA style research report. Each section of the report is 

described in its appropriate location within the report. 

The Introduction is the first paragraph of the main text of the report. The 

Introduction's objectives are to (a) describe the study's purpose, (b) situate the 

study in relation to earlier research on the subject, and (c) support your 

hypotheses (Smith, 2006). The reader should understand the purpose of the study 

and the hypotheses you are advancing with each paragraph of the 

Introduction. 

The general subject of the study should be introduced in the first 

paragraph of the introduction. Don't start out too broadly (like by talking about 

psychology as a whole), but don't start out either too specifically either (e.g., by 

stating the hypothesis). Any terms you use that are particular to the field of study 

should be defined. Give a brief description of your operational definitions. 

​ ​ In subsequent paragraphs, you should be building a case for your 

study.  

 Explain what has been found in previous research on this topic,  
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          Describe what gap exists in this literature, and explain how your study will fill 

the gap (i.e., provide a unique study that will contribute new knowledge in the 

area).  

 

 

Statement of the Problem 

In general, this study aims to investigate the relationship among identity 

orientation, meaning in life, and academic performance.  It specifically seeks to 

respond to the following questions: 

Described your problem statement and hypotheses.   The problem that 

your thesis will address should always be defined before you write a problem 

statement. 

You need it for two main reasons: 

●​ Your primary research question is a stepping stone from the problem 

statement. You cannot create the question you will explore if there isn't a 

problem to solve. 

•​ The problem statement gives you focus and makes you hone in on 

something very particular. 

Once you have done some research and defined your research problem, 

you should have an idea of what specifically within the larger problem you want 

to address. The next step is to turn this into a problem statement that expresses 



3 
 

the issue you will work to address and demonstrates the applicability of your 

research. The problem statement need not be one sentence in length. It could 

also be explained in one brief paragraph. 

​ A good problem statement is based on a thoughtful problem 

definition and clearly indicates: 

1.​ Where the problem is occurring; and 

2.​ What the problem is. 

The statement must also: 

●​ Focus on one problem; 

●​ Be written explicitly; and 

●​ Be relevant 

​ An objective is also necessary. In addition to identifying your problem, you 

also need to set an objective that will guide your research and justify why it 

needs to be undertaken. 

 
Theoretical/Conceptual Framework       
 

Your theoretical framework draws support from time-tested theories that 

embody the findings of many researchers on why and how a particular 

phenomenon occurs.  When your theoretical framework is established, begin to 

construct your conceptual framework. A conceptual framework represents the 

researcher’s synthesis of literature on how to explain a phenomenon. It maps out 

https://www.scribbr.com/thesis-writing-roadmap/define-research-problem-thesis/
https://www.scribbr.com/thesis-writing-roadmap/define-research-problem-thesis/
https://www.scribbr.com/thesis-writing-roadmap/relevance-thesis-topic/
https://www.scribbr.com/thesis-writing-roadmap/set-objective-thesis/
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the actions required in the course of the study given his previous knowledge of 

other researchers’ point of view and his observations on the subject of research. 

          The theoretical framework provides a general representation of 

relationships between things in a given phenomenon. On the other hand, the 

conceptual framework embodies the precise course that the research will need 

to take. Statistically speaking, the conceptual framework describes the 

relationship between specific variables identified in the study. It also outlines the 

input, process and output of the whole investigation. 

Significance of the Study​ 
 
             At this point you should show the significance of your study.  Essentially, 

the section on significance of the study provides information to the reader on 

how the study will contribute. It must be specifically stated, however, what the 

study will contribute and who will benefit from it. You can figure out several 

important contributions of your research paper if you let your mind flow. The 

following tips may be helpful in writing the significance of the study: 1) Refer to 

the statement of the problem. Your problem statement can guide you in 

identifying the specific contribution of your study. You can do this by observing a 

one-to-one correspondence between the statement of the problem and the 

significance of the study. 2) Write from general to specific contribution 

​ Write the significance of the study by looking into the general contribution 

of your study, such as its importance to society as a whole, then proceed 
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downwards—towards its contribution to individuals and that may include yourself 

as a researcher. You start off broadly then taper off gradually to a specific group 

or person. 

​ Coupled with reference to the problem statement, this effectively 

stimulates the mind to think in a deductive mode, i.e., from general to 

specific. Toward the end of your Introduction, you should briefly describe the 

design of your study in such a way that it connects to the justification you’ve 

given for the purpose of the study and leads to your hypotheses.  

             Write a summary here: state research objective and  problem statement 

 
Scope and Limitation 
 
Research Methodology 
 
 
Definition of Terms (sample below) 
 

Provide your readers with constitutive definitions of any specialized terms 

that you use, especially those that may have multiple definitions in the literature 

Gender Equity. This term denotes to the equivalence in life outcomes for 

women and men, recognizing their different needs and interests, and requiring a 

redistribution of power and resources.  
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Gender Mainstreaming. This term refers to an organizational strategy to 

bring a gender perspective to all aspects of an institution’s policy and activities, 

through building gender capacity and accountability.  
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Chapter 2 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND STUDIES 

(Introduction: Problem, Flow outline RL) 

​ A literature review is an objective, critical summary of published 

research literature relevant to a topic under consideration for research. Its 

purpose is to create familiarity with current thinking and research on a 

particular topic, and may justify future research into a previously 

overlooked or understudied area. 

 
 
 Typical 

Dissertation  Thesis 
Other Types of 
Requirements 

Number of pages At least 35 pages At least 25 
pages 

Embedded in Chapter I with at 
least 30 pages 

Number of published  
empirical studies          
reviewed 

  
At least 

5 

  
At least 

3  

  
At least 3 

Number of published 
related  literature 
review 

  
Any  

Number 

  
Any number 

  
Any  

number 
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Chapter 3 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 
 (For Final Defense) 

 

Introduction…____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Problem 1 _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Problem 2 

 

Problem 3 
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Chapter 4 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
(For Final Defense) 

 

Summary of Findings 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

Recommendation 
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APPENDIX A 

QUESTIONNAIRE/GUIDE QUESTIONS 
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