Waltham Public Schools George Frost, Interim Superintendent

georgefrost@walthampublicschools.org

]OHN W. McDEVITT MIDDLE SCHOOL Scott Lipman, Principal

Jaime Wakefield, Assistant Principal
Tedd Markos, Assistant Principal

January 29, 2024
Dear Parents and Guardians of 8" Grade Students,

As we move into the second half of the school year we are beginning to prepare students for their transition to high school. A
smooth transition from Grade 8 to Grade 9 is one of our top priorities. Your child will be the first 9th grade class of the brand new
Waltham High School, which is incredibly exciting. That being said, with construction at the new high school still ongoing,
school visits this Spring will be to the existing Waltham High School. We would like you to be aware of some events and
presentations for students and families that are coming soon:

e (Classroom Presentations for Students (Week of 1/29): Guidance counselor visits 8th grade Civics classes for Grade
8-9 transition support and course selection overview.

e Student Field Trip to WHS (Friday, 2/9): Students will take an in person field trip to WHS for the Career & Tech
Exploration (CTE) Presentation and Dance Theater Performance. The attached Nursing Form must be returned to
homeroom teachers by Wednesday, 2/7.

e Course Recommendations: (Week of 2/12): Cluster teachers will meet with students to discuss course recommendation
levels which will be entered into Aspen by teachers by March 1st. Please reach out to your child’s teacher with any
questions.

e Parent Information Night at Waltham High School (Tuesday, February 13th at 7:00PM) Parent Information Night for
Grade 8 families presented by Principal Darrell Braggs, 9th Grade Associate Principal Robert Admire and WHS Staff.
This event will be accessible in multiple languages, including Spanish and Portuguese

e PTO Presentation (Tuesday, March 12th at 7:00PM): PTO Presentation presented by Jaime Wakefield, McDevitt
Assistant Principal and Robert Admire, 9th Grade Associate Principal

e Course Selection Process (Week of 3/11): Students will receive instructions on the course selection process, video
tutorials, and forms required for the selection. Course Selections in Aspen are due on March 22, 2024

e Step Up Day (Final day of school) Students will be bussed to Waltham High School to tour the building and visit with
teachers. They will be dismissed from Waltham High School at 2:10. Bus information will be provided

We understand that this can be a very exciting yet stressful time for your child. Our teachers and staff members are here to help
with this process and we are confident that our students will be well prepared as they begin this next chapter of their lives. In
order to help with this process, we anticipate that the Program of Study will be available in February on the Waltham High School
website.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jaime Wakefield, Assistant Principal, at 781-314-5613, Kaitlyn Vallejos, Bilingual Counselor, at
781-314-5702, email at kaitlynvallejos@walthampublicschools.org or Jeanne Bell, Grade 8 School Counselor, at 781-314-5635
or email her at jeannebell@walthampublicschools.org with any questions.

Sincerely,
Jeanne Bell, Grade 8 Counselor
Jaime Wakefield, Assistant Principal

Scott Lipman, Principal
Tedd Markos, Assistant Principal

75 Church Street Waltham, Massachusetts 02452 Tel: 781-314-5590 Fax: 781-314-5601



Waltham Public Schools George Frost, Interim Superintendent

georgefrost@walthampublicschools.org

]OHN W. McDEVITT MIDDLE SCHOOL Scott Lipman, Principal

Jaime Wakefield, Assistant Principal
Tedd Markos, Assistant Principal

29 de enero de 2024
Estimados Padres y Guardianes de los estudiantes de 8° grado,

A medida que avanzamos en la segunda mitad del afio escolar, estamos empezando a preparar a los estudiantes para su transicion
a la escuela preparatoria. Una transicion sin tropiezos de 8° al 9° grado es una de nuestras prioridades principales. Nos gustaria
que estén al tanto de algunos eventos y presentaciones que se van a realizar proximamente para las familias y los estudiantes:

e Presentaciones del Salon de Clases para los Estudiantes (la semana del 29 de enero): El consejero académico visitara
las clases de educacion civica de 8° grado (8C, 8E, 8W) para conocer la descripcion general de la seleccion de cursos y
apoyo rte de transicion para los estudiantes de 8° y 9° grado

e Viaje para los Estudiantes a la Escuela Preparatoria (Viernes, 2/9): Los estudiantes realizaran un viaje en persona a la
Escuela Preparatoria para la exploracion de carreras y tecnologia de (CTE) y la actuacion del grupo de danza teatral y
almuerzo

e Recomendaciones de cursos: (Semana del 12 de febrero): Los maestros del grupo se reuniran con los estudiantes para
discutir los niveles de recomendacion de cursos que los maestros ingresaran en Aspen antes del 1 de marzo.
Comuniquese con el maestro de su hijo si tiene alguna pregunta.

e Noche de Informacion para los Padres en la Escuela Preparatoria Waltham (Martes 13 de febrero a las 19:00 horas)
Noche de informacion para los padres de familia de los estudiantes de 8° grado (7: 00-8: 30) presentada por el Director
Interino Darrell Braggs, y la Subdirectora Interina de 9° grado, Mary Jo Rendén. junto al personal de la Preparatoria

e Presentacion del PTO (martes 12 de marzo a las 7:00 p.m.): Presentacion del PTO presentada por Jaime Wakefield,
subdirector de McDevitt y Robert Admire, director asociado de noveno grado

e Proceso para la Seleccion de Cursos (la semana del 13 de marzo): Los estudiantes recibirdn instrucciones sobre el
proceso de la seleccion de cursos, videos tutoriales y formularios requeridos para la seleccion. Para los formularios en
Aspen la fecha de vencimiento estd 22 de marzo

e Dia de Step Up (tltimo dia de clases) Los estudiantes seran transportados en autobtis a Waltham High School para
recorrer el edificio y visitar a los maestros. Saldran de Waltham High School a las 2:10. Se proporcionara informacién
del autobus

Entendemos que este puede ser un momento muy emocionante y a la vez estresante para su hijo/a, sin embargo nuestros maestros
y miembros del personal estan aqui para ayudar con este proceso; por lo que estamos seguros de que nuestros estudiantes estaran
bien preparados al comenzar este proximo capitulo en sus vidas. Para poder ayudar con este proceso, anticipamos que el
Programa de Estudios estara disponible en febrero en el sitio web de la escuela.

Por favor, no dude en ponerse en contacto con la subdirectora Jaime Wakefield, al 781-314-5613 o con Jeanne Belle, consejera
escolar de 8° grado, al 781-314-5635 o enviele un correo electronico ajeannebell@walthampublicschools.org con cualquier
pregunta que tenga.

Atentamente,
Jeanne Bell, Consejera Escolar de 8° Grado
Jaime Wakefield, Subdirectora

Scott Lipman, Director Interino
Tedd Markos, Subdirector

75 Church Street Waltham, Massachusetts 02452 Tel: 781-314-5590 Fax: 781-314-5601



