
Biology: Unit IX- Ecology ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Name: ___________________ 
Ecological Succession Activity​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date: _________ Period: ____ 
 
Directions: Define the terms primary and secondary succession.  Draw examples of each as time passes…keep in mind 
how slow trees grow.  Each diagram should include both plants and animals that would live in the area 
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Examine the graph.  The two lines marked 1 and 2 represent primary and secondary succession.  Note, however, that 
neither line is identified as such for you.  Answer the following questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.​ Which line, 1 or 2, represents primary succession?  Secondary succession? EXPLAIN. 
 
 
 

2.​ Which label, C or D, might best represent a climax community?  A pioneer organism?  EXPLAIN. 
 
 
 

3.​ What does the sudden drop at point C represent?  
 
 

4.​ What happens between D and E? 
 
 

5.​ Write a paragraph explaining how primary and secondary successions occur and how they are different.  Provide 
examples.   

●​ No two sentences can start with the same word 
●​ Avoid is, are, was, and were. 
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