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Preflight Planning/Overview 
Lesson Objective 

The student will become familiar with the preparation required before walking out to the 
flight line. This includes weather preparation, understanding weather services, go/no 
decision, required documents for the pilot. 

Regulatory Requirement 

Pre-Solo pilot (Student Pilot and Transition Pilots): §61.87(i)(1) 
Private Pilot Test Candidate: PTS Area of Operation IA, IB 

Content 

●​ Collecting information required for this flight 
●​ Weather Information systems 
●​ Required Documents in possession of the pilot 

Completion Standards 

When complete, the student will 
●​ use the online Flight Service Station briefing or dial 1-800-WX-BRIEF to obtain a weather briefing 
●​ understand the concept of a go/no-go decision based on weather briefing information 
●​ be able to explain the hazards associated with flight in the vicinity of thunderstorms 
●​ exhibit knowledge pertaining to required documents when acting as a pilot in command (pilot’s license, 

photo ID). 

Homework for Pre-Solo 

●​ “Glider Flight Training Manual” by Thomas Knauff page VIII 
●​ 14 CFR §91.103 Preflight action 

Homework for Solo to Private 

●​ Glider Flying Handbook (2013) -- page 9-21 Obtaining Weather Information 
●​ Register as a FSS (Flight Service Station) user for their online pre-flight briefing services. Before your 

checkride, you will be expected to independently obtain briefings. Register at the Lockheed Martin 
Flight Service site,  (https://www.1800wxbrief.com). 

 
Further Reading 

●​ PowerPoint 03B(a,b,c) Weather 
●​ FAA Pilot's Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, Ch 11 & 12 
●​ Practical Soaring Weather Forecasting 
●​ FAA Advisory Circular AC00-6A Aviation Weather for Pilots 
●​ FAA Advisory Circular AC00-45G Aviation Weather Services 
●​ CFIG Lesson Plan Notes  

 
  

Next Lesson: 1b -- Aeromedical Factors Discussion 
Return to Training Syllabus 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=e1587317350c958cb2d1905a1403be10;rgn=div5;view=text;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2;idno=14;cc=ecfr#14:2.0.1.1.2.3.1.4
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/media/FAA-S-8081-22.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ygjExVHRozdiXRDp-4ATRgz2F4Dznl5Y70DvgwQ0kI4/edit
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8e886cb4e748e7c49a8a7c39b7d1d3ae&node=pt14.2.91&rgn=div5#se14.2.91_1103
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/faa-h-8083-13a.pdf
https://www.1800wxbrief.com
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5MERza3gwVDcwR28&usp=sharing
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/pilot_handbook/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5NlB1LVg0NVA2SVE
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentid/22268
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/215166
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5RlhvY3ozcWRBV3c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1apesbx2D6LEFtpqR-a7_l2_LolsTMHf6cb9ibIkwhlg/edit#
https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/learn-to-fly/training-1/getting-started/syllabus
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