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May 6, 2022  
 
To: Members of Congress, 
 
We, the undersigned 40 members of the Appalachian community and allies, write to emphasize 
to you the importance of passing a bold reconciliation package that includes provisions for 
reviving the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as part of our plan to address the climate crisis 
in a way that supports good-paying, sustainable jobs in the communities that have powered this 
nation for more than a century.  
 
The CCC is an incredible opportunity to target natural infrastructure investments into coal 
country for reforesting Appalachia, restoring wetlands, remediating brownfields and repairing 
our damaged lands. This program can not only help absorb carbon and mitigate climate change 
impacts, it can put people to work in good-paying jobs, especially our most vulnerable citizens 
that were caught up in the opioid epidemic and now face significant barriers to employment.  
 
Any reconciliation package should advance a sustainable economic vision for a 21st century 
Appalachia—one that is good for working people, communities, the environment and our health. 
Our communities have many assets, but a sustainable economic future can’t be achieved without 
significant public investment, strong policies, and responsible economic development 
approaches designed to maximize the benefit to the community as a whole. Our region has long 
provided raw materials to fuel the prosperity of the nation but too many of our communities rank 



in the bottom 10 percent of the nation for high poverty and unemployment rates, and low 
incomes. A modernized Civilian Conservation Corps presents an opportunity to bring 
much-needed federal resources into the region to bolster our economy and build local wealth.  
 
A revised CCC could and should prioritize census tracts that have been exploited by absentee 
corporations in the extractive industries, including those communities hard hit from shuttered 
power plants, abandoned mine lands, former steel and industrial facilities. And, if done right, we 
can use this opportunity to provide on-the-job training opportunities and second chances for 
folks caught up in our criminal justice system.  
 
Not only would a new CCC repair our damaged lands in the Appalachian region, it could be an 
important source of living wage jobs and as apprenticeship prep training programs that build 
career pathways towards family sustaining and unionized careers for underserved communities 
by prioritizing employment to black and indigenous people of color, low-income workers, rural 
workers and returning citizens. However, in order for this program to truly benefit those most at 
risk, the jobs must pay a basic wage of at least $15/hour and the program administrators must 
have strong links to union apprenticeship programs so that the job can be the start of a career and 
not just a one-time opportunity.  
 
As conversations about a $555 billion climate reconciliation package advance, we hope you will 
recognize that reviving the Civilian Conservation Corps is essential to maximizing benefits to 
Appalachian communities and workers. As a climate reconciliation package comes to fruition, 
we urge you to prioritize the Civilian Conservation Corps. If carefully crafted, a revived CCC 
could be an incredible opportunity for the Appalachian economy to thrive in a way that is good 
for workers, our communities and our environment. 
 
Signed, 
 
ReImagine Appalachia 
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