
Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs 
Akai MPC One: Specs, Differences & 
Alternatives 
Meta Description: Compare the Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One Plus. 
Discover key differences in workflow, sound engines, and specs to find your ideal fit. 

Alt text: Native Instruments Maschine MK3 groove production studio. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ The Native Instruments Maschine MK3 requires a computer but offers seamless 
DAW integration, a built-in audio interface, and includes KOMPLETE SELECT with 
premium instruments like Massive and Monark. 

●​ The Akai MPC One Plus operates completely standalone with no computer required, 
featuring a 7-inch touchscreen, 16GB storage, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth connectivity, and 
the legendary MPC workflow that has driven hip-hop production since 1988. 

●​ Maschine excels for producers who work within DAWs and want tight software 
integration with NI's ecosystem, while MPC serves those who prefer 
hardware-centric, computer-free production. 

●​ Both feature 16 velocity-sensitive pads and professional sampling and sequencing 
capabilities, but Maschine's dual color displays focus on computer-assisted workflow, 
while MPC's touchscreen enables full standalone operation. 



●​ Sam Ash carries both production powerhouses with expert guidance from the Gear 
Expert Team who understands the fundamental differences between 
computer-integrated and standalone workflows.  

Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One: 
An Overview 
Native Instruments and Akai have shaped modern beat-making more than any other 
companies, and choosing between them means deciding how you want to relate to your 
computer during the creative process. The Maschine MK3 and MPC One Plus represent the 
current pinnacle of each lineage, but with fundamentally different approaches to how 
producers should work. 

Maschine MK3 integrates computer and hardware into a unified system: the hardware 
provides tactile control while the software delivers unlimited processing power and plugin 
compatibility. MPC One Plus liberates you from the computer entirely, running its full 
production environment internally so you can create complete tracks without ever opening a 
laptop.  

In this comparison, we'll examine what each production center offers, explore their workflows 
and capabilities, discuss alternatives available at Sam Ash, and help you determine which 
philosophy matches how you make music. 

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online 
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back – Stronger Than Ever 
 

 
 
Perfect Gear for Every Musician: 

●​ Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional 
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience – perfect 
for home practice and recording. 

●​ Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic 
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers, 
and studio work. 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards


●​ Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths, 
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio 
sessions. 

●​ Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup, 
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value 
purchases. 

 
Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash: 
✓ Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise​
✓ Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians​
✓ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later​
✓ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound 
✓ Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA 
✓ Famous flash sales and mega deals 
 
Get Expert Guidance: 
Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance, 
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget. 
From bedroom producers to professional studios – we've got your sound covered. 
 
SHOP SAM ASH NOW → 

Native Instruments Maschine MK3 Specs: 
Computer-Integrated Production 

https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording
https://www.samash.com/


Caption: The Maschine MK3 represents Native Instruments' vision of hybrid production: 
hardware that feels like an instrument while leveraging your computer's full processing 
power.  

Alt text: Native Instruments Maschine MK3. 

Integrated Hardware/Software System 

The Native Instruments Maschine MK3 combines sampler, arranger, mixer, effects, and 
instruments into one seamlessly integrated system. Professional sampling includes slicing, 
time-stretching, and manipulation. Pattern-based composition flows into song arrangement.  

Full mixing capabilities provide routing and grouping. Twenty-five pro-quality studio and 
creative effects shape sounds. Drum synths and software instruments round out the creative 
tools. Everything works together because hardware and software were designed as one 
system from the beginning. 

https://www.samash.com/native-instruments-maschine-mk3-n24756xxx


Dual High-Resolution Color Displays 

The twin screens transform workflow by letting you browse sounds, effects, and plugins with 
visual thumbnails. Precise mixing becomes possible with detailed metering. Arrangement 
overview shows song structure at a glance. Waveform display enables detailed sample 
editing. You can load sounds directly from hardware without touching the computer. 

16 Large, Ultra-Sensitive Pads 

Redesigned pads feature a larger surface area for complex techniques and increased 
sensitivity to lighter touches while preserving the same center-to-center spacing that 
maintains muscle memory. Flams, rolls, and ghost notes feel natural under your fingers. 
Classic groovebox features include 16 velocity levels, swing, pad link, and note repeat. 

8 Touch-Sensitive Knobs 

The knobs go beyond simple parameter control. Touch them to activate contextual menus, 
access tag clouds, sound settings, and effects parameters. Map frequently used parameters 
to macros for immediate hands-on control that adapts to your workflow. 

Studio-Grade Audio Interface 

The built-in 96kHz/24-bit interface includes 2 quarter-inch TRS line outputs, 2 quarter-inch 
TRS line inputs, a quarter-inch dynamic mic input, stereo headphone output, MIDI In/Out, 
and footswitch input. USB-powered operation simplifies setup. Record synths, vocals, or any 
audio source without additional hardware. 

DAW Integration 

Maschine works with any major DAW through VST and Audio Units plugin support. Full 
multi-core support ensures performance. Compatibility extends to Ableton Live, Logic Pro, 
FL Studio, and others. Use Maschine sounds within your existing projects seamlessly. 

Classic Groovebox Features 

●​ Step sequencer 
●​ Vintage MPC 60/SP 1200 sampling emulation 
●​ Swing and groove controls 
●​ Pattern chaining 

Akai MPC One Plus Specs: Standalone Independence 



Caption: The MPC One Plus carries forward the legendary MPC workflow in a completely 
standalone format. No computer required, just power it on and create complete productions. 

Alt text: Akai MPC One Plus. 

Fully Standalone Operation 

The Akai MPC One Plus is a complete production environment requiring no computer. 
Create entire tracks on the hardware alone. The multi-core ARM processor delivers the 
same power as the flagship MPC X. Two gigabytes of RAM handles complex projects, while 
16 gigabytes of internal storage hold samples, projects, and plugins. Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 
enable wireless updates, Ableton Link, and controller connectivity. 

7" Full-Color Touchscreen 

https://www.samash.com/mpc-one-plus-standalone-sequencer-and-sampler-ampconem2


Navigate and edit with precision through the touch-based workflow. Sample editing and 
slicing happen visually. Mixer and effects control respond to fingertips. Project management 
and plugin interfaces operate without external screens. 

16 Velocity/Pressure-Sensitive Pads 

The pads that defined beat-making feature RGB backlighting for visual feedback and both 
velocity and aftertouch sensitivity. Eight pad banks provide access to 128 total pads. The 
feel that launched countless careers remains at the heart of the instrument. 

Touch-Sensitive Q-Link Knobs 

Real-time control comes through 4 endless encoders with touch sensitivity for additional 
functionality. Parameter adjustment and automation happen immediately at your fingertips. A 
data encoder handles selection and navigation. 

MPC Software Ecosystem 

Full production capabilities include 128-track sequencing, 8 audio tracks for recording, 
real-time time stretching, clip launch functionality, and advanced MIDI editing. VST 
compatibility operates in controller mode when connected to a computer. 

Built-in Instruments and Effects 

Create immediately with the Electric piano plugin, Tubesynth synthesizer, Bassline bass 
synthesizer, and AIR FX mixing and mastering processors. Additional plugins arrive with 
MPC 3 updates. 

CV/Gate Outputs 

Modular integration happens through 8 CV/Gate outputs that control modular synthesizers 
and integrate with Eurorack systems. Hardware hybrid setups become possible without 
additional converters. 

Wi-Fi & Bluetooth Connectivity 

Modern workflow features include Ableton Link for wireless sync with other devices, wireless 
firmware and plugin updates, Splice integration for syncing samples from your account, 
Bluetooth MIDI for connecting wireless controllers, and wireless QWERTY keyboard support 
for searching. 

Controller Mode 

When you want computer power, the MPC One Plus works as a controller for MPC software 
on Mac and PC with VST plugin support. Best of both worlds becomes available depending 
on your session needs. 



Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One 
Plus Drum Machine: Comparison Table 

Feature NI Maschine MK3 Akai MPC One Plus 

Sam Ash Price $599.00 $699.00  

36-Month 
Financing 

$17/month $20/month 

Operation Computer required Fully standalone 

Display 2 hi-res color screens 7" full-color touchscreen 

Pads 16 large, ultra-sensitive 16 velocity/pressure-sensitive 
RGB 

Knobs 8 touch-sensitive 4 touch-sensitive Q-Link 

Audio Interface Built-in 96kHz/24-bit Class-compliant USB 

Internal Storage None (computer-based) 16GB 

RAM Uses a computer RAM 2GB 

Processor Uses a computer CPU Multi-core ARM 

Wi-Fi/Bluetooth No Yes 

MIDI In/Out In/Out 

CV/Gate No 8 outputs 

Battery Power No (USB powered) No 

Included 
Software 

Maschine 2, 15 KOMPLETE 
SELECT 

MPC 2/3 Software 

DAW Integration VST/AU plugin Controller mode available 

Alternatives to Consider 
If neither the Maschine MK3 nor the MPC One Plus perfectly fits your needs, consider these 
alternatives: 

1. Novation Circuit Tracks  

The Novation Circuit Tracks offers a more affordable entry point into standalone production 
with a focused feature set that excels at hands-on creativity. 

https://www.samash.com/novation-circuit-tracks-groovebox-ncirtrksx


Two polyphonic synth tracks combine with four drum tracks and two MIDI tracks for 
controlling external gear. The rechargeable battery provides approximately four hours of 
portable production. Full-size MIDI In/Out/Thru enables studio integration, while Components 
software offers deep synth editing on screen. Thirty-two velocity-sensitive pads and the 
acclaimed Novation sequencer with microtiming and probability keep patterns evolving. 

At significantly less than both the Maschine and MPC, the Circuit Tracks serves beginners 
wanting portable simplicity or producers seeking a compact complement to their existing 
setup.  

2. Novation Circuit Rhythm  

For producers focused purely on sample-based production, the Novation Circuit Rhythm 
dedicates itself entirely to capturing, manipulating, and performing with audio. 

Eight sample tracks exceed the MPC One Plus's track count for sample-focused work. Direct 
sample recording to hardware eliminates computer dependency. Grid FX, including stutter, 
beat repeat, and lo-fi tape transform live performance possibilities. Studio-grade effects 
polish productions without external processing. The rechargeable battery enables creation 
anywhere. 

The Rhythm lacks synthesis capabilities entirely. If you want onboard synths, look 
elsewhere. But for beatmakers who think in chopped breaks and flipped vocals, it delivers 
focused excellence at a lower price than either main contender. 

3. Roland TR-8S Rhythm Performer 

The Roland TR-8S takes a different approach entirely, focusing on drum machine excellence 
rather than full production workstation capabilities. 

ACB modeling faithfully recreates the TR-808, TR-909, TR-707, and TR-606: the 
instruments that defined electronic music. FM synthesis adds modern sound design 
possibilities. Sample import enables hybrid kit creation, while 11 separate outputs provide 
professional mixing flexibility. The hands-on interface with dedicated knobs for each 
parameter delivers immediate tactile control. 

The TR-8S doesn't replace an MPC or Maschine for full production, but it excels as a 
dedicated rhythm instrument that integrates into larger setups or stands alone for 
drum-focused work. 

Why Choose Sam Ash for Your Production Gear 

https://www.samash.com/novation-circuit-rhythm-groovebox-ncircuitr
https://www.samash.com/roland-tr-8s-rhythm-performer-drum-machine-rtr8sxxxx-p


 
 
Caption: With a century of experience in music retail, we provide expert support, quick 
shipping, flexible financing, and a 45-day return policy. 

Alt Text: Sam Ash Direct logo. 

At Sam Ash, we have helped musicians find the right gear since 1924. Our Gear Expert 
Team includes working producers who understand real recording workflows and the 
differences between platforms. They can recommend equipment that fits your setup and 
creative goals. Call 800-472-6274 or reach out through chat or email for personalized 
guidance. 

We offer flexible financing options such as 0% interest plans, no credit financing, and buy 
now, pay later programs, so you can invest in professional equipment more comfortably. Our 
45-day return policy gives you time to integrate your choice into real projects and confirm it 
inspires the work you want to create. Free shipping on orders over $49.99 and 60-day price 
protection complete the package. 

A century of family ownership means Sam Ash isn't going anywhere. When you have 
questions about workflow optimization six months from now, we'll still be here to help. 

Shop our collection of drum machines today!  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Can Maschine work without a computer? 

No, Maschine MK3 requires a computer running the Maschine software. The hardware 
controls the software but cannot operate independently. If you need a standalone operation, 
consider the Maschine+ or MPC One Plus. 

https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/payment-methods
https://www.samash.com/return-policy-2024
https://www.samash.com/drum-machines


Can the MPC One Plus work with a computer? 

Yes, while it operates fully standalone, the MPC One Plus also functions as a controller for 
MPC software on Mac/PC, giving you VST plugin access and expanded capabilities when 
connected. 

Which has better pads? 

Both feature excellent pads with different characteristics. Maschine's pads are larger with 
extreme sensitivity for nuanced playing. MPC's pads have the classic MPC feel with velocity 
and pressure sensitivity. Personal preference varies; try both if possible. 

Which is better for hip-hop production? 

Both excel at hip-hop; the genre was largely built on MPC workflow, but Maschine was 
specifically designed to modernize that approach. MPC offers the authentic classic workflow; 
Maschine offers a fresh take with deeper software integration. 

Can I get both the Maschine MK3 and the MPC One Plus at Sam Ash? 

Yes, Sam Ash carries both production systems. You can compare specifications on our 
website, and our production specialists are available to demonstrate both units and help 
determine which workflow matches your creative approach.  

*Note: Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. 
Please check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a 
purchase. 

 

 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/

	Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One: Specs, Differences & Alternatives 
	Key Takeaways 
	Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One: An Overview 
	Native Instruments Maschine MK3 Specs: Computer-Integrated Production 
	Integrated Hardware/Software System 
	Dual High-Resolution Color Displays 
	16 Large, Ultra-Sensitive Pads 
	8 Touch-Sensitive Knobs 
	Studio-Grade Audio Interface 
	DAW Integration 
	Classic Groovebox Features 

	Akai MPC One Plus Specs: Standalone Independence 
	Fully Standalone Operation 
	7" Full-Color Touchscreen 
	16 Velocity/Pressure-Sensitive Pads 
	Touch-Sensitive Q-Link Knobs 
	MPC Software Ecosystem 
	Built-in Instruments and Effects 
	CV/Gate Outputs 
	Wi-Fi & Bluetooth Connectivity 
	Controller Mode 

	Native Instruments Maschine MK3 vs Akai MPC One Plus Drum Machine: Comparison Table 
	Alternatives to Consider 
	1. Novation Circuit Tracks  
	2. Novation Circuit Rhythm  
	3. Roland TR-8S Rhythm Performer 

	Why Choose Sam Ash for Your Production Gear 
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
	Can Maschine work without a computer? 
	Can the MPC One Plus work with a computer? 
	Which has better pads? 
	Which is better for hip-hop production? 
	Can I get both the Maschine MK3 and the MPC One Plus at Sam Ash? 



