Pong Xuan Project

Concept note, 18/01/2026

Dbng Xuén code/ Dbng Xuén as a method/ methodology

Chg Pdng Xuan, tw than, 13 mot cau tric thdi gian xay dwng bi lich st va truyén thuyét.
“Ddng Xuan”, von 1a mot dia danh lich st hanh chinh dworc st dung dé chuyén thanh tén
g0oi clia ngdi cho’ I&n nhat thanh phd, tw cai tén khi dé d3 trd thanh biéu twong. Trong cach
goi vé dd thj Ha N6i ¢b: “Kinh Ky - K& Cho”, néu cum ttr “Kinh Ky” chi kinh thanh, noi tap
trung cla quyén lwc nha nwdc-cau trac chinh tri va hinh thai td chirc x3 hdi clia cong dong,
thi chlr “K& Cho”, vira chi khu cho I1&n (13 Ddng Xuan hién nay), khéng gian d&i sbng sinh
hoat vat chat va tinh than clia ngwdi dan Ha N&i xwa, ddng thdi 1a khdng gian cOng ddng
bao gdm ca tinh tin ngwdng, kinh té va van héa. T chi dia danh sau d6 dwgc gan véi tir
chi con nguwdi, khi chir “K&” theo tiéng Viét cb chi ngwdi, mot I6p ngu’(‘)’i sinh rava lon lén
vOi chg, va cé cach goi “dan Ké Chg” sau nay. Cac I&p nglr nghla vé tén goi dan dén cac
cach hiéu khac nhau clia ngU’O’I Viét vé khong glan va doi song cong cbng dg, va cling gan
v&i sw phat trién clia ddi sbng d6 thi truyén thdng t&i hién dai. Pdng Xuan, nhw vay khong
chi 13 mot chirng nhan lich st cia d6 thi, ma chinh nd 13 két cAu clia d6 thi xuyén qua cac
khung c@nh thdi gian khac nhau, gén v&i cac bién ddng lich st x5 hoi khac nhau.

Dong Xuan 13 mot cAu tric sinh hoat vat chét thu’O’ng ngay. Vé ban chat ngoi chQ la mot
hé sinh thai tw vAn hanh, va c6 tinh tuln hoan bién thién theo d&i song x3 hoi. D6 1a tuan
hoan cla cédc dong chdy hang hoa, tai chinh, di chuyen cUa con ngw®i theo chu ky sinh hoat
hang ngay clia mua ban trao dbi gid tri vat chat, duy tri cudc sbng cla tlrng ca thé, va cla
c& mOt cOng ddng theo quy wdc. DS con 13 s tudn hoan clia doi sdng vat chat va cong
nghé: cac k¥ thuat théu, dan lat, may dét thl cong truyén thdng chuyén ddng trén nén
tang cla cong nghé ky thuat sb, cac vat liéu cd truyén va song hanh, k&t hop hodc hoén
doi v&i vat liéu hién dai, tw sinh va phai sinh. Nhwng né cling 13 tap hop cla cac dong chay
van hda: 10 an tiéng néi, dbi thoai va giao dich mua ban, gdp g& va trd chuyén, théi quen
va cl¥ chi, hinh thanh nén cac I&p sinh hoat va cac thé hé gan véi dé. Tinh tri thirc ban dia,
tap tuc va phong dao, 1€ théi va tap quan, dwgc chlra dwng, luan chuyén trong khéng gian
da sac thai clia ngdi cho.

Nhing chuyén ddng nay cling phan anh tinh sinh thai va b&n virng tw than gan voi doi
sdng thién nhién: tlr quy ludt cla thdi gian, khi hau, dd Am va nhiét do, t&i dong chay va
lwu lwong clia nwdrc, gié mua, dé tw tim ra quy luat van hanh cla hé thdng mot cach hai
hoa va uyén chuyén. T cAu tric sinh hoat thwdng ngay, né dé dang trd thanh mot két ciu
chira dwng va sdn tao van hda, tao ra nhirng két ndi lién tuc gilra cac hé gia tri qua khir va
dwong thdi, dé tai dinh vi chinh n6, va dinh vi d&i sdng x3 hdi cho twong lai. Ddng Xuan, vi
vay, tw hinh thanh mdt “m3 nguén m&” cho cac hé coding theo thi gian di qua, dé ludn tw
tai cAu trdc va tao ra tinh hoa nhap véi cdc mé hinh x3 hdi khac nhau clia cac thdi ky khac
nhau.



Nghé s dwoc mdi dén lam viéc v&i Dong Xuan, vdi tat ca sw hién dién vat chat sén ¢, cac
I&'p lang lich st phirc tap s@n ¢, cac nhip diéu sinh hoat sdi ddng s@n ¢, v&i toan bd cAu
trdc vat chat va mé hinh van hoa cla khu chg dwong thdi. Ho dwoc khuyén khich st dung
tAt ca cac vat liéu nay dé suy tw, hinh dung, cAu tric y twdng va sdn xut-trinh bay cac ‘can
dw’ nghé thuat cla minh vao day.

e Do o thé 1a nhing khodng tréng va déc tw hinh thanh do kién tric va co ché van
hanh cla ngbi chg: nhirng mang twod'ng va khoang khong, 6 clra s, khodng tréng
tran nha hay khéng gian m& ben trong- nam glu’a mdi khéi kién tric. Ho cung c6 thé
tao ra nhirng twong tac v&i cau trac kién tric sdn cé clia twdng, san, tran, cling
nhw nhirng goi y twong tac v&i canh quan xung quanh clia dwdng pho, v&i cac dac
tinh rleng thay d6i theo phwong hwdng cdm quan Dong phwong.

o Docothélaéanh sang va th&i gian: anh sang bién dbi séc thai theo tng thoi diém
trong ngay, m& ra nhirng chiéu nhin mau séc khac nhau va thay doi nhip diéu thi
giac; trong khi thdi gian lién két chat ché v&i nhip diéu van hanh cla ngbi cho, ddng
duc ltc ban ngay va vang vé sau hoang hén, tr 6 m& ra hai khdng gian trang thai
dé c6 nhirng (g tac nghé thuat hoa nhipj vdi sw van chuyén gitra sang/tdi,
ngay/dém.

e Do co thé 1a nhip diéu va dong chdy hibu hinh va vo hinh cla khu cho': dong ngudi,
dong hang hda, dong di chuyén, dong trao ddi mua ban thwong mai, dong tuwong
tac va giao tiép clia ngwdi dén cho, di cho. Ddng Xuan dworc hinh thanh bdi dong
séng, van hanh theo dong séng dé hinh thanh nén dong chdy I&n cla riéng no.

e Do co thé 1a nhibng cAu truc-co thé dworc ciu tric ttr doi sdng vat chat clia khu
cho: tir nhirng quay hang hoéa thl cong may tre dan, clia doi sbng vat chat nhw vai
véc, dd gia dung, t&i nhirng gian hang thado dworc, dd khd danh cho céc gidc quan v
hinh kh(ru giac, vi gidc. Hay nhi*ng yéu td phi vat thé nhwng gan v&i ddi sdng
thwdng nhat va tinh than cla cho': I&i rao va tiéng ddng, ky trc va tudng tiong,
qua khr va twong lai.

Tac pham, vi vay, sé khdng tach rdi, ma nhw nhing co’ thé m&i ‘4p vao’ co thé hién sinh
clia chg Pdng Xuan, hodc nhw nhirng nhanh m&i ndy chdi trén co thé nay, thay thé nhivng
bd phan cl. Tac pham, vi vay, s& hoa nhap vao cac sinh hoat, 4m thanh, chuyén ddng, anh
sang va mau sac, dé tr®d thanh mdt phan cla cau tric vat chat, chinh tri, lich st va van hoéa
clia ngdi chg. Tac phAm sé 1a nhikng badn m3 m&i cho bd ‘m3 ngudn md”’ Ddng Xuan, dé
ngdi cho dworc tiép strc trong dong chay sinh hoat da tang clia cac khdng gian vat chat,
khong gian tinh than va khéng gian ao.

Nguyé&n Anh Tuén
04/02/2026



D@)ng Xuan: An Intrinsic Project

Concept note

Ddng Xudn code / Dbng Xudn as a method / methodology

Dong Xuan Market, in itself, is a temporal structure constructed by history and legend.
"POng Xuan," originally an administrative historical toponym used to name the city's largest
market, has inherently become a symbol.

In the terminology of ancient urban Hanoi—"Kinh Ky - K& Cho"—if the phrase "Kinh Ky"
refers to the imperial citadel — the locus of state power, political structure, and the social
organizational form of the community, then "K& ChQ™" refers both to the grand market area
(current day Déng Xuan)—the space of material and spiritual life for the people of old
Hanoi—and simultaneously to a communal space encompassing spiritual, economic, and
cultural dimensions.

The term denoting place was subsequently attached to the term denoting people, as the
word "Ké&" in ancient Vietnamese referred to persons—a class of people born and raised
with the market, leading to the later designation of "dan K& Cho" (Market People). These
semantic layers regarding the name lead to different Vietnamese understandings of that
space and public life, inextricably linked to the evolution from traditional to modern urban
life.

Déng Xuan, therefore, is not merely a historical witness of the city; it is the urban structure
itself, traversing various temporal landscapes and tethered to distinct socio-historical
fluctuations.

Dong Xuan is a structure of daily material activity.

In essence, the market is a self-operating ecosystem possessing a cyclical nature that varies
according to social life. It is the circulation of flows—goods, finance, and human
movement—following the daily cycle of buying and exchanging material values, maintaining
the lives of individuals and the community according to convention.

It is also the circulation of material life and technology: traditional manual embroidery,
weaving, and sewing techniques moving upon a digital technology platform; traditional
materials paralleling, combining with, or swapping for modern materials; self-generating and
derivative. But it is also a collection of cultural flows: speech patterns, dialogue and
transactional bargaining, meetings and conversations, habits and gestures, forming layers of
activity and the generations attached to them.



Indigenous knowledge, customs and folk rhymes, routines and habits are contained and
circulated within the multi-nuanced space of the market. These movements also reflect an
ecological and intrinsic sustainability linked to the natural world: from the laws of time,
climate, humidity, and temperature, to the flow and volume of water and monsoons,
allowing the system to find its own harmonious and flexible operational laws.

From a structure of daily activity, it easily transforms into a structure that contains and
produces culture, creating continuous connections between past and contemporary value
systems to reposition itself, and to position social life for the future.

Dong Xuan, therefore, self-forms an "open source" for coding systems as time passes,
constantly restructuring itself and creating integration with different social models of
different eras.

Artistic Intervention

Artists are invited to work with Dng Xuan, engaging with all its available material presence,
its complex existing historical layers, its vibrant existing rhythms of activity, and the entire
material structure and cultural model of the contemporary market.

They are encouraged to utilize all these materials to contemplate, visualize, structure ideas,
and produce/present their artistic 'interventions' herein.

e These may be the voids and solids self-formed by the architecture and operational
mechanism of the market: walls and empty spaces, windows, ceiling gaps, or open
internal spaces nestled between architectural blocks.

e They may also create interactions with the existing architectural structure of walls,
floors, and ceilings, as well as suggestions for interacting with the surrounding
streetscape, with specific characteristics that shift according to Eastern sensory
orientation.

e These may involve light and time: light shifting in nuance at different moments of the
day, opening up distinct color perspectives and altering visual rhythms; while time is
tightly linked to the market's operational rhythm—crowded by day and deserted
after twilight—thereby opening two spatial states for artistic improvisations that
harmonize with the transition between light/dark, day/night.

e These may be the visible and invisible rhythms and flows of the market: the flow of
people, the flow of goods, the flow of movement, the flow of commercial exchange,
the flow of interaction and communication of those coming to and going from the
market. Déng Xuan was formed by the river, operating according to the river to form
a great flow of its own.

e These may be structures/bodies constituted from the material life of the market:
from stalls of bamboo and rattan crafts, from material life such as fabrics and
household goods, to stalls of herbs and dried goods catering to the invisible senses of
smell and taste.

e Orintangible elements tethered to daily and spiritual market life: the calls and
noises, memories and imagination, the past and the future.



The artworks, therefore, will not be separate, but rather like new bodies 'grafted onto' the
existential body of BDOng Xuan market, or like new branches sprouting on this body, replacing
old parts. The artworks will integrate into the activities, sounds, movements, lights, and

colors to become part of the material, political, historical, and cultural structure of the
market.

The artworks will be new codes for the Ddng Xuan "open source" set, empowering the

market within the multi-layered flow of activity across material spaces, spiritual spaces, and
virtual spaces.

Nguyén Anh Tuan
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