Real People, Real Networks: How
Solana Is Powering the Next Internet

This time,
the network

belongs to
allofus @




Imagine plugging in a device at home and instantly becoming part of a global wireless network
or earning tokens by mapping your neighbourhood or lending out your idle GPU power. That's
the world of DePIN—Decentralized Physical Infrastructure Networks—and it's already
happening on Solana.

Whether you're a tech builder, investor, or just curious, DePIN is about putting real-world
infrastructure into real people’s hands.

What is DePIN?

DePIN connects blockchain tech with real-world hardware to crowdsource infrastructure. Instead
of Big Tech owning everything from your cell network to your maps, DePIN lets individuals
deploy nodes and get rewarded for contributing useful services.

It's like turning your home router, dashcam, or spare GPU into a mini business.

Why Solana? With super-fast transactions, ultra-low fees, and the ability to scale, Solana is the
go-to chain for powering the kind of real-time interactions DePIN needs.

How DePIN Beats Big Tech

Web2 vs DePIN on Solana

Web2 Infrastructure

Centralized by big corporations = Owned and operated by communities

Slow, expensive to scale Scales rapidly with everyday hardware
Profits go to platforms Profits go to the people powering the network
Data is hidden Everything is transparent and on-chain

In the Web2 world, you build the infrastructure and someone else makes the money. DePIN flips
that script.



3 Solana-Powered DePIN Projects Making Noise
1. Helium Mobile (Wireless)

Started as a LoRaWAN project, Helium is now building a people-powered cell network.
After moving to Solana in 2023, Helium Mobile became a functioning phone carrier. Run
a 5G hotspot and earn SMOBILE tokens when others connect—yes, seriously.

2. Hivemapper (Mapping)

Google spends billions mapping the world. Hivemapper lets you do it with a dashcam.
Drive around, capture imagery, and earn $HONEY tokens as your footage builds an
open-source map on Solana.

3. Render Network (Compute)

Have a beefy GPU sitting idle? Render pays you to share that power. From Al training to
3D animation, developers can rent your compute time. Render moved to Solana to
handle the load and pay contributors fast.

DePIN by the Numbers

Helium: 1M+ hotspots deployed worldwide

Hivemapper: 8M+ km mapped and counting

Render: 100k+ GPU hours processed each month

$60M+ in Solana Foundation grants supporting DePIN projects

What Could Get in the Way?

DePIN isn’t magic. Some real challenges:

Hardware costs or setup confusion for newcomers

Token prices can swing, making earnings unpredictable
Privacy and security risks in community-run systems
Legal gray areas, especially in mobile and mobility sectors

Still, the upside is massive if these issues are solved.



More DePIN Use Cases Coming Soon

Mobility: Decentralized rideshare and delivery

Storage: Peer-to-peer cloud backups

Sensing: Local air quality, agriculture, and weather data
Energy: Neighborhood microgrids powered by clean energy

Why You Should Care?

This isn’t just another crypto trend:

Earn from Your Gear: Get paid for hardware you already own.
Everything's On-Chain: Transparent earnings and rules.
Aligned Incentives: Everyone wins when the network grows.
Open Innovation: Community-driven systems evolve fast.

Solana’s tech makes all of this work. It's fast, scalable, and lets projects connect easily—like
training Hivemapper’'s Al on Render GPUs or running Helium traffic through decentralized
compute.

The Bottom Line, DePIN is letting regular people build the internet’s physical backbone—and
get paid for it. Solana is where it's happening.

This time, the network belongs to all of us.
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