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York Schools Secure Gun Storage Resolution

WHEREAS, Evidence strongly suggests that secure firearm storage is an essential component
to any effective strategy to keep schools and students safe ’;

WHEREAS, An estimated 4.6 million American children live in households with at least one
loaded, unlocked firearm?;

WHEREAS, Every year, roughly 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot
themselves or someone else.® That's roughly one unintentional shooting per day, and 70
percent of these incidents take place inside a home?*;

WHEREAS, Another 1,200 children and teens die by gun suicide each year, most often using
guns belonging to a family member;

WHEREAS, In incidents of gun violence on school grounds, 75 percent of active shooters are
current students or recent graduates, and up to 80 percent of shooters under the age of 18
obtained their guns from their own home, a relative's home, or from friends®;

WHEREAS, Research shows that secure firearm storage practices are associated with up to an
85 percent reduction in the risk of unintentional firearm injuries among children and teens’;

WHEREAS, The U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center recommends the
importance of appropriate storage of weapons because many school attackers used firearms
acquired from their homes?;

WHEREAS, Across the country, lawmakers, community members, and local leaders are
working together to implement public awareness campaigns®, such as the Be SMART program,
which is endorsed by the National PTA and which encourages secure gun storage practices and
highlights the public safety risks of unsecured guns’®;

WHEREAS, School districts across the country have begun to proactively send materials home
to parents and guardians informing them of applicable firearm storage laws and firearm secure
storage best practices '';

WHEREAS, Keeping students, teachers and staff safe from the threat of gun violence should be
the responsibility of all adult stakeholders at each of our school sites;



WHEREAS, Maine State law imposes penalties on adults when a child gains unsupervised
access to unsecurely stored firearms'?;

WHEREAS, In order to continue with preventative measures to increase student and school
safety we must act now; now therefore, be it:

RESOLVED, That the School Committee directs the Superintendent and staff to update the
Student Handbook to include information about parents' and guardians' obligations regarding
the secure storage of firearms;

RESOLVED further, That the School Committee directs the Superintendent to create an
appropriate letter, in English and other languages, to parents and guardians that explains the
importance of secure gun storage and the obligations to protect minors from accessing
irresponsibly stored guns, to be included in annual registration materials at each school site,
and, be it finally;

RESOLVED, That the School Committee and the Superintendent will continue to work with local
law enforcement agencies, health agencies and non-profits to collaborate and increase efforts
to inform District parents and guardians of their obligations regarding secure storage of firearms
in their homes.

Signed and dated the seventh day of February 2024, on behalf of the York School Committee
and the York Superintendent of Schools.

Tom Martine Timothy (. Dok
Tom Martine Timothy L. Doak
York School Committee Chair York School Department, Superintendent of Schools



10.

1.

12.

Resources

Schaechter, J. M., MD, MBA, FAAP. (n.d.). Guns in the home: Keeping kids safe. Healthy
Children. Retrieved from
https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/at-home/pages/handguns-in-the-ho
me.aspx

Miller, M., & Azrael, D. (2022). Firearm storage in US households with children: Findings
from the 2021 National Firearm Survey. JAMA Network Open, 5(2), €2148823.

https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2021.48823
Everytown for Gun Safety. (2020). #NotAnAccident Index. Retrieved from

https://everytownresearch.org/maps/notanaccident/

Everytown for Gun Safety. (2021). Preventable tragedies: Findings from the

#NotAnAccident Index. Retrieved from

https://everytownresearch.org/report/notanaccident/

Everytown for Gun Safety. (2023, February 20). The impact of gun violence on children

and teens. Retrieved from

https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-impact-of-gun-violence-on-children-and-teens/

Everytown for Gun Safety. (2022, August 19). How to stop shootings and gun violence in

schools: A plan to keep students safe. Retrieved from

https://everytownresearch.org/report/how-to-stop-shootings-and-gun-violence-in-schools/

Grossman, D. C., et al. (2005). Gun storage practices and risk of youth suicide and

unintentional firearm injuries. JAMA, 293(6), 707-714.

I J/doi 0.1001)] 293.6.707

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Secret Service, National Threat

Assessment Center. (2021). Averting targeted school violence: A U.S. Secret Service

analysis of plots against schools.

NBC News. (2020, February 10). How moms are quietly passing gun safety policy

through school boards. Retrieved from

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/how-moms-are-quietly-passing-gun-safety-poli
-through-school-n1132891

Turner, A. (2021, May 19). Be SMART reduces unintentional shootings and suicides

[National PTA website]. Besmartforkids.org. Retrieved from

https://onevoice.pta.org/be-smart-reduces-unintentional-shootings-and-suicides/
Besmartforkids.org. (n.d.). In schools. Retrieved from

https://besmartforkids.org/share/in-schools/
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated. Title 17-A MRSA § 554. (n.d.). Retrieved from

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/17-Mitle17-Asec554.html



https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/at-home/pages/handguns-in-the-home.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/at-home/pages/handguns-in-the-home.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/at-home/pages/handguns-in-the-home.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2021.48823
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2021.48823
https://everytownresearch.org/maps/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/maps/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-impact-of-gun-violence-on-children-and-teens/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-impact-of-gun-violence-on-children-and-teens/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/how-to-stop-shootings-and-gun-violence-in-schools/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/how-to-stop-shootings-and-gun-violence-in-schools/
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.293.6.707
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.293.6.707
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/how-moms-are-quietly-passing-gun-safety-policy-through-school-n1132891
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/how-moms-are-quietly-passing-gun-safety-policy-through-school-n1132891
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/how-moms-are-quietly-passing-gun-safety-policy-through-school-n1132891
https://onevoice.pta.org/be-smart-reduces-unintentional-shootings-and-suicides/
https://onevoice.pta.org/be-smart-reduces-unintentional-shootings-and-suicides/
https://besmartforkids.org/share/in-schools/
https://besmartforkids.org/share/in-schools/
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/17-Mitle17-Asec554.html

